


*The most tique book I have ever read.”

—HANS CHRISTIAN ADAMSON

iD YOU KNOW

—That b'g eaty are subrect ta staus infestion?
Thatwild atimal fra.nars never carry gris?

—That elegtarts bave molars 2s by 25 a Tran's band 2nd
hatthey can, and do, pull thaie own teath?

—That Garzantia, the rast vidous aumal ever In eaplivity,
was s tun warst eney1”

Youll feam these end bundred, of cther strenge focs

this  onacf-odund” bock N hody ese coud tel

s siry But Doc Henders~n the man whe has the jcb
keeping 700 crumc s well end heppy

Lozngane whe loves animals, this hock is a mast.

—Bmghanti FRES






"The most wigue hogk | have ever read.”
HAS CHUSTUAN ApAsson
DID You KNOw
——==_ANOW

~That by oty e sybjact fg situg Infection?
~Thatwig 2nmal tramers BRYer carry gyngy

~That elzxhants bave ®3larg g5 bgasy man’s hang and
Ehey can, ardde, pulf thagy oAN taethy

~That CSargantyy ¢ mast g,

S 3uma] aygp in Grlty,
¥Is4ply ¥ worst eneryp

* You |

I these cng png,
froen sy

reds of oy Stenge faeey
20f 0 ngy N oosty et woud pey
Lut Do Hendapgag, the mapn who hag the jop
of keering 799 OGS Well ang heppy

“To 2022 b Jopgs 2nimals, fhi bock s 5 most”

~Emghartoy Fress
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\Want a Job? 3

urous boyhoed drearns, waged ferce and total was wmsnde
oy ban
Circus 1 fo t -
nalotof wars
The pay for th
wasm
g

Lons
st 3 chanze for met

4§y father was 2 small ancher m Keseville, Texws aboet
wseaty fve miles out of San Antomo 1 grew un o 2
mudst of horees cattle, goats n e 7
RTAY LR

PR '

e I 4

’ .« y trasted me with my own

b %, e bothess handled ammals well too but I

was appatentls the ouly one who smhented Papas love for
them alt

£ 3]

When 1 had nothing clse to do 1 would always bewath
o rammats—witching them groomusg them, plavisg with
them and, when old enough worang them

Fap wis mrtcularly fond of homses and so was 1 He
w235 2 meticulous nder by the tme T was ten he had
tra ned me to be an able, good horseman He never toler
ated carc'ess and sloppy nding not becanse he wanted to
make showmen aur of s sons but becanse he had too
mich rcspcﬁt (mP the bones

e, when Papa and 1 were nding the range, 1 got
about a huadred vards ahead of him \%\ legs vse??a&?’?g
and tred—2s thes frequenth were, bocause he msisted we
:;ie e:!e sath the legs tight, back relaxed but stenght

a g

“When vou slouch n the addle  he would say “you
2 © oft balance and vou are hard on the horse Sit_strught
and *pare vourc horse =

orald of ten tus 1 tiang So once woll out of rry/



To Swectheart and Sonya, to Benny V and Ruth,

to Champion and Rossia and Astral Princess, and

to all my other fuends and patients, this book
15 affectionately dedicated

1f you pick up a stining dog and make Inm
prosperous, he will not bite you Tlus 15 the
prnapal difference between a dog and 2 man.

—Magrk Twary
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2376 beey teahng them they w25 of “progresae edy.
P

Gty am Pt of v eqp et rcollechier Whan | was

oot theme gng Piaddnt hove ps 0%2 ranch v,

N owers Lun, with Mothar s fo'ks; heve he borroned

1o tvest 1y §%ats Every gent b had went o thoe

"y MO S mola o 3 v2able eron by g first b
@ dateven gra dashed to sh 3 o them

T2 Texzs by the tmperatyra M be seventy dogrees

them ang e were gy,
e, 1t o LEeStary 1o “pda the fenme
@ beal e the an oy X
daty s pm;;wu d bave Smply staved to
goats are Lraannj “trefoot;
the remy kabe blm ker 1, 3bt g xmzddz:tgnbix‘;
SV 0 Ling gy

"
a
rhg thnchumd vet thee doat La?:—‘::gllglu
to D haek Lpagag



4 Cucus Doctor

father’s sight, 1 took my night leg out of the stirrup
tossed 1t over the saddle hom m a relaved pasition 1
Papa came gallopng up and ordered me off wy horse

“Now, son,” he sud, “lead the horse back home ” 1
was 2 Iittle matter of five mules, 1t made i adequate
pression. Never since then have I ndden 2 horse off |
ance
As cach chuld was bom, Papa gave him a hyfer, for
very own and as soan as we were old enousl we had
tale complete care of our cow My father supphied fe
pasture, bamn space and use of Ins bulls The cay, remarn
our property and any heifers bom remamed tyye prope
of the boy whose cow had bred Papa took gl the b
calves We never thought of the cttle a5 commerc
cnterpnses, however, they were more ke pets

Our little one-room willage schiool, 1 now yeglize, w
sometlnng which today 1 a g oty would by eqlled *
expenment in practical progressnve education " \We Jidn
know then gbout such things To us 1t was just school Bt
some thirty six years ago, 1 this country one T00m schoc
besides learming to rerd and wnte nd wheye Dalla
Chicago and London were located on 4 map yp wer
tramed to take catc of our fathers” farms

We were taught about animils—not out of a yexthool
by the ammals themselves 1 2ch cluld would by s31gne:
onc from hus father's stock He wonld be told to, pg 1,5
and take a sheep o1t or cow, or whalever tpe g0
could be persuaded to let hum hue to feel 4y, "o m.
and to grve at every attention it needed At o 4
cach yeat, we had a sort of munutute county £, S
1ttle schoal Each of us would bung m the a0 we
had cared for, and nbbops were avarded for thy oy
best condition

This didn t scem particulatly starthn~ of moday, oy the
fime but from what 1 have scen and A Ghoqt |,
aty schools 1 suspect that some of Amenea’s gy whools



Want 2 Job> 3
Eae beey teachmg ther theyy ways of “pogressne edu-
caton ”

When [ was
t 22 pat of o eatlest recolleshion

im(‘:;j:aui t}:xrfc, 379 Paps didn t have hs ovm EEE‘) yet,
R wee Inung wyth Mother's folis: here ha .
S0uzh to 1 wre —

Y
T Sanply stanveq to

R this zogrs 318 uncanni), surefooted gog bave
the eurlable Y, o benz gp)s 1o jump dowy tre
5 distanres 4o lnd g 1l areas wathoyt
Buepng (hrmv:l\u—md yet they dont, Ln‘vmmakeb,
tave the ability ¢, 1enp kack upagyn



4 Curcus Doctor

father s might, I took my nght leg ont of the shirup :
tossed 1t over the saddie horn m a relaved posttion 1
Papa came galloping up and ordered me off my horse
Now, son * he sud” *lead the hosse back home T

was a little matter of five miles 1t made an adequite s
pression Never stnce then have I nidden 2 fiotse off b
ance
As each child was born Papa gave lnm a hafer, for 1
very own and as soon as we were old enough we lind
take complete care of our cow My father supplied fee
pasture, bam space and use of hus bulls The cow remain:
our property and amy heifers bomn remaned the proper
of the boy whose cow had bred Papa took alt the bu
clves We never thought of the cattle a5 commerer
enterprises howeser they were more hhe pets

Qur httle oneroom wiflage schoal, 1 now realze, w
something which today m a big aity would be cafled 2
expenment in practical progressne educttion We didn
Aaow then about such things To us 1t was just schaol B
some thirty six years ago 1n this country one room schoo
besides Ieatming to read and wnte 1nd v here Dalle
Chicago and London were located on 2 mip we wer
trained to take care of our fathers farms

We were taught about ammals—not out of 4 textbool
by the 1mmals themselves Lach child would be assignec
one from Ins father s stoch e would be told to go homu
and take a sheep goat or cow or whatever the famuly
could be persuaded to let Inm have to fee ! the mimq
and to give 1t cvers attention st needed At 4l ¢ end af
eich year we had 3 sort of minuture county f1¢ gt the
Yttle school Lach of us would bang m the inunal ¢
bad cared for and nbbons were awanded for tto ¢ 1y the
best condition

This didn t seem particularly starthng 0 moadern at the
tme but from what 1 have scen and read about b
city schoals ¥ suspect that some of Amencd s rurat (hoalg



Want a Job? 7

was by far the most mieresting part of our worl, althaugh
IEeh to has! us out of bed ot all hours of the mght 2nd
1 all kunds of weather
v Dt Young and § equalh dvided the hardshups and east
wh, We tool turms 2t both the bospstal work and the
Farm calls Thus hept us from getting bored 1t also enabled
one of us o get ested up downg hospital duty after spend
ing the previous mzht momg around on famm calls
“About tao menths before Norths call 2 ternble anthra®
epdermic had broken out among aft the ammals on the
sumoundwg, f2ems This deadly dusease, often fatal 10
ammal, and humaws, strikes woth the suddenness of hght
nng Anunals die almost before they can be treated, hu
Tans eatch 1t through direct eontact with infected animals
When an epideric broke out 1 those davs it was 41
wost impossible ta do anvthing for the mfected smmals,
the heglthn must b vacomated at once af thev nere ta be
sned Todyy pemalin s 3 but @
364 this drug was onlv a rumor to us m the countv
3 hnb vy rodued sbout anthsax w SOhuth—epdumtt,
fortunateh, boing rate But now s the surounding famms
thousands and thousands of animals of all unds had to be
vacomated pract callv at once Dr Young and 1, and also
Dr Yowag s baother Pete who was assocated with vs, 12d
wo ked twents four hours 2 dav When one of us got to?
ethaisted to go on we would grab sn haue's sleep when we
could and where we conld, then cantinue the effort to get
at a5 man anumals as possible
When the epiderme had Erst lut and we could onlv
suspect 1t mught be anthmy, 1 had performed 2 post
mortem oq the &t anthrassuspected cow to de As 1
pulled her spleen out ot It my Jeft anm leaving a 1od
shony splotch st whete 1 had an open cut This ;mmd
s gethag wfected Despute the fact that 1 Tappen to be
allerge to any hone setum © had 1o wndergo maculation




6 Cureus Doctor

And so we hoys wonld go out T, bang the hghte
ld be lowered down a cliff by a rope My job w1
1 tanother rope around the goat, then my brothiers wou

1 st both of us

So Iife went on bl T was eighteen and wrote to Tex:
A mealtnral and Mechamcal College for the yctennat
+ 001 prospectus~—and was so mtimdated by 1t that T a
11 Yy cnrolled an the engmeenng course! But 1t didn
['+s me long to find my way back to wmumals and 1 er
e d college with a good practical knowledge of them .
v ch was fortunate 1 wmother way too By the time
¢ +.sed, Depression had anned and Papa s moderate pros
1+ ty disappetted around the comer with that of &
11y other hard working cihizens e had lwavs boastec
1 1 he could never go broke because he never hnd enougl
o o broke with, honever these thangs we relaine, ane
the simple fact was there wasn t any money to pay
v ttion
't 1 had onc thing to sell knowledge of iorses T rode
w amateur, showing horses i the winitonr e alt gver
1. tate on week ends and truning an | ndm,, hones for
"¢ college and at last I mude enough to pry my way
t -~ 1gh the vetennary school
\hen John Ringhng Notth made vy by ffer to trgel
vl the arcas wasao prict ¢ ot De A VY g

Cueveport, Fowmaany Me b v Kty 4y gy
¢ » 7and duersfied practiee b bet ot U gy
« volesetnp Dy Young s oone ot th Tor oy,
< .onymthecountry, so [oas emo g, o 4ty g
v him

€1 1 practice was dnaded into 6 o part
W had a hypreal sallaninal hoopeat
+ ~% care of the dogs and the cats of the v 1, R
'+ 1 population and we had a large famm pract o 1f oy

YN owe



Want 2 Job?

of the wild and semiwild annnas the cuces tamed A
fsc 25 1 had Jeatned no one Anw too much about thex
50 besides the life the actual job was a mystery

Well I thought, another doctor might just take lus
chiarees on thew Inang or dymg 1f Ins hmited knowledge
couldn ¢ help But T ltke anmmals too much to make mysed
sesponsible for them without hoowing I can gne them
seally adequate care

1denided to find out as much a5 T could about how wild
animals are treated before maling up my mind These
%35 one month i which to myestigate

Between visits to the librmry T made conntless tefephone
cllstoDr ] K Northway cluef vetennanan of the King
Ranch whom { knes of old

At the end of that allotted manth T hud discosered two
mteroshing facts

Not very much mdeed was known about treating sich
#id ammals mosth because no one hid gamered any
expenence: wild beasts were peually restrained for treat
ment when injared but wese seldom watched for discase
thev were subject to

e second Fhang I leamed from Dr Northway was that
the eaccus's  goest preoccupation was wath 1ts hosses Rung
Yirg Brothers had a fortune tred up in what was undoubted
N the most beautiful collection of horses m the world
They wonted everything possible done for the rest of theie
ammals too but expenence had taught them that they
couldn t expect that 1o be too much

At this time cortam drgs Jike the salfa Sroup had just
come on the market and there were other deags ke
rouallin which were not then readv for we, but whch
Be =t oA .-

[
™



8 Circus Doctor

agunst mthrax 1d 1 took to 1t 5o badly that for a whil
1 thought I w1s going to dic

The past two months I had spent trymg to fight th
effects of that anthrax moculation yet growng mosc
more rundown from the resulting desultory appetite 2
debilitating msomnia By the time that Scptember cue
ning rolled around, I was probably at the lowest cbb of m;
hfe 1 w1s physically and nery ously depleted and suffenny
from the moodiness and discoutagement that only com
plete exhaustion can bring

Now, as I sat in my Iving room i the drk after tha
telephone c1ll smokng eiguette after eigarette these epr
sodes of my Ife wandcred 2round 1n my mind 1ve alway:
felt the future can only be built on what has gone before
how did my sott of hfe lead to 1 cireus?

Suddenly I remembered 1 story Mother hiked to tell
WVhen I was ten and returming from my first carcus 1aery
proudly annm;nm} to the family I am gong to be 2
vetennaman when I grow up and I am gon,

Ringling Brothers Circus P gong to worl. fo

So here was my chance to fulfill 2 childhood drcam Hos
many of us ever have that opportunsty?

Sull T had doubts It had tiken me many years to leam
my prefoence for the compiny of anmmils to that of
people But stirely crrcus people would be mizhty dsfferent
from folks around Texas and Lowsian1? I knew nothing
about hvung condibions n the circus except that mymals
trivcled m cattle cars The doctor probably travcled watly
them? Where would T sleep—in a tent or hoyear?
What would 1 eat—badly prepared fool or m thy sing
wiches? 1t was an unhaown world to me d Qicult 4o

mpne
1 cou!
lutely nothi

4 mamge the ho ses all nght but I kney abig
1 g about the Fandling dise2 & or trertmeny



CHAPTER I1 Meet the Patients

L rusmcvLancy onrious pnzenng defeat had re-
e1thy immortalized the expression, * [ should of stood
"

So nov as my trm eastward towards Sarasota,
hrough mlmdny; e Smem landscapes, the wheels
icemed to click along to nenous reiteration I should of
tood mbed ., 1 should of stood .. .10 e

To the v110n of seven hundred wild amimals hungrily
bkanz thext chops 1 shuddennzly got off at Samasota

Bustling streets, colorful with palm trees and tropical
!hmbbcr) 2 Drive It YourserF sign ‘\Vnh_a cax soon

the dentist ’
A huge billboard ahead |, .,

RINGLING BROTIERS

BARXUAL & Bamey
The Crea’est Show on Farth

(Turn leit here)

»  Handsomely decorated vty
£"~3 with lons,
Vo1 tumed Toft,

Almost mmmadiately T eame to the Man Gate
n

roanng hons, great mouths
sharp, bungny fangs .. ¥






Meet the Patients 13

Just lle that No prelimunanes; no wasted time. Sick
anmals are wathing .
‘As we walked outside of the electncal shop Mr Notth

used
“Thisist he sad proudly swingng hus arm wn 3 tom
plete are
Pounting straight alhead almest as far a5 one could se,
re mheated 2 Lrgc, square. brek building  That's oty
machine shop ™ he sud “That s where we buitd snd Tepy
eventhig %€ ose here at when we are en the read. We
oven boild our ows specially designed ratlroad cars
&ienthung but the avles and wheels
“Wonldnt 1t be easer to use recondioned standag
Sogeats and coaches? 1 nawcly asked
*“And how would you fit a graffe mto 2 standard boy
tar? he demanded
1 stratched my hiead over that puzzler my fist stupe
fyng realization of the cnotute and the compleuts of
the manifold problems that were daily fate to the whajg
tircys organszation 1 should doubtless have to digest som,g
of mv own but first 1 must Jearn what they were
Mr Norths anm swung gradually to the nzht. Wheg
Ye ponted off i the distance 1 saw a large arens, abey,y
th5.2¢ of the big top 1t had 3 ing for horse and elephant
ats and 2 large grass area for acrobats spectacles g
miscellancous performances On the far side of 1t was an
old gesndstand smilar to the bind found 1 any neighlye;
hood ba't park
“Thats shese we e our Sundas shows for the toangys,
213 where aY) our acts do their rehearsing when W ,:.'
here sn winter guarters Mr North explamed v
Then he toured me though all the buildmgs scatierey
ovet the end ess acres of the lot In the monkey houye T
I met Cugantua and MToto Tolling but skl glos .
Lonedly 1n thar arcondiont Chng.

% ed s The Duna aud
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hly
e stopped m front of 2 huge black bear sluegs!
Xo!?mg m sgomc: of the cage. I fooked at lum He locked
atme

“Looks ke you have a patent already Doc, North
shted “Tim )s’m!h:r mc:mp he wamed—then fortunate-
Iv 2d%ed “I wouldnt eamme um noht now af 1 were
§0.4, but b5 st Just on 3 quick look what do you think
1 wron "

“Thus ws the first ume 1'd been at closer rance to 2
beat than perhaps, Bftv yards At fist glanee he had
seemed Jike any Sleepy bear and I vaguely remembered
hanng something about how bears hibermate Now 1
studed s eves They seemed umusually yellow and as
he opened hus mouth T noticed more undue yellow aronnd
k= gums

Under pressure from my new boss a strange th ng no
happened Suddenlv the bear was no 1on;elx Ebcu }3:

L er complant,

DNotch ng my thumbs i my belt and settling back on
my beels T tumed to the boss and sud T think thys bear
B35 something senoushs wrong with his Liver

“Lnerz He was obvionsly surprnised

“Thats what 1 th nk without ewmunng hm I sud,
“t t 1d 1k~ to Yook hum over

- me v e a

f ~shment stand, h 3%

Topment s d, he hailed a digmified gentleman of
Here 15 somnone vor will wani

betod mn Ny

t to know nght aseny
curnew vet You

Court Doc Henderson Dox, here, 15
ve probably heard of Alfred Coutt, Doc”






Meet the Patients by)

mddle of the k), the enormous ammals saoundimg
us and loomng over us like redwood trees, it was un
pesile to avad the ymphieahions of thews puk, men little

oS
Twas reliesed o sa¢ the lethal tusks had been removed—
il 2 thought came whese Job would 1t be to take out
thore of future el~phants”
b dlan 1 malee 3 Lo 134 ) e m=N AT e 3

wess” -

“1 vou evex nred any belp, fust call oo me, Doc! “~Me-
Clia took up the cheerful refrun-—1 knon most of these
aizxm;k pretty well and have a lot of good Inends among
them ™

Tame bamoa— =2 £ VY .
- . -

¢ ue wnasiag themselves avalable

Trught 25 weli sho v vou the truned cats while we are
about1t,” North reminded humself “Thes chew each other
p que 2 bt and they will be probab’y your most fre-

grent aad certamly your most important patients.”
Pa He led me throuzh the “oxt bawo” with its screnbfic m
oar ard outdoot cages We came to the outdoor cat
; trng area There [ way startled by the spechacle of 2
Turechiested bronzeslanned man standiog i the affection
e embrang of » € Woem 1L e
plaved with -

alled her ¢, . )
? but hglly . -
‘- *ttumed to N . EREPYRRVVRRETITL Y



16 Crreys Doctor

hue ¢, Iisten ¢ the regp of the y
Court 5 clled the &rcatest trane, of §
tine

Indeeq I didn ¢
ductipy, M;
anmajg of il

wa hn, e gy 4 had <eqy, him dg one of ¢
oSt diffic 1y 18 that ¢ he Detformeg Wit wild amm,
—t 1 Toup 1 € seen Cyypy but throys
theyr Paces hoy, Impmh Pthers 1gers Jaguars, pola
Caar T m

s great moone BC ¢ the same time
I vaepr, hoy i g1y s g truy g contro] 3 cagefy]
of Mtury] o Micy o1 Mg g, S\penience w )y the
Grcus ¢ 1 By cen ey first gy there, T Xney
thit ¢ Wis the Paak of dmng and dﬁuu;() Hwald animat
tmmmq
I hope You wop 4 Iet apy th
Court Sud Ry,
nnot il o tred
I knoy he Iy, had
N8 them (o, o
than vy I don

Iyamgg but ”
Womg M e ver tonch
Yooy ticry gy il having 1o treat
! "

! e o f they W5 for ther own
¢ 1 be gy Fleof gy, by, ITmied ¢y o
e As fip,, the o ! < Ty Yom heg
ou by tdhng waty ther + i a1 knoy
cch mdn ey LT oy I t gy, "y bys
- o5e ‘Lmlruhluul s

s amygse Trem e
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1wz tolearn that frendshup with, wild amx‘m‘ts et 1\'0\

and ean niever be completely trusted
few ViV a Bl T PRV N S S

the wall of horses” heads to the mddle of the mam horse
cormal. On three sides of us there were open stalls, and on
the fourth were box stalls where the most favored hoses
wete kept In the ymmediate center of the comal were
patches of grass decorated with palm krees and 2 large
watenag trough.

1 felt that the entrance to the corral would justfy
flagunsm m sn insenphon  Through these portals pass
the most beautiful horses m the world

P R R S R - .
R .

L- , .

d s . P -
Beou ut cucy Uitk Alung e 1t ena wese tne porues in
all, the show carned about two hundred hones—dinded
Between this comral and the lower corral across from the
at bam—and aft 1n A1 condition

‘The horse doctonng was to present many problems, but

beze 1 was thoroughly at home. Thus 1 looked forward to
with Leen anhieipabion,

So there
s(} .
Ps '

P f
31 A .

Were e matiamte T rmmaahaead — 1 v

sh was i sue wren reseen atter 2 long absence by the
.
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weove s v L R

I\]:osc wild ammals would also be doctored

The next moming North was on the job even before 1
checked in He called me 1nto hus office

“Doc,” he wud, “Tim the black bear died Tast nr ht [
&dn ¢ think he wasas sick as all that or I would bave used
you ™
! “Iam sormy to hear that, \fr North Treally shou'd hace
enmmed hum yesterday Do you mind of T perform a post
mortem®”

“I wish you would.”

‘The annmal was brou_ht to my operating tible where
North staved to watch T opened the beat and cut straight
for thebver And there sure enough growing nght on top
of 1, was 2 tremendons rumor

“ice guess, Doe

1 couldn t restram a gnn ¥ 2 knowledze of dogs and eats
a~d homses and pags conld 1eally be transferred to thewr wild
iﬂ‘mﬂpsm socasils then mavbe I was gomg to be able to

¢ep these seven hundred wild anumals 10 pretty good
thyral conditon.

Befo ¢ the day was out, “orth inmnted m= 1nto one of
the steambined railroad cars took 2 Ley out of s poclet
374 opened the doot

“Th 5 will be your stateroom on the road,” he told me—
and ahen my surpise must have showed “How did yon
3 2% you were going Yo travel—<cattle car™
1 fached embamassedly p obably malunz 1t very ob-
vious that that was exactly my thought
“We do bave 3 tattle cat for you he added, “in case
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m exily mom.ng uatil ke at nucht and froquently
ght )on)g, 1 “u;“;n the cuzus grounds This was net
ius: of Ieve of hard work. or fong hours—1 hadn t been
from Tews leng enough for that 1 was phunged
headlong mto an cvepowensg job [ waated fo lam
abont 1t very rapidly and 1 was eamung tha* for me there
was 2 1ot to learn
For mstance, once I poanted my Bnger—"What 1s that
Litle anwmal there?
> menazenc supenntendent looked over and Lughed
*“3 topamon bear—and they aren t so ttle That hap-
peas to be a baby 7
* { hoghed too Lut until then ¥ had thousht vaguely
that beas came m two vancties—bears and polar bears
Ovur areus owned five difierent hinds
 ox s
' The show had just come mio wanter quarters for the
{ r=x* four months all v ould first rest then the performers
would start pracicm,, new tncks and n many cases nev
acts then for about 2 mon h the entire group together
with rew mports would be coordinated mto a fnshed
performance for the road
Althrush now there was ve dail pa hing and unpacl
g and wlole havmy all the ammals germanentls housed

fo- the penod was an advantage, Lfe was busy and some-
bmes heetic

Tho o e e wa e e

the -

r -

weak with soruting because of the ocean tnp and nemvous
bectuse of therr new surroundings Anenals 1 have foond,
are par'raulach senstie to ther reighbors Put ome nest
to 2 dfierent ammal from the oe he 1s need to and vou
2e1%el, to hure trouble T had known this to be toue af



!
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you have a very sick ammal who needs sithing up mthg
the road |

He desenbed to me what was to senve for vaamas?
hospital car It was a car with just blank stalls m xk—g(:t).,
sized stalls, with equipment to Leep ammals from bl 3
from train motion or illness~—and slecping quartets fore
or one of my assistants at the far end

* That 15 for you when you want to nse st or need to1-¢
it." ,Norlh sad, “otherwise, tns statcroom 1s where yo¢
ne

It prosed more thin comfortable hving Pullman 1€
cven at its best could never be as homey as I was to i
that circus setup

CHAPTER II1 Starting—with a Roar

T+ suenr navr sre~ the Tlonda chmate 1t could han
been the vigorous reutine of hfe in the crrcus or pethap:
the complete change of every detml of nn w1y of Invang
cffected the cure Not bewmnz an ammal 1 don t pretend to
be able to dingnose for mvsddf The fact ranams that the
next four months which compnsed the buugst peno ol
ms Ife, hept me s0 occupted that 1 comp'etely fo 0
about my 1llness due to the anthra< mjection



Starting—\yyp, 2 Roar 23

inra the flesh He Was treading very Iightly on that paw Jp
%38 already badly infecteq .
AR o
Ieo
wil]
nen -
he eats hyple
work yust g¢ it dil anesthep,e
We called 2 couple of boys from the adjomnme amma)]

S

h0uses orep to help I mage 2 11550 ont of 5 long Jength

n

2 0n Amad g pawn

25 he couly LM ang the p, ness wag

Orer Ity ST ¢ g 2 to wnte tg €S vete; Ty schoo]
Sargery Professor ahayy, Ctas my fryy Operation o, awild
ammg) stays 0L more vidly g any I
have 22 ed sin And for ‘ea henever | had
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horses and here 1t was true of practically every othe“\
that T came to know

At 6 30 cvery morming I reported to the hitlue
building; my hosptal 1lere I would famihanze m)wc\\!f '
my medicines and equipment and add to the list oS
plies needed not only for winter quarters but for thcyfcﬂ
And here, on my second dav, came my first “action

I was looking ‘over the mnterior of the hospital, wonder
ing how best to convert one comer mnto 1 rescarch B
tory, wlien 1 voice outside shouted the call which—thourd
I didu’t know 1t at the hme—was to become my trde
mark

“Hey, Doct”

Many yecars 150 the ery “Iev Rubet’ brought o
hands running from 11l direction It meant “trouble” It
modem cqunvalent ‘Hey Doc!” brings me runmng—fre
quently m all directions It too usually means trouble

T opened the door and yelled * ley? * It was Joha Siba
the menagene supenntendent

“Doc, 1ve got a g blick bear over there,” he sad
thought since you were 1 hittle fogzoy about bears you meg™
want to start lerrmuing Nothung very senous, but he hs?
broken el and it s broken all the way up mto the flesh
I think 1t mught be fected

I drew 1n my breath but smd “Sure John 11 be thr
i a mnute ™ I put some instruments ind antiseptics 1n'
s bag and started over 1Tias was at T £t 1 sort of stixt
fnght, and that feching stayed with me for g Jong, lon:
tune

Bears are both unfriendhy 1nd ven uatrustworthy Tran
ers and hecpers have been mauled and Milled by those tha!
for vews hune acted hke truned dozs Thar clwg
Jong and sharp, and they hnve enormous stiength 1n ther

osc arms
ml{‘\‘;guxmmcd the nzht forepin of Anud, the bewr
fhrouzh the cige; 1t was ¢4 Jent that e had spht st il uy
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jotted 1n mv potebook Wheneier 3 new b& jomns
e e A ae ¥ s b b = bk dor (OIS

Sur-e thate is ro tune for hesitation ot research whenan
imal mav be dvisg it was encourzng to me to find,
1+ and agam, 3 potat of reference m my former prachee
i* helped with wild antmals

As 1 was walking back to the hosp tal that day a question
me-- 25 1t 2 ittle foolish ta walk 1to 3 bewr s cage even
ouzh prett sure he was ton sich and too wezk to be
1zstrous? Evadentls he had accepted my msnner A
dennarn veny seldom considers hus 3 dangerous profes.
on and yet even with domestic amamals there 15 danger
Yorse can huck a man s head off with one swaft kicl, and
bull can be at least as dangerous 2s any ammal known
foweser, son swaply leam the 2nsmal s charactenstics and
ten vou can calmb and intelhgenth protect vourseld
t would seem that the w3 ta get along with wild ansmals
i the wa you treat domesbic ammals fesr nome but
cspert gl

No‘es 1 made that da were useful but there are stijl
mexpected mschances Sometumes 2 bear will show no
vmploms of svosms natil it 1s too late to help hum and 3
undsome menagene polar bear died thus quite seeently
Sopite it ous precaubions

He had refused food the previous dav gnd ths dy g5
be swal'owed hus first bite of food he went 1ato consul
3973 1nd was dead before T could get to tus cage Because
b manner of dymg made me suspect toychawe posen
13 1 started to perform a post mortem on him m the
et When 1 cut hum open 1 roticed that the nicshne
et b5y the stomach was as hard 25 wood As T plunged
he bode woro 31, the wall burt and worms sprayed );\\a
the 2t ¥he water rom 2 Bre hoe.
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stage fught over work on 2 bear, John Sabo would 16 né
me I'd had my “Anid education

® % ow

My nest contact with the bear family happened o
%0 days later, and that also made a lasting 1mpression o1
me

A traner had armved 1n winter quarters from Germat
with twelse tramed polar bears He came runmng over &
my hospital on this parhcular mornng and T gathered
from his screams that he was giving me the German equ~
valent of “Iley, Doct’ 1 followed hum, wildly guessing 2t
what equpment to tale with me

In the cage one of lus polar bears was in the mdst of
cmble convulsions Tt struch me~judging agam by mt
dog expenences—that ths looked very much like 2 case
of worms It dudn t scem too I} cly, because these trunrd
antmals are nursed ke bibies by thewr tramers and e
watched twenty four hours a day by aither the tramer of
the cage boy Therr diet, t00, 15 carcfuly regulated Never
theless, 1t did look Iike worms

We had the other bears run ont of the cage quickly and
the truner and I gave the bear 2 shot of a sedatine A test
proved that my diagnosis was cormrect and | wormed hn
inmedately In due time that one bear 1cheved nmself of
over half a gallon of long white worms

1 figured that this must be a w cakness of raolar bears of
1t could happen to them under sych close sunvesllinee <«
next T gave the other bears the sume tre iment 5 do ¢ ol
tetrachloretinlene to drug the wonns followed an honr
later by a strong purgatine (Without thy hiter the bar
nught die of the wom posson or (I ¢ thy worms mght
come to, hungner and peppicr thin ever | uery ong of
these bears yiclded at Teast 1 half pallon of worgns In 1l
my subsequent expenences with sich bears, Putiulyly |
pohr bewrs, T alwavs suspeet wom s first
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1 phted 1 notebook  VWheneyop a new baxr jong
the :'Il:mv mhodzm Fourself to hum wagh, 5 test for wormg
Hemn *ed g good} suff Wormng

The fist of bundreds of Toutines had starpeq

S nce there 45 RO time for hesitation of research when an
‘Wmal may pe Ing at was ENCourazing to me to find,

im= and amn 3 pomnt of referonce =
bat hetnnd

o 310 100 weak gy pe
di, Lhdently he phaq accepted my Manner A
Aetennaryyg Very seldom considers hys 5 dangeroys profes
t]

ever yoy Smply Jeam the ammal s ol
then s 0 almly ang intelligent), Protect
"t would seem that the wq, t0 get along 4y
5 the wg, YOU treat domestie ammzls
espect af

otes T mage that day WETE useful pyyp thy
aney, Mischanees g, Tetim,
Ninproms of OIS unti] yp g

€I none by

€18 are sy
S 2 bear ) show no
00 Iate to help by and a
1€ polar begr died ghys quite Tecently
, despite all oy Precaytions
e
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Apparently the worms, staned from the previous 4
had hut the upper mtestme Lle a crowd of hommfﬁ)
bound New Yorhers raiding the BMT on a rm, g
Packed m just as tightly, they paralyzed the bears =
testines Bears, you see, are more vulnerable than subssp

The hospital needed strmghtening up, supphes "“A(:‘;
ordenng, 1 had te get acquainted with personned ¢
ammals and all their vanous routines, and st the st
time things kept happeming One never knew whit m;
comung next (That 1s a situation, I might say, that bt
changed to flus day A oncarmed piperhanger 15 a slou™
campred to a two armed cireus vetennanan )

One nioon dunng my first week 1 stopped at the ho
corral for a routine check on two horses weth coke, to makt
sure that the grooms were carrying out nstruchions i
never permit a horse with colic to be left alone, there 13
chance of lus Iying down, and frequently he will 108
atound so that an mtestine w31t loop around another, e
mg what 15 known 15 ‘ twisted gut” When the gas b
the abstruction, the intestine nuptutes After medicairs

T : walk him, for hours if necer

ystem }

hippened to glance out ™

window and saw that Alfred Coust wag bangmng lus i

mals into the big outdoor cage for rehearsal I hadn’t Jad

time yet to sce that act so aow 1 watched, while I

brought hss wmmals n, dirccted cach ane to 1 pedestal

and then smoothly and appicently effosticssly put thew
through their very difficult paces

He was almost fimshed when he turned his baek for 4
moment to get a piece of meat as a reward for 2 Ieop.ud
As he did, a tiger sittng on 3 pedestal just It of 1 by male
Tion struch at the Tron wath bis paw It mmeht have been m
play, or 1t might hase been in anger; muxed groups present

these mushaps
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Tha bee's pan grazed hat e o7
19 23 105k .
Bhedid b
he grourd
“Scyet\i?::{:k one lool at the bon and immediately drove
he other anumals through the chute back mtp thex cages
He cal'ed me over .

“Logk at this, Doe, will yon 77 he sud

1 walked ta the bars of the cage and looked m 3t the
fion Trodded ms head Tsan what Court meznt the jaw
w3s defimtely broken

“What do you think? * Court sud

“I don t know,” Tansnered ‘ Hare yowever hoe? =F 3
gperation ta mend - Y

'
the

v
by
ha

ready, it "
of hemt ©val bam

Sunilat uperations had been performed on dogs, and I
wondered v hether the bon's natare would peraut an esact
witztion

A squeeze cage was beng brought up agamst the daor of
the hons cage A squecze cage 1s small, strone ae % <=
abeels One end s a done 2 °
sdes are fived on
can gudally be ¢ « Lt upened
aat [he object of « ¢ syueeze cage 15 to hold a wid
anmal iamebile white he s bung worked on, ta Aeep Tum
from huctme himself—or his doctorl The ends of the
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squeeze cage have strmght vpand<down bots The ‘{5“
have closer bars runnng wn both directrons m order 0 165

squeeze cage 1F prodding doesn't work, a small pece ©
meat placed m the squecze eage will do the tnck 'ﬂ!}i‘
the door at the end of the squeeze cage 1§ Jowered and
kandle wound unti} the ammal 15 held, not tightly enous
10 hurt hum, but snugly enough so that he won't hurt any
one clse A good precautson 1s to rope the squeeze €35
to the ammal s cage belore opening the doors

“The fist thing [ had to do was anesthctize When th
Yion was safely mn the squeeze cage T pncled a vann h
front leg and Lept imjecting the fmd slowly untid he looke
drowsy and began gomg hmp Then the needle was with
drawn and he collapsed on the floor and from that por
on we were out of danger—he would sleep from s t
eight hours 1 believed

We moved the cage over to the hospitil buildme
opened st up and shd the hion onto the operatng table
examined s jaw and found that the lower wbone %3
trolen clean through m two places, leaving the cats
center section hanging hmp

When 3 dog has a broken jan you wire the broke
bones together; you then wire the lovwer jan to the upp!
jaw, fightls, to Leep hus paws clenched and completely
mobile Then till the bone kmits vou feed vour dog t
dnpping milk slowly mto the comer of fus mouth wher
the frch 15 Joose.
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o the corner of his mouth We had to figure out an
et wa

By considenng where we must vary the nsual plan, 1
Juzht of something that might work. Drilling holes on
* = side of the two breals, through the lower jaw ust

cath the gum hine, and using stiff wire, I laced the cen-
» broken section of the jaw to the two outer sections,
15 would hold the entrre laner janbone sohd m one
ece 10 heal, but there was stll the problem of eeping
e 1on from moving this jaw and at the same time allow
3 bim to eat 1took two blocks of wood each about two
thes thick. One block fitted between upper and lower
wolars on each side, leaving room for his tongue between
1em Moze holes were bored to lace wires through the
mbones, top and battom, s jaas bemng wwed tightly
et separated bn thoce blocks of wood

Thss meant that the entie lower jaw was solid m one
1e0e, and both upper and lower 1aws were being held firm,
"t hs mouth was permanently open because of those
015 of v 00d Because the center section had no wood,
2 tou'd zet his tongue out to lip up mil The only
inestion that bothered me was whether for the s or aght
weeks 1t would take the AW 1o set nulk would gne him
t¢ noutishment he needed

After we tad finshed worlinz [ sewed him 1m and
oy 18

2

N nY (d,e

k\’o“}cﬁ opctation had taken three hours Court and 1
by t cach other and 1t was bard to tell which of us
" more ted We bad shared the nervous stran and,

ous physical

€ aperabion to be 2 suceess s was
b2 traer docs become attached to hus



30 Circus Doctor

squeeze cage hve straght up and-down bars The sudes
hase closer bars running in both directions m order toke<
the amimal from getting Ins claws through By bnnging ths
squecze cage up to the door of the hon's cage and opening |
both doors 1t 15 usually an casy matter to prod himanto ti*
squeeze cage If prodding doesn't worh, a small picce of
meat placed 1n the squecze cage will do the tnck Thet
the door at the end of the squeeze cage 1 lowered and tF*
handle wound unti} the amsmal 15 held, not tightly enongh
to hurt hum, but snugly encugh so that he won't hurt any
one else A good precaution 15 to rope the squeeze €15
to the animal s cage before opening the doors

The first thing I had to do was anesthetize When the

10N wac cafalt in tha cn oamn annn T wmnlad avananh$
fro * . -
drc 1

drawn and he collapsed on the floor, and from that pont
on we were out of danger—he would slecp from six to
eight lours 1 believed

We moved the cage over to the hospital buldin”
opened 1t up and shd the Lon onto the operating table
exammed his jaw and found that the lower fawbone wa
broken clean through n two places, leaving the enbitt
center section hanging limp

When a dog has a brolen jaw you wire the broker
bones together; you then wire the lower 11w to the nppef
jaw, tightly, to keep lus jaws clenched and completely 1m
mobile Then il the bone kmits vou feed sour dog bt
dnpping milk slowly into the comer of hus mouth whet
the flesh 1s Joose

x oo e sdea Trst of
all, two shufts to
d, N uth Secondly
{thongh numerical scquences may well be reversed), you
would hase a difficult ime finding men who would be
wilhng to stand alongside a sore hon dnpping anything
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Thete was understanding between us, and a‘l‘hough;n
4 1 -t a Al € = A

Just a few days after this operation on Cout's hon, T was
tinding outade the cat bam having my first lengthy chat
mith Damoo Dhotre He was weamng o tan ;Ts‘hm arid

2 P ~

PUNR

JLinpyg s 41nals 1 had observed how tney did every
thing but now 1 wanted to know why they dd 1t

While we were talking 1 noticed that the cage boys were
Tunming some of Damoo’s cats from therr cages n the cat
bam into the ehute which connects with the outdoor tram
g nng There were leopards, panthers, black jaguars,
pumas. As each ammal was drnen forward nto the chute,
a board was inserted partihioning tum off 1 s own eell

1 1ad notieed this out of the comet of my eye, and
dunng a Break 1n the comemanan, 1 pomnted and smd to
Thamon “How comathanm b "L — 0t sy

Oh, he sad

ol " e soufied
m

3
You wili pardon me please” T must work for a while 1
¥l be free 1 3 half hour and we can talk some more”
Wherenpon e walked the few yards to the cage, opened
the door swang amself i, Litched the door after him and
then gue the stzmal to the tage boys to jet the eats into
R the nnx with im
3 My finst wild amimal anterest was the big eats—and to
thusday 1 the kit s the greatest That may be becanse they
« ¢ the most temnfying Actually, T think my interest 15 a
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anmals, almost the way a parent does to his ohf

The next morning the hon was full of pep and st
came up to hus cage he was assiduonsly lapping “PS o
ik the boys could put 1n hus cage After the third dar
began pulvenzing meat and puttmg 1t 1n the mi
found that he was able to get most of this meat vp
hus tongue and to swallow at without chewng He
some. weight, but he came through that operanon
fully and recovered completely

Six weeks later we anesthetized hum again openodl‘-z
law up and removed the wire The jrw had bt peried X
the bone was smooth and strught and hard, and “‘h’_’
completely healthy hon who went back mto the nag 1i*
performed yust as well as he ever had before He heed v
jears after that, when he finally did de, not so very o3
2go, 1t was from old age

I had hoped that nothing of this sort would tum £2
quite 50 soon, but i looking back on st § thiak pc!lmPs ‘}f
opesation, coming when 1t dud, 15 the Juckigst thing 4
happened to me dunng that pertod This was no seubd
treatmment It was something for which there was Iittle
any precedent If st hadn t worked I don't know ho¥
would kave feit The fact that st was successful gave 7'
2 amount of confidence that T nceded badlv at that tim®
and which Fam sure enabfed me to save the hves of cour”
less other ammals dunng the ensming months

Alfred Court and I were fnends and saw a great deal ¢
each other until he retied quite recently The fnendshs
dated from tius operation As we worked together, both #f
the same end, cach of us realired—without erther of ¢
saging anything—that we were men who were happies
when we were working for and with animals We weren
mesanthropes our selationships with people were excellen
and enjoyabler But we were more at Yhome with anenals
\When there had been a chotce mm our \l‘vcs, eachi of s ke
always made the decision that Kept us close to animalg
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=ts Themale can wsually be sdentified by the tremendous
21re o the back of his head and around his neck The
o33 3 bittle dess fexce than people magime He 152 nosv
2l and newy animals bhe nowy people e » -
n2ad's The Lon mol = 4~
;at He can be tae
rezag Hewsancea « @ vuNY

Trarers, however have been attacked by hons they
Save evea been 3iled by them While | was wotking on
2sbook, Mae hovar whom 1 knew well when she was an
.03} franer for Rinching Brothers, sas killed by a Lon
2 Calfomu When a lion atta-ks he will never spang 1n
#2¢ Yezp and and on vou the Wit some of the other cats
& He s more tikely to come m rushes, or he will knock
i down wath bs paw Hs claws are long and sharp His
72 s beavy ord can eosile bregk 2 man s Pack or hus neck
“efe the anumal pounces o hum The hon 15 most dxn
seees when males ard females are 1 the nng together

t w35 Dazmoo who poted out to me that of alt the
Rarle ey, the hon 15 the omb oze that travels m prdes or
Tzt The tigers, the leopards, the panthers, all tavel
ather smzhy o 4n pars. That makes an impottant df
Fteame 1y the 1engle, when a honess mw the pade comes
1 ket 3l the males will fight aver her Thev will fight
t] eae eme-ges the victor He tmay have left 2 trn of
el mimed, e smph wounded ammals behund That
weons made aad the femate g0 off together mam, mamy
e 7aav a0 almort complete hudng, and there they have
'-‘h;t ¥00.ats 10 3 hozeymooa They sty swa tao or
LLS wezks Most of that hime th=3 seither hunt nor eat,
232 hould an wforunate an.eal o man terne m ther
"3 ke 8 quell, deposed of
1 S20¢ o sle imelimck dossn § Jeay, b

happeas 1o be dmea ooto 3 shp .m:l qz;;zngs;::‘gfg:
‘:JZL\':D"»Q:&' of mlles 3wy fron home, Wild anmmals,

T e o be remadad, g e AT Bwe thes tan be



34 Curens Doctor

combination of admiration for their beauty and digt
and the challenge they present to any man, be he tran
doctor, or cage boy Visitors to winfer quarters by
thousands stand 1n front of the cages of these ammals ¢
almost mvanably call them by the wrong name A n
will stand n_front of a leopard eage and say to his »
“ Come aver here, Mary, and look at these tigers’

It seemed odd to me that tius should be so until 1
membered that except i our Jargest cities there arc
2005 and the vast majonty of our population never has !
chance to sec wild amimals That accounted, I suppos
for the tremendous populanty of the circus menage
when the show went on the road Tlhis was the only 2
many people ever saw, and a considerable zoo 1t was

As 4 result of my fnendship wath Court wnd Dhotre
my increastng fondness for the cats, T now began to Ier
more about them than I had ever known before I talk
to the cat men [ read amimal books

The commonly found cats in our zoos and crrcuses 3
the hons, hgers, leopards, black panthers, jaguars, bl
jaguars, and then some of the smaller ones such as occfol
cougars, wldeats The differences are rather strilung

The Jion, of course, h1s long been known as the King
RBeasts 1 ashed Damoo once whether be felt the title jus'
1

“Yes® he sud, ‘i my opmion at i First of all, he loo!
the part Iie looks hke a king He has size he has digmt
he has what appears to be great pnde Secondly, ov¢
though some of the smaller ammals can attack. faster tha
he can the long hay around Ins neek usnally prevents h
gething halled by them I think, Damoo concluded, * th:
1f there 15 a Jang of the jungle, the hon certanly carns th

o
mzﬂxc Yion 15 one of the few ammals that nearly everybod
secogmzes It comes from Afuca It 1s the Tapest of 4
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£ The male can wsually be identified b the tremendous
100 0n e back, of lus head and around bis veck, The
11 2 hitle less 6xvee ban people wmagioe He s 2 nossy
ymil, and nosy ammals e nowsy people are usually
wendle The hos wakes nends easily He 1 hughly wntell
2, He can be taught tncks rather essly if he 1s caught
bung He 1 2 more anymal to hase around
Teuners, howsser, base been atticked by hons; they
e tren been hlled by them Wade I was workiwg or
5 book, hae Kovar shom 1 knew well when she wasan
mma} tranes for Runghmng Brothers, was klled by a low
3 Cabforniz When 2 hon attacks he will ncver spang m
e Jexp and Jand on you the way some of the other ety
Wil Re s more Bely to come m tashes, of he will knock
o2 down wath s paw Fhs clows are long and sharp His
31w 15 heavy and can easily dreak a man s back or hus neck
oefore 1he ammal pownces on um "The Tom 43 most dan
zetous when males and femules are 1n the nng together
1t was Damoo who pomted out to me that of all the
jungle cats, the Jion 15 the onlv one that trasels 1o prides, or
gsoups The tzess, the Teopards the panthers, all travel
aither singly or m purs That makes an mmportant df
ference In the pongle, when a Joness i the pode comes
1 heat all the males will fight over her They wall fight
\;mm ot emerges e vietor He may hnve feit 2 tram of
dead, mamed, of stmply wounded ammals betund That
“}“mus male and the temale go of together many, many
ey away an almost complete hiding and there they hne
=% ameunts 1o 2 honeymoon They st3) v tno or
three s.eels Most of that time they newthes hust nor cat,
and shawld 2y uafortonate animal of tags come 1a the
2 1 e u qerchly disposed of
That ume pragle wastinet doesn’t Teave 2 han because be
; Bappens to be doven onta 3 ship and quartered m 3 curens
wazy L!xm.:sa-:fls of miles away from home, Wild animals,
hrem te b cmmded ase never timg; they can be
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trained with patience to do certain tncks but they 2
still wild m every Tespect

In the nng when a female lion comes imto heat !l
males as a rule don t fight only because the tramer h
them under control They have been pumished m the ps
for fighting m the nng and remembering that punishmer
they st1y on their pedestals But they do growl at &
other 1nd esery instinct urges them to fight Thes arce
tremely nervous At thus time they are very unpleasont
15 at this point that any slight change from the usual |
voice or movement—anything at all unfamuhar that ¢
trmner does—is hikely N
another aninal make
peated 1t s kely to o
pomt he will attack erther the other ammal or perha
the tramner humself For that reason many truners wi
;cmmc the femalc from the act dunng the tune she s
icat
A very good friend of mme Dick Clemens was nttacke
twice 1m one tecent serson by a lon 1t the time a femal
1 the cage was i heat Once a hon knocked om dov
and mauled lnm The other ime he bit lum through th
shoulder At that pomnt the relaionship became so strane
that Clemens had to take this hion out of tus act Yetr
this case the ion was 1 bottle fed pet of Clemenss he b
been carefully rused and tramed by Dick from the bim
the antmal was 2 cub Nevertheless when jungle mstine
comes to the fore even domestic born hons arc biinded &
tlungs hike loyalty and fnendslup He reminded cverybod
that he was a jungle anunal

Lion acts are sensational becanse the ammals are Jarge
because they do Jook fierce and beeause 1 trainer who caf
train a hon to fegn attack can make himself look ke :
very great heo nd

f 1mers are the ones wath stnpes They are conss lesed by
mnn; tramers the most vicons and the least relnble ol
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. Both ansmas are extremely vicows They are quicks
y bave mean tempers; but they also have a Ingh degree
atellizence and can be traned to do a number of amaz-

tric!
J2moo tells that when he stasted leamning about animal
1mng, at the age of thirteen, hus first tnck was to nde
xger around the nng His teacker told um, “If you can
m o get along with hizers, pothung Wll keep you From
11g a great annmal man 7
The tiget 1 the hreest of the cats nest to the bon, fre-
eafly measunng taelve to thuteen feet from nose to tail,
& weghing up to four hundred and ity pounds. In
tion, tre tiger probably looks fiercer than any of the
Ser eals
;ﬂe Xtvpa‘xd B3 mxnp:r@’mth small, spotted anmal,
SN Aot S RN Sl

e tide o the himb of 2 tree and leap on 27y passing
v Mam maturalists contend that be s the best-camou-
3204 23l 1n the wemele Mo o cas Ao datm = 1 12
" - Ld
4us 1€ 135 o keopards who penmit hum to camy them
‘:mnd b5 reck Tke fur p eces even though ther wagh m
he nr:!e‘:?:hood of oae hund-ed and ££6y pounds
The black ganther s actealte 3 forck {sopard L3%e hu-
a8, somae dnenal aow melensticthst s, born wath an
i:?: “cJ‘b.x:‘ F5mst, 3 comd hon opposite to albmowm,
oL peme=t A spetted Teopurd mav hace 3 btter
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contaiming one or more black leopards likewase breedin
{’“o]bhck leopards may produce either black or spotted
oth
This 15 the ammal normally cafied the “panther’
(though vanous countries often refer to some local ammt
as a panther) If you cver look at this sort of panthe
closely you will find that although Ius coat scems to &
solid black, he actually contuns the same spotting as
Jeopard m 2 black of even darker mtensity than the rest ol
the coat e 15 2 freal, and perhaps because he 1s poorh
camouflaged for the jungle the black panther i ove
quicker than the lcopard and 15 commonly considered th
most dangerous ammnl to work with ¥e 15 almost 1mpos
sible to make friends wath, and sometimes doesn’t p1!
h : h ST s, whenthe
plag ful—pus’
on the oth
hand, develops mto a smariing mass of fury withun 3 I3
wecks after he 1s bom Ie seems to know that things 2™
going to be tough for onc whose color deviates, and Iteral
comes out fighting He gets norse and worse throughost
Iits hfe, and can be controlled only through sheer wil
power and patience on the part of the traner e alway
rematns 1 sullen and somew hat reluctint pupit
The spotted jagur looks Itke a leopasd but gs natne 12
the Western Hemisphere from Texas to Pargyy 1le ¢
shghtly larger and more heasily budt than the Ante of
Afncan leopird, and his face 1s larger and more tnangular
1his head and neck hase a ssimilanity to a bull's rather than
a cat’s The jaguar 1s normally not too brght, although
he can be trmmned, and he has the same kind of meannc
that a leopard has 1t 15 seldom that onc finds tramners gosng
out of thear ws to work with hum
“The black jaguar has the same rehtion to the spottcd
1ar as the panther docs to the spotted leopard 1¢ 45 3

ot
138 L It 1s pootly camouflaged and 1t 1s 2 vicious yyolent

fren
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Munal A triner very seldom works 1th black jaguars be-
JUSe 1t 1q ¢ apparent o the audien, t

€S Cony
°ty long apprcntxccshlp
Ived Assortmeny of them ity )
Al

d 2 nng g
o € C2ge at ope time o] g
0€ and i the 05t admyreq feat of 4
All wilg ] triners will adm,

1 that once a0 anymg)
Comp], 9t of conprg) there 5 thn,
Tdo Ayp, zh there o,

e a tramer
ug ¥ on thatyy 5 Pinch
¢ tramner oy W out by yoq Ner ang b € 2nim;)
22, thys Rever done 4y, the
$Us and | doypy that
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haps 1 the pay wagon The explanabon scems loye
enough As Alfred Court suid to me once W hat wov
you do with a gun? With an audicnce completelh s
rounding you »f you missed the ammal you would v
doubtedly Iut one or more spectators and  he addx

your chances of mssing the animal would be execlien
Remember Iis attack 1s sudden Ilc 1s comng at you {l
1s moving He 15 1 the middle of a leap Hessdning O ©
sou have come to the pomt of realizing that 1 shek an
hold hum off he 1s almost on you You fire at a quek
moving target The chances of Juthing him with one shn
out of one try are almost neghgible Lyen if you are Juck
cnough to do that jou probably won t save yourself be
cause he continues bis leap which he has started He pred
ably won t dic nstantancously because your mm cant &
ilx;xk good on a mowving target and so you shil get hutt ¢
1Hed

Their safets depends on therr abiity to keep the ar
mals under control or to defend themsches m other waw
aganst any ammal out of contro]

T spent many hours dunng those first fow months lan
g on a fence outside the ¢t bamn talking to Alfred and
Damoo I believe [ hike cats parth because of my fondnet
for thesc two men but T think 1t worked the other wir
too bhecause 1 was fond of cats 1 mstinctively hked thee
men md was fasamated by therr profession

Both of them scemed i many wavs rather pirdovical
Alfred Conrt not only had the won nenve and the phasical
dommance that all ammal traners must have but he 3 3
also a very courteous most Old World courtly persen
s name mught almost have been tailared for hum

Datnoo although short of stature, often mpresses lus
audiences as 3 grnt 11e t0o has an ur of phyvsical dom
nance wmcluding a sort of darcdenil quality But Dimoo 15,
also somethmg of an ntellectual e 15 steeped i a bk
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cead of Hinda philocophy and Hindu puishasm Al
9ugh hus lfe has not m~luded more than fve months of
sl educatron, be 1s onc of the most Jearned men T have
et met. H.s knowl=dge of anumals 1s thoronghly pract.cal,
t eare he has 2 heen mterest wn the ammaLLhc " ov‘b
T XN e 3 s N miar ek nn mebdan mal

¢ of the most ml.ghtcmx‘; expenences i the wosld

1ike Tazaz, for whom he once doubled m a move,
Jar200 was cused wath wild arumals He was born m Indn
=d at the aze of thurteen had already spent thes vears ma
5 nces crows Thoe vears were spent as an acrobat,
Yova, and tnck bicvele ndew but at thirteen he begas
2010y Loas, =5 4 student an mal trumer Br the tune be
325 s~eateen he was well knowm thiosghout Inda as s
Lrzdenit b oyele zcrobat and an equally daredevid anunal
baner

He bashd ramy na~on escapes He has on manv ocm
PRSS SUSpR vl B O S R
.. .-
lﬂ‘d;i“v_hn‘ts,” he o5 “31d even tme 1t was my own
. ‘;(cs‘ 113 1+s agree that the chuef faul* among trugens
32 the thuef resson for the's be ng burt 15 that they ba
e overconfident and ate 1 bred to forgst that thear
22 mas gre 93l jungle cestures The traner who remem

ih.} 1s alwavs on hus guard The tramer who docsn t
avrualh ges ket or kalled

W
W‘}'&e:niuvﬂd e Damoo or Alfred easwallk walkig

oy S sith thar aumals, practiemng thas acte fohy
73 €7 wrdls a~imals, ard comng out 2emm to have 2
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frankfurter between rehearsals, T would ash them whetbt
they ever wormed about getting hurt someday 1t seer
smpossible that they did, and at the same tme 1t seemre
unhikely that they wouldn’t What T Jcaned was that

parently with all wild ammal tramers thete 15 usnally &
fear as the rest of us know 1t Dimoo has told me i
times that he 1s thoroughly aware of danger, that *‘C}““"
just what each animal 15 likely to do to him, but this * fear
as he calls t, 15 apparently a mental process, not an et
tional one On the other hand, I have seen ammal trane
who on certamn days scemed really fnghtened.

1, myself, on the many occastons when I Tiave gone ‘f“
a cage with a wild ammal, have vsually been fnghtcng‘f
Through my own experiences and through talling to wi.
ammal tramers I have evolved a theory that 1s at odds» ™
that of the medical profession "

1 had always heard that animals could “smell fear”,
if a human were really afraid of an ammal, the anur?
would know 1t no matter what the person did to coser’
up I think this s wrong I think 1'can provide eviden”
to make a case for the fact that amymals cannot smell fe
thit fear 15 not somethung tangible 1 think animals ¢
sense fear, but I think they get it through the tone of a pt
son’s voice and from his actions I myself have handn
harses, mean flarses, of whom I was ternficd, but by keep
g my voice stern and my actions defimte, I was able !
Keep that fict from the animals Some of these horses,
know, would have kicked me into a corner if they ha
been able fo smell my uncertunty And I hive gone i
cages with beats and leopards who would have attacke
me mstinctnvely if they had felt T was bluffing m) contic



Starhnz~W sth 2 Roar 43

a2 dor 25 1 was walkang auex to the ontdoor ong to
wa.h Damoo 1ehearse Yus act. 1 noboed 2 cluster of peo-
peamnad aue of the cages Immoverto the cage Damoo,
sho spends alt bis free hours walking up and down
froab of the cages makmg fnends with has ammals and
Yeepoz 2n 6ve on Yhen, had discovered a resk n the
2] of Lima, ene of b s pumas

“Together ne Jooked a* the fail Yes, definttels brolen .

{(We peret discovered how this happened ¥ mught have
Yem clred br 2 pexghibor aithouzh there wese no thw
ks Semetmes ahen an ammal ss bemng shuttled from
on¢ cage to another the cage bov swings the uon mte
clored bekad the amma) too gu ckh while transfernag
b n A qat, 23 5007 as ke 15 through a gate, often swigs
2,0med a7 stats through in the other direction Fot ths
“qa 21 the bovs Jearn ta woth vens opdly closing the
g2'es, and 1t M3y hnve beem that Lima got ber tail caught
and breken fhat wan )

She didn {33070 0 e 1 pan N e decaded that together
wewo.d na het wta the squeere cage 2ud Damoo could
g2ahaad an] work the rest of the anmah while § ppesated
1h3) rever wended a puma s tail before, but of course I
®2d bsd wirilar operanions on domestic aaumals

1 ad 2 coup's of the cage by hiold ber forepaws oat
thro b the bars of the squeeze caze and I gave ber an
=Lea of Nerbotal When she was as'rep 1 opened the
back end of the squeeze cage—1 d.dnt hother to remove
1'::‘ tetanee thes operztion ddnt Bhe ven lorg—and et
the 7, binding st hihitly with a plaster cast whach 1 hoped
e nom'dnt chen up too soen

“1 wat-hed hes vers cavefolh for the nest few daps A}
th Sh 3t Bt the cast hathered het and she &id chen atat
al “‘Y-'b t she left enonzh on for protectian the tail staved
© P 3'23 Py m e fact that there was a0 annovance
lam terd=d to mile Lama coustions crouzh of the il

e dsmrnag ¢ aroead ot gettag it caght i phmes
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that tught have myured it When we removed the
her tail was perfectly straght Damoo put her nght |
wmto the act and she was an cabirely healthy and pic
able animal

T stumbled across some amazng facts dunng those
fow weeks that big cats have snus trouble for instt
Alfred Court had suspected this for a long time, and
whenever an ammal of hus appeared sluggish he would
me over and we would examine 1t Lyverything 1foun
firmed Ius suspreion On certan days, certan of the
would hang their heads low, mdicating headache 1
would be either 1ll tempered or completely spintless,
pending on the individual animal

T found that letting an ammal rest for a couple of ¢
would usually help him recover and frequently, mi
aspinin i Jus food would speed the process—30 grans
hon, 15 grams to a leopard, 6o gruns to a horse. {
grains 1s the adult human dose )

I knew that horses frequently soffer from smus o
when 1 cold 1s neglected and the ammal 15 work
]md, \What apparently happens 1s that the cold mllm

r r 1 . . 9
. ‘ Lo

. subl
both horses and dogs In these cascs, as with hum
aspinn relieves the pun There hase been a fow horse:
which [ have actually had to opemte to drun the infect
but these cases are rare and 1 do 1t only sshen absols
necessary

I had bought a rather large and 15 I recall an cxpen
black leather bound notcbook, and here it was [ be
wating down jottinzs of new nformation  obsenat:
theonies and just plun facts This { hoped would be ue
on the road when things were ruehied and we were work



Elephants Have Tender Shins
€77 fiahy Schedule when 1 didn t hayye time to g4
chat mygly 10ezs and cage boys and menazene meq be-
ore making decisions

ClapTEpgp Iv Elephans

Haye Tender Shing

ut Bve eichbor toq), me for 3 nge 1
™ and those dayy I olutionan
ed for s nething
i ha

and
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to offer me the job, the aircus tram was pulling into th
Atlanta sidmg and prepanng to unload
Suddenly onc after another, the elephants dropped ¢
the ground By the time the boys were ready to walk ther
to the lot most of the amimals were out cold
The newspapers made a good deal of it at the tme b
cause there was something of a mystery attached to 1t Q‘J
viously, the Ringling Brothers and Bamum & Bailey ¢
phant herd had been poisoned
A number of the ammals died very quckly The oth
were saved, although some of them were violentls sick f'“!
a while Nobody could imagine who would duslile ¢
phants enough to feed them poson What made the my
tery even deeper was the fact that the clephant hed »
never unguarded It 1s guarded partly to Leep people {2
teasing or hurting the animals and partly to heep thea™
mals under control If one clephant should ever bresk
foose and go on a rampage the tendency 1s for the othes
to do so
In this particular case the clephants had been watched
very carefully and yet had been poisoned The sunvisi’s
clephants were treated on the spot Post mortems we*
performed on the dead clephants and it was determm
by Iaboratory tests that arsenic had lilled them
The mystery was finally sohved when 3t was found the
not too far from the rulrord siding at the previous st™
there had been a chemical factory Among the waste ma'e
mals which at scattered—it supposed harmlessly—over tHe
surrounding terntory was arseme \Vhen, quite mnocentl
the clephants’ hay had been scattered over this arsent
covered ground some of the animals had taken enough to
Ml them Those that didn t die still took enough to g¢*
1ch
* C'I'hc sctennanan who treated the clephants gave g medr
cine wtrasenously 1 the car In several cases, some of the
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1daame got out of the vemn into the tender hssue of the
3 3nd abscessed

By the tane | joined the ascus, we had some thuty cle-
bants with abscesses behand their ears. Walter McChin
“ok¢ the news to me The clephants had had these ab-
sess¢s for some weehs before I got there, but they weren't
90 senous MeClam knew that as soon as 2 vetennanan
w3 nred he could take care of them He was also smart
nouzh ‘Dot to confront me with a problem lite that dur-

1 i

hmselt We chatted rdh for thisty munutes or so and then
be wked, “Dog, you know much about elephants?”

:Nq I'dont knaw amsthing about clephants”

Doz, we'e got some sick elephants”

“That's just foe,” 1 smd “What s wiong with them™

“Well; he sud, “vou remember reading about the
Posoning v Atlintz A lot of them are still snffenng from
the aftereffects ™

“Well, 11 sce what can be done about at,” 1 sud. “Do
-ﬁm.]ﬂ you treat them®”
5" he sud slowh “ think maybe the two of us

w}:\\\ e able to mamage On the whole they are fandy
x:r'x::mc you e tieating themn~that 15, of course, 1f you

= % sy wsmontnys highly intellgent, yos— rEybabIa
)3!- most wtellizent of 2} wald Jmmﬁ:ﬁtep)t clmjx)xps Bui
¢ 14w wprohictable. They have beess known to at
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tack, for no apparent reason Despite my qualms, thev &
to be worked on, however, and I was only thankful an s
telligent elephant man like Walter McClain was around !
help 1 got some of my equipment together and westar
walling over to the elephant Lraal

“FIl tell you one thing about these clephant abscess®
Walter sad “Just drmming won’t be enough [ guess ¢
would call them meapsulated abscesses, because what h-“
pens 1s that a capsule scems to have formed betwect t
cartilage and the shin Instead of just digging & hole 3
draining, you'll have to cut and actually remove the who
capsule ”
“Well,” T sud, “let mc open one up and 1 soon £
out”
The clephant kraal 1s really a row of open sheds foro
mto a square with a watening trough m the center Asye
enter, you find four sohid rows of elephants staring at ¢
from around the sides Lach 1s chamed to a ning embece
1n conerete by one hind and one front leg There 15216
cham strung across m front of each row of ammals to bee
people from getting too close to them In the caircus, ths!
Luown as the “picket line ™

The cleplnt who was in particular pam this das ©
named Jenny She was restless She was moving her hes
m arcles and stamping her feet Walter and 1 nppro:ch'
her cantiously, and Walter grabbed the elephant hook

Ths 15 a stick about the length of a broom handle
the end of 1t 15 a smal), dull hool This hook 1s used by 2
clephant men 1n leading and traming clephants 1t does?
hurt the ammal, but st tugs at her in one direction or 3°
other and she soon learas to tespect orders given by mess
of the hook

Walter got m front of Jenny, holding her trun] up an
her head down I could just about reach the arey any bac
of the car where 1t was nccessary to operate As soon as
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ched her, Jenny started bobbing her head 2nd weaving
gite the hook 5

“Why 15 she bouneing so much?” 1 asked Walter ana
& “Iam pot hurhing her 1am just patting ’}’m' ear
“Touching them can dme them nearly crazy,” Waltet
1 “Dudnt you hnow, Doc, that elephants have very
wdex shnst™

“Are you kudding?” | seoffed, slapping my hand sharply
Jensy's grav hde to dusprove Walters joke To my
uzement feuny never Binched She even scemed to

au

“That’s what Tmean, Doe,’ Walter linghed “They love

Erm slap, but 2 fiy or a tiekle on thexr sk will dove
onn ™

~m

1 was bang ctonded by the elephant next to Jenny be-
‘ase the elephants on the picket Iine are chamed rather
¢ to each other 1 took out mv symnge and, after
oppng the arer woth antiseptic, mjected a local anes
e just to be sure An anesthehe 1n t very good for this
123 of thing usually, becouse an ammal can fight the 1
<hion as much a5 the opemtion and an miected part Lke
X310t too tesponsive becawse of the fact that the mfee

Suddealy, without my knowng 1t th lepha

P g ¢ elephant next i
ot ::;'::Aitms.m.x 1wl never Ynow~—dropped her
achp

oty

Tl
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and 15 my weight made it go taut, 1t sprung me back 2.
I Tinded it on my bick undemeath Jenny

[y sprawled on the ground, half stunncd TOTe 462
than I have ever been m my hfe, when Jenny's blid!
overfloned Then I moved so fast that it mght be
seribed a3 bouneing .

Only one thin~ ~ * ¢ '
and there, and t}
the hool and he
forth nd laugh .
mediately and I maniged to pull mysclf together pat!
up my dampened digmity, and, in a much calmer famzt
mind, continue the operation

Thave had hundreds of such operations sinee but Thv
neser hlked them-wnot one As a general rule, the dbye”
becomies as bag as @ mans hand and I hase to m:k:f
correspondingly big openming through which to work |
abscess must be picked with siher mitrate to Joo en §
capsule, md then worked around 1nd around by hand w1
the entire eapsule 15 loosened and e be taken ont throus®
the openung Tt 15 seldom punful to the cephant bat £
mahe 1 termble fuss simply beeause they do not bike to te
handled

Llephants I fcr could never be wfluenced by the st
fermnine fouch

An clephant will mvarmably toss by and dirt or wh
ever he ean get lus trank around onto hys back Jt 15 s
dom you see an elephant without this laver of durt and by
on fus brek The hay and dirt 15 msulation agunst 15
pricks and tiekles of flies and mosqtutoes an clephantd
worst enemies This surpnsed me beeause T had alwaw

thought as 7 nst pee le do, that an clephant ¢
2 thick shay > that way | hust
Icamed 8] 4 ses also hiave o0
der shins & them s to wa

up and Yung 1
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mber when considenng wallang wp to pat a hppo )
An elephant's normal femperature 15 nmty mne to a
ndied degrees but the temperatuze of the veteonanan
urg 1t alwags shoots sky high when he 15 tryng to get
#2407 on an elephant ‘The thermometer 15 about faur
“hes fong but st 15 breokables 20d 1t can be Jost—T always
'2stnog to the one I am using 50 I can recover it And
senevet the performance of temperature taking 1s neces
¥ 1 always lke to have the elephant tramer handv
hen the tramer 15 around  the animal has 1 combtration
both fear and confidence He has a fear of domng some-
22 be 15 1ot supposed to do and the confidence that
3 will come to bum Sometimes the tramer humself
1 take the elephant s temperature More often he will
2d 3t the animal s bead and talk to her and yust gener
¥ keep her calm while [ {1y to get the readmg
Whes we do find an elephant with 1 hugh temperature
Other symptoms of stomach upset we have our work
Pleasntly cut out for us A horde can be fed a laatne
any other medicine by means of a capsule There’s no
3t all 1o making 3 harse swallow such a capsule This
ot true of an clephant An elephant s mouth can t be
‘ll open His teeth are hatd and strong and you cant
wachaince on Pputting your hand wn s mouth sf you are
g him do semetbung he doesn t want to do He wont

et stomach 1 decided sinpl:
?fh z, hx'omnch t)ubc tddntwork It would work
'3y other animal o get 1 tabe 1010 the stomach yo

~it through the nose Well I next became a n‘m’:
“i( mhng wi! l}!c trarer and holding the clephant s
e R ! down the hatne
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and as my weight made 1t go taut, it sprung me
1landed flat on my back undemeath Jenny

Tay sprawled on the ground, half stunned more SCT'B}
than I have ever been m my hfe, when Jenm's bladde
overflowed Then I moved so fast that it might be de
sesibed as bouncmng

Only one thing saved me from mving up the arcus the
and there, and that was * b T A aneed
the hook and hie was dos
forth and laughing fit t
medutely and 1 managed to puit myseil luge ,
up my dampened digmity, and, i g mach calmer frame ¢
mind, continuc the operation {

1 have had hundreds of such operations since, but That
never hked them—not one As a general rule, the abscest
becomes as big as a man's hand and I have to make ‘
corzespondingly big openmg thiough sluch to work Th
abscess must be packed with silver nitrate to looscn the

- "stenonded wround and around by hand unfg

handled w

Llcphants, ¥ fcar, could never be mfluenced by the “solt
femmine touch *

An clephant will myanably toss hay and dut or what
ever he can get Ins trunk around onto Yus back Tt s s¢l
dom you sec an clephant without this taser af dist and hav
on his back The hay and dirt 15 msulation aganst the
pricks and ticMes of flies and mosquitoes an elephants
warst enemies This surpnsed me ?)ccausc I had alwaps
thought, 1s 1 suppose most people do, that an efephint 18
a thick shinned ammal He simply Jooks that way [ hwve
learned that lippoporams and shunoceroses also hase ten
der shins The worst thing you can do to them gs 1o walk
up and touch them Ightls” (Thus 15 2 good tun~ to 1o
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mber when considermg walking up to pat a huppo )
An clephant’s normal temperature 1 nmty mine to a
D R I N L e aboe.o -~
+3 yomg $o the one § 2m wang so ¥ oam 1etover . And
henever the pedormance of temperature talung 15 neces
7 1 alnass Mie ta have the elephant tramer handy
vhen the truneras srourd, the ansmal has 2 combination
{ both fear and confidence e has a fear of downg some-
33 he 15 ot supposed to do, and the confidence that
0 ham will come to hum Sometumes the tramer, bimself,
Ul take the elephant s temperature Aose often he will
tond 2t the amimal's head and Bk to her and ust gener
Uy keep her calin while I try to get the reading

When we do find 3n elephant with 2 hugh tempemture
nd other svmptoms of stamach upset, we have oar work
apleasantly cut put for us A horse can be fed a Jaxatve
t any other medicine by means of a capsule There's no
~ck 2t all to makung 2 barse swallon such a eapsule. This
s ot true of an elephant. An ecphant s mouth cant be
5‘}3 open His teeth are hard and strong and you cant
take a chance on puttiag your hand n hus mouth of you are
making hum do something he docsn twant todo He wont
swillow amvthing he doesnt want to snallow, and his
Y2281 10 porerful that nothing can get past gt 1f the
€cpiint doesn £ approve: All ta all, he 15 2 duficult patsent

The £t time ooe of Walter McClan's elephants gotan
et pomach, 1 demrded sumply to feed her 2 bvabun
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and as my weight made 1t go taut, 1t sprung me back anc
I landed flat on my back undemeath Jenny

1 lay sprawled on the ground half stunned more scaret
than I have ever been 1n my life, when Jenny's bladde
overflowed Then I moved so fast that 1t might be de
scribed as bouncing

Only one thing saved = fam a ymo nn the arcus ther
1nd there, and that was e )
the hool and he was do -
forth and laughing fit to kil His attitude eased me m
mediately and I mantged to pull myself together, patel
up my dampened dignity, and, m a much calmer frame o
mind, continue the operation

I have had hundreds of such operations since, but I havt
never liked them—not one As a general rule, the absces
becomes as big as a mans band and I have to make ¢
correspondingly big opening through which to work Tht
abscess must be packed with silver mtrate to loosen tht

capsule, and then worked around and around by hand uatt
R L 4 Tan o +through

1t they
to be

handled \

Elephants, I fcat, could never be mfluenced by the * soft
fermmmne touch”’

An elephant will mvanably toss hay and durt, or what
ever he can get his trunk around, onto hus back It 15 scl
dom you see an elephant without this layer of dirt and hay
on his back The hay and dirt 15 msulation agamst the
pncks and tickles of flies and mosquitoes, an_elephants
worst encmies This surpnised me, because T had always
thought, as I suppose most people do, that an elcphant 15
a thick skinned animal He simply looks that way I have

.Tearned that hippopotami and rlunoceroses also hive ten
der shins The worst thing you can do to them 15 to walk
up and touch them lightly’ (This 1s a good thing to rc-
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tber when considering walking up fo pat 3 huppo )
An dq;h:nt's normal temperature is! nént} nine to @
i . S AT U A U

ches lt;ng, but 1t 15 breakable: 2nd 1t can be lost~1 always
#2 stning to the one [ am wsing so [ can recover tt And
henever the performance of temperature tahing ¥s neces-
w, I always Jike to have the elepbant tramer handy.
vhea the trumer 15 around, the antmal has a combination
£ both fear and tonfidence He has a fear of domg some-
uam Ba e el o emeead tn do -wd the confidence that
s the trainer, humself,
. - . More often, he will
13 3t the ammal s head ang talk to her and st gener-
Uy keep her calm whde 1 try to get the readimg
When e do find an elephant with a high ternpenture
nd other svmptoms of stomach upset, ne hae our wark
nplesantls cut out for us A horse can be fed a laxative
o any other medicene by means of 2 capsale There's no
nck 2t all to making a horse sxallow such a capsule This
3 mot true of an elephant An elephant s month can’t be
aeld open. HLs teeth are hard and strong and sou can't
take 2 chance an putting yous hand w s mouth of vou ase
making hum do somethiag be doesn’t want to do Henon't
:‘;:E?’:Yuir.\thmg 'lt\c‘ d‘ocsn’t want to swallow, and hrs

|§~:..l.~:~ Tlf&‘.l' 1 weudod sxr.nply to feed her a lamtve

= 0w WY 1O £t Ber to swal) down the Tierti e
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(The normal laxatne dose for an elephant 15 one galloa
of raw hinsced o1l )

The clephant was Lva It took about five gallons before
we got one gallon into Eva's stomach She would stick
her trunk 1n her mouth, draw out the medicine we ha
managed to pour i and squirt 1t all over Walter and me
We sloshed around anlle decp n laxatne, and deaded
sadly that as a general routme this was not gong to wotk
A new system was called for

I next tned a medicine called Lentn, and this later be
came my standard clephant procedure Lentm 1s.a laxataé
that can be given by mjection It 15 extremely strong an
has to be admimstered with great care It 1mmeduately
starts secretion of all the glands in the body and 1t works
1n about ten minutes If there 15 a danger that the ammi
}Ilmy have an obstruction m his intestinc, Lentn can ki

1m

Llephants come down waith chills frequently, exactly the
way horses do It 1s casy to medicate a horse with brands
using a dose syringe but an elephant 1s almost impossible
to treat with a dose synnge A dose synnge 15 Jong cnoug!
to reach way back into an anmmals moutl, by holding the
ammal s head back and unloading the synnge you &®
make lum swallow Not an clephant When they havt
cnlls and won t take brandy T give them an injection ©
camphorated o1l and guaiacol or some sumilar preparation

‘The clephants have alwavs been a sort of yetermanan's
nusance factor, because they seldom get anytlung sen
serous but they are contmually nhing with one hittle thin
or another Tor mstance, very often a tush will break an
the root will have to be extracted (what 1 do then s to cut
back three or four mches and pick out the broken picees

of tusk)

Al of our clcphants are femnles because we haye found
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5 the maleg tend to be toublemalers Since elephants
b eed ‘erywell i Captity, there s ng advantage iy
males

Nemaley, ractice to remoy e 5 barge portion of the
tok 25 500 gy uep;et 2N elephant, <o 1f she should start to
ke trouble, she will be 5 £00d deal lass danpernne o b
<he would be ¢ sheeenmi s .

Estdn Gualms ¢ -

~ v Ul lWe boys

£021% ker down on et kniees and | tyke ey tusks off aboyt

Eur inches from her cheeks with 5 hack an There 15 no

ity goq the elephanygg don't seem o und the car

10 the Jeagyy

e 1 alter McClarg B alve—he meg a tngie death

shertly after [ o oed the crcus—he ang | used to k) fre.

uetly ghe, brcl‘dmg elephants [p has proved t, be

\irtually xmp;mﬂa’e, at least 1 g ountry There Jaye
> Tts from

NV and [taly thyy elephants Lye
%2 bred 1 bty ang the offspring haye Ined As far
SLean check s bas nop happened i thys country There
have anegl oibte oumber of eases of elephants having
been brey but noge Where tha fspnng have Ined oyer
Purty g | thiak the reagnn for thus 15 thgy the elephants
Lt be Jofy 3'one ang must be Lept Yary cahm and yy
X ttnd befy o they w] breed
R Tweyd ke, <om,

0 1t woplg E
Tounty ang’y think 4}, Nt
" Cirus woulg be iMimenee



54 Circus Doctor

I Iephint men are among the busiest of animal men, be:
cause thar charges are probably the only ones in captvty
that need mamcuring Llephants have all lands of trouble
with thar fect Their pads get sore, they become mfected,
they have the same hind of cuticle trouble human bongs
do, only worse An clcphant man's spare time 35 wsually
spent worhing on cuticles, panng tot nails, pohshing, b
bing with antiscptic, and, if the elephant act 15 gong 10
be extremely fancy that year, actually applying fingemal

olish
P Our ¢lephants have to walk on concrete going to and
from the lots We have found that it 1s rather hard ot
therr feet "To avoud scnous trouble, we examine cach el¢
phnt’s feet every day We look for cracks, breaks, and
shight infections, and treatment begins at once before the
ammal becomes lame This 15 good for the antmal and we
h}\c found that the time spent 15 decidedly worth ot
while

Sometimes our elephant charges turn up with new, ut
Lnown discases Ihad a phone call recently from an anim
man m St Lows He had 1 traincd clephant act and on¢
of the clephants had developed a rather prominent swel
mg under the belly over 1 area of perhaps two and a half
or three feet Te had asked a couple of local vetennanans
but they were pretty much m the dark because there 18
nothing 1n horses that corresponds to 1t 1 had run across
a mmmot case only once mn the aircus but 1 told lum to
apply hot towels, to heep the ammal s belly cased i hot
packs, licld on with a shng and to heep constantly wetting
them 1 also suggested that he give her streptomyein daly
for fie days As far as I could guess, 1t was a toxie condt
tion caused by an nfection somewhere m the clephants
system and 3t w1s collecting under the skin ot the Jouest
portion of the ammal's body 1 doubted very much \f it
was an mfection of that mmedate arca, or that st was
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. «cugus mfechon anywhere clse. The trainer treated the
2'mal a5 1 suzgested and checled with me by pheoe
vty dav Witha two weeks lus elephaat was all right
2d the alment never recurred.

Pabenlarly a5 they gron older, elephants are likeh to
fer from paralyzed trunk. A <ort of creeping paralysis
ey over ths wital part, 2nd although the anmnal can
sove 1t the trunk does not have ats usm] fexibility nor
‘263 1t have ats normal strength An elephant with pam-
I;z¢d truak can feed humself pretty well, but mstead of
berg able to trunk up and drop his food mte bis mouth,
be bas to toss hus head and catch his meal m oud 3.

The mmor ailments c21 usually be put mta the hands
of the elephant boys, a5 for instance when their skins get
257 and have to be oiled. Onee the proper oil has been
£ to the boy, he can rub it i as well or better than I,
berauce he s there all the bme and the aumal Jnows hum,
. Elephants bite each other's tls, partly out of nervous-
{aess and partly because that's the wav elephants are. The
lafls get wfected at the bitten part and they have to be
‘E?;('d‘m'\h!:\‘ﬂﬂ) \mh_hgk packs and sulfa and other

. 1 2 hurt
- - . afe, and
) a good,
Clrtovmr s b et Lo, 0 om oY,
R .
TP .
R . .
Ja
S . .

!

b, apparenth, she (:ﬂmtd.tht pmu:t .\\hﬂ.c 1
:":‘:& hcr:l became, 10 time, quite attached to Ruth,
I sheas il my clvef assistant 1n my clephant work

R T
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I always semember how 1 Jeamed about elepha®
from Jenny, but anymal men agree that clephnts on thes
N ’ * ' Yy when the mghty
that they and the:

1 hittle while

CHAPTER V  We Don’t Shoot Them
Any More

T tur monszs T hnow they ae exarttble and have to b
watched carefully and T will admt they aren ¢ s smart 8
some of the other amimals They get mjured casily and
don t take care of themseles too well Bot ] bhe them

it may be that my accumulibion of Lnowledge about
them does things for my czo 1don t know what the reasot
15 ultl:ioesnt make any !dlffﬂcncc When I am workinj
with horses no matter how har 5
the hours, I am contented 4 the workor how Jors

T Ithe horses I know how they 1ct and why 1 think I
Lnow what goes on m ther heads I know how to tell 2
horse what T am thinking and 1 hnow how to figure ont
what ke 1s thunking T have taught horses practically every
thing you can teach a horse, and I have learned a Jot from

them too

A hotse can be the most beautsfal animal in the w orh’l4
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dhe s hulthy and wellareq for He can be a good com
Famon for the long pull, or g means of escape 1 5 erisis

OTSCS Can aye VOU Of ryp You, hurt yoy or Protect you

<Y Surpass g]) other anim;lg in their ability to respond
to humay attention 1 Jjpe them

g my firet weels 1 Sarasota 1 was lonesome.

Itwasa g, en for horses STE Wag
yVad ouldn ¢ he together

€ amied gne turday morming She looked wonder
ful. T speny all tha morming Strubbing ang 8100mung her
:nd then ] hern ¢, lower

to limp Sy mueh and the groom
o hzlhoughl the infection
k o

Tt hy tung on fay
O thaory) e days, | tned druning the inf,
X ection, byt
o0l oy o Othe- gy ntver “eened o g any better It was
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sery hard to examine because, althounght Lindy was a gen
tle horse normally and never caused any trouble, the me
ute I went near his bad leg he would stuke out i al
directions with what seemed like all four fect at ont

On ths day, as on most others, I had more thiags to &
than there was time for I was always bewng forced to pul
off a lot of routine work for some emergency By the aftet
noon, everything scemed to be under control and thett
was nothing pressing for attention, so I gave Lindy a locs
anesthetic much aganst his wall and opened up the m
fechion T took out a piece of stick about twoanda hal
wmches long and about three quarters of an mnch m &
ameter It had apparently run up at an angle 1 his 5
above the knee No one saw 1t happen and there had beed
only the smallest wound I don’t know how long 1t had
been there, but st was casy to sec why the imfection hadat
cleared

About a week hiter, T was a hittle puzzled to find that ths
same infection was shill draiming 1t was just as though noth
g had been done to 1t This time I was senously wormed,
50 I immediately went for my equipment T got three of
the better grooms to lielp me, we lad the horse down an
1 1njected a shot of anesthetic that put him completely t0
sleep Ihad decided to open theleg Iwentinto the wound
the way [ had before, but this time I continued cuttng
This time, 1 found that the area continued clear on
through to the other side of the leg Before I finished, [
pulled out another piece of stick some sic inches Jong
Appatently Lindy had rubbed agunst something or find
fallen, thus sphnter went almost directly upward 1n on¢
side of the leg and almost out the other side

After this, T kept Ius leg packed for a few dags and ot
Tiealed beautifully There was not the shghtest suggestion
of a lunp and this pleased me, because for 2 performing
horse 1t 1sn’t enough to make hum well from an economic
standpoint, you must make nm well enough to perform,
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1t woulda't pay ¢ hae a horse on which thonsands of
doliars hn:’l’!c};n t for traming and pe able to nse

The way T3 NEW 10ubine yras working out, T wag spend
3 about half my bime wath the borses Comng opp to
SInter quarters early, I woulg first make Iy rounds of the

0138 corrg) Then Ty eXRMne any” apyma) that 1

1ured or zn, ammal that haq Tequired
‘ortking og 1 the last day or two

would go through the Menagene, the elephant
oor my

Zene cages tha monkey bouse, the
TRET corra) gn end up wyth the cat bam

COntinually g1) day and frcqucnﬂy at

tactng nohy Most of
€ ime these g t require myey, Ictual attentyon the
3¢ boyy the 2] 1S, and the £r00ms 3] hag
fet orders g Il me \f 4, 2d the shiahesy Suspicion
3tan ammy was
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My hospital was coming along fine ‘The managemer
ordered anything I wanted m the way of mediane an
cquipment I had had new shelves put i, and now too
pr:de mm my small and unpretentious but efficient Lt}
setup

So much of my time was spent with the horses becaus
1t was a surc bet that once they started travelng ther
would be illnesses, acaidents, fights and other mishaps
wanted to become so well acquarnted with each indindu!
horse that there would be no chance of anything progres
ng when I could nip 1t 1n the bud I had to operate on th
theory of the old time famuly physician who perhaps knev
more about s patients than he did about medicme
rather than the newer type of doctor who knows mor
about medicine than he does about his patients

One mormng, shortly after a very early breakfast, Jery
a beautiful, brg white bareback horse, was brought mto tht
indoor traming nung for rehearsal Jerry was the Numbe
One horse 1n a horse to-horse tnck The two horses can
tered around the ning, one immediately behind the othet
Whle they ran, an acrobat standing on Jerry's back, wouk
jump nto the air do a backward somersault and land 0%
the back of the Number Two howse This was a rathe
spectacular act and a very difficult one to do Jerry was’?
good horse and he had been doing this routine for'a num

ber of years .

oo - " wasalond commotiot
1 past the door 'I’m{. 1
tl me runming out calling

1 ran m to find Jerry down on the ground He had
stepped on the ning curb and broken his leg Al barcback
horses are tramed to follow the nng curb around [ have
scldom known onc to step on 1t Onc quick look at lum
and 1 found that the break was nght above the hoof

Leaving tum where he was I ran for my emergency kit,
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Seasevensl assstasts and 1 went fo work o hum to set the
%72 Down wheve the break was, there was very Lttle fiesh
=4 1 eould set 3t by touch 1 prepared some plaster of

22d made 2 east, We walked Jerry back on three legs
obsstall, where he ammediately lav down

Jerry was 2 wonderful patent and that 15 what saved s
¢ For the nent eight weeks he spent twenty threeand
bl hours of every twenty four Iying down g lus stal) He
"'t hang down When he did stind up, he did it very
2 efully and he held the mjured leg off the ground When
28 ke down be did st as caretully as though he were
ettlnz down oa 2 bed of ezzs. The bottom of the band
2472z never even got dsty?

e varne through it all beautifolly We cut down on hs
& 50 bus bing around wouldn't make hum fat and slug
i ot coleky, or gne hum any of the diseases that herses
ot #3hng too much and not exerasing enough
Vithin s.x months, Jerry weas parfectly healthy and walked
thout 2 bp He was never good for bareback wwork
722 thousk, Bectuse he had toraed nogshy He was
s afrad be was gomg to fut that nng curb, and he was

Jerry wag teplaced 1a the act by Tom, who had boen
25 K tamed bat even before we got om the 0ad, Tom
roved Laszbstictory Dunng rehearsal one day he bt out
1 bath hind feet for 1o apparent reason and Jacked the
m? of the Number Two bovse There wasn't much 1
0t the mjired horge £xcept 1o ease his pan 2
fSesh wound His head healed



62 Circus Doctor |

Number One horse to replace Tom, and 2 new Nusb
Two horse had to be broken in to worl. with him.

Frequently, when a horse is sick he gets what is Tnow
as azoturia. In the old days, we used to eall that “Mond
morming sickness.” It comes of a horse lying around alld
Sunda{, eating as much as he does when working. St
o R s e o s e
T . e
m . Y
b PP . .o .
forced to move; he stands a good chance of ruptunng
muscle or some internal organ.

\When azotyna does come on, although we male m;
attempt to keep it down by cutting the feed when 1
animals aren’t working, I always give them an injection¢
something to relax them, and then a calcium ghitord!
injection to restore their strength, They arc usualy 3
right within a acecl- et
of t ¢ . H - .
£au .

0 - - : - . W - ’I‘h

1 ot o oo
tuwg fus entire leg 1n g metal sphnt. The splat, which D
Young built out of alummnum, was so made that it fitte
him up atound his hip and extended down a couple ¢
inches below lus hoof We bored a hole through his hot
and bolted that to the sphint It was like a permaner
crutch, and that Shetland could actually walk while th
break was healing because his weight was on his bod
rather than on his feg. That s now a commeon treatmen
for fractures for a number of four legged animals. Not s
long ago, these same amimals would have been shot.

T was learming new things even about horses during thes
first four months m winter quarters. Things were happen
ing so fast, often didn’t dare wart until somebody callec
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[ v e AV aramarner Weweren

N

, wh.ch was opemng day 1 New Yos}, rehearsals were
Teasng i fr:qﬁcenncy and smtepsity and there was an
zeamg number of the hitle acodents that always hap-
awhen antmals get together

What }eamed about horses was the result of having so
amy bo-ses domg 50 many different things m one place, 3t
& time. T dercloped routne treatments for every forer
esble contimgency because only with a well worked-out
ot.re would 1t be possible to handle all of the amumals

2 the yood

Take the routrme of anesthetnng 2 horee, for emample 1
ter pne um Nembutal because 1t makes horses toss
und a good deal while thev are corung out of 1t 1t1s
mibly dangerons tor a horse to thrash sround He can
wrt bemself too easily A chlosal hydrate anesthesia ts
an '} preferable 1 don't always anestbetize completely,
st oven a small amount of chloral hudrate tales the fight
3w of them and removes practically all the pam While
to.ng 3 thorough internal operation, I simply use a hizge
lo-e of chlor] hudrate

Duang this penod it was necessany to castrate a number
of horses 1 have never liked to castrate horses wathaut
£l teason bt there are hmes when 3 male 15 mem
and 100 bard to handle unless he 15 castrated. Our expen
eace hay been that geldings, or castrated males, make by
f31 the best peconmers 1 the nag Studs, although some-
tres good are likely to be too etatable and unrehable
Tty ate the brrers and kuckers Mares are good eecept
shen they are in heat thea thev, too become evtremcly
Clldard ave ikelv to b te and kick. But a welltramed gald
g, the Yong run s the best perdorming horse. Whether
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Number One horse to replace Tom, and a new Numbxt
Two horse had to be broken 1n to work with m

Frequently, when 2 horse is sick he gets what s known

as azotura In the old days, we used to call that “Mondsy
morming sickness ™ It comes of a horse lying around all day
Sunday, eating as much as he does when ‘\'m{hng Stamn"g
L .
- oo E .
blimg The danger comes if he tnes too hard or it ne »
forced to move, he stands a good chance of ruptunng 2
muscle or some nternal ergan.

When azotuna does come on, although we make every
attempt to Leep 1t down by cutting the feed when the
ammals aren’t working, I always gne them an mjection of
something to relax them, and then a calcium gluconate
wjection to restore their strength, They are usually all
nght withmn a couple of hours

T haven’t had many bone breaks, Inckaly. Although most
of them can now be treated, the constant traveling makes
for compheations

Thete was 2 white Shetland I treated 1n Shreveport Ths
pony broke Ins leg mther high up, which required put
ting hus enture leg m a metal sphnt The splnt, which Dr.
Young built out of aluminum, was so made that it fitt
Ium up around his hip and extended down a couple of
wnches below his hoof We bored a hole through his hoof
and bolted that to the sphnt It was hike 2 permancat
cruteh, and that Shetland could actually walk nhie the
break was healing because his weight was on Ius body
rather than on his leg That 1s now a common treatment
for fractures for a number of four legged amimals Not so
long ago, these same qmmals “oujd ha:c bccnl shot |

FITEREIVIS
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\vubing 2 enas was oaly 1vihng 3 enms My seved
ed z::n;nal. all nesded attention every day Out of
: boodved ammals, just 1n the ordinary conrse of
s, 1t wasn £ aed to Ggure the wcidence of sickness
odents As we drew closer and dloser to the Brtol
[ wh.ch was opemung day 1 New York, rehearsals wese
2 frequeney and mensity and there was an
asng nomber of the Little acadents that always hap-
when ammmals get together
"hat 1 Jearned about horses was the resolt of havmg so
ores doing S0 mmany different things m ong place, at
tzme. 1 developed routive trestments for every fore
+ nzeacy beczuse oot with a well worked-out
.ze would 1t be possibls to handle all of the ammnls
e rcad
‘ske the routime of aresthetizng a horse, for cxample 1
o7 grve bim Nembutal becanse 1t males horses toss
«rd 2 good deal whle thes are coming ont of it Jt1s
b’y dangerous for a howse to thrash around He can
* kamself too @ily A chlomal hydrate anesthesa x5
< preferat’s ¥ dont alwass anesthetze competely,
* wen 3 sma'l amount cf chiloml hndrate takes the fzht
* of th=m 20d removes practically all the pas While
9z 2 thoroush t*erml operatron, I s mply use 3 large
< of chloa] bdnate
Dz ths pendd 1t was necessary to astate 3 number
Beesss. 1 have neve Lked to castrate horses wathoat
?3‘ ’ﬁ}‘g?di;btb:h;: rtl xnt:l:s when a ma's 15 men
A too 0 Snd'e unless he s castrated Our expen
'.tt\hzx been that geldings, or cavtrated males make by
~ 2 best prrformes 13 the nng, Stads, J'thonzh some-
;_“y E"’dﬁ"; 1;’“') !g Ii:e {00 c{atib'e and unrelab'e
T 1 blery and kelers Afares an
Lo the are 1 bt then they tog b:c:mg;”gtzziz?«
Tirda ~Tiertob e 3ad k k. Butawell tramed gelg
"33t Yg e ihe best pedformung herse. Whether
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the circus learned this from the Westem cow boys I dont
lnow But I do know that cowboys will almost never nde
a mare, although for different reasons They almost always,
to my knowledge, nde geldings

Arthur Konyot, who was traimng the Liberty Act, came
over fo see me one day and complamed of a horse, a vey
bright horse and a very good performer, but a very mesa
ammal I exammed him and found somethmg that o
finds only occasionally in horses he had only one teshele
1t was up m lis abdomen and had never dropped It hsd
to be brought down by means of what 15 known a5
ndgeling operation

I anesthetized lum completely, tied him up, and cut?
hole m the region of the grom I got my hand m through
the hole and poked around mside until I found the testic®
and, with an mstrument, removed 1t

This horse was all nght withm a very few weeks and
every trace of stubbormnness left lum I made the groom
walk himn three or four miles a day while he was rccovenng
for I have found that this continued forced exercising of 2
horse while he 15 recovenng from an operation 15 prob!
the best post-operative treatment you can give him (Fom
nyy reading lately, I gather that medical doctors are findirs
that very much the same thing holds true for humm
patients )

"There are also some of our horses whom one might 1!
ncurotic There 1s never a year that I don’t have one or tw?
that are ventable babies about the shightest illness Th*
smallest touch of colic will make them thrash around and
Lack and roll in their stalls unless somebody gives them 3
Little attention Then they will calm down and happily take
their medicine But the mmute they are left alone, they
start thrashing around again

This thrashing around 1s so dangerous, especnally of 1
horse 15 cohcky that Tused to do almost anythuing to avord

o~



We Dont Shoot Them Any More 63

L And then one g, » 1 found a tregtmeny that has worled
5:132!:1!]‘?:15 smg; The medicine 1 ene hosses for colie
Saveny sharp Wme mixtyre It g5 usuaally fed to them
83 eapsule so that they dont taste tt One dav, while
"S28r2 one of thege bvpochondrnaes 3 took a Little of thys
medon

h2d forgotten about
that, he hag ko forgotter about hyg ilness He slept
quctly for the Test of the dy

e of opr gentlest hogse e among our worsk

2% We lave httle bay hackney named Sally 2 beagty
il horse, ¢ usually neser capea %) trouble “and peyer
Eghts vauth the other horses Byt the mingte anyone tnes
0 gne her any knd of medieme yn ghe mouth “she reary
0D and pagy with her front feet She could easily kyJy 5
Careless attendany

T 10 be separateq from
charactenstye that many
iy those with bils

tle SXpenence, attribyte X(amly to
SPenence waphy Mmonkeys hag been Otherurse
hus clnurlcxuhc I fact gen p Pithcularly e of any
et apy but 1 kg, theze are horye couples that ean ¢
%ﬁll N2 separated
ha

weh dhnAmcnmn ddle b t
!nt:uonu:l]logc!hn Th e et
Tthelnsy o

to fight ay the ime
LAL0e was tagey Out and ddleg Obviousty
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to go to worl, 1t didn't affect the other Butif it wasta
out for any other reason, such as to go to the blackst
shop or for some other unaccustomed purpose the ot
would neigh and whinny and breal. out mto 2 sweat :
thrash around unt] 1, t00, had to be taken away
After watching this for 2 while, I gave orders that wh
ever one horse had to be taken anywhere, they both shou
80 together After that, we had no more trouble
We had two beautiful white Liberty horses, Ackm

and Alle They were mates, but we noticed no particu.
attachment, though we knew that they never fought at
had becn stablemates for along ime One mght, Ackm:
died of a twisted intestime Alle carned on m a way th
I have never seen any other ammal do She whinmed cor
tmually She refused to eat and she refused to sleep W
doctored her, we tried her with new mates, we tned
change of scene, we tempted her with every possible food
we did everything in the way of medication and psycholog:
to increase her appetite but she simply wasted away With
n two months she died of what can only be described asa
broken heart

There are pests too, of course We are seldom troubled
with the dreaded botfly—y huch, throughout the South and
Southwest, 1s the bane of 2 farmer s existence It lays its

watch for enidence of botfly eggs on horses” legs, and sim
ply mop them off with kerosene The circus has one groom
to every three horses, winch gies a chance for the kmd
of care that almost no farmer can afford \
Lvery time a new horse arnves, lie 15 wormed mmed: ~
ately I'don’t worm our horses every year because 1t hasn't
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neeessary But 1 da see that every borse 15 wormed 2t
oace 1n three years

ronglus equinus—a bttle roundworm that sucks an

117 blood~nomes farmers, and we watch carefully

rzms of 1t 1o beat

Je a0 hinne 2 number of cases of quartercrack among

borses Thus mesns the hoot starts to crack up top, 2t

Feshy patt, A wound develops there, 3n mfection sefs
and the hoof erack would, x? st weren't stopped, con
1231l the wav down the hoof til] the horse was permui-
Aly lame, We watch for this because 3t 1s common and
TUm 25 WE see any uEm, we take the horse over o out
Somith shop and have his shoes specually made to stop
-allment and allow healing

jametsmes 2 horse bas ta be put away Sometimes be 15
| 21 s1ck, Sometimes be 15 bad)y wounded Sometimes
s a1 tncurable break or an mcurable disease When
ngs e this happes, we don't sormy aboat the techm
sties We destroy the ammal, and we know, and every
d{s‘sc hm:w, that this 152 "mercy kilhng,* that there
- bonsts, 1 esually mject the anmal sath stychame,
toreis no feehing until the strychmne Ius the heart, then
fammﬂ dies nstantanequshs We bury hum in a big
-4 we keep as our anumal cemetery at the far end of our
w'ef quarters

Thezewan nm’mt among horses catled founder ot amt

che Thaan

- u€ 11 1Le e taot -’\l, usual expenence has b;cn that
~e~d7 ather yesponds lo trestment immeduateh, o 1t
~n »‘hbt veated sueeessfully at all 2nd the horse 15 m 50
ruthpin l\:j!ns to be destroved In ths disease, the sole
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of the foot drops down below the wall of the hoof
causes excructating pain

1 had two cases of founder dunng my first wecks m
the show One was a bareback horse The cure was 5o co!
plete and so rapid that he was back i the act wthn

week The other was a high school horse A hxg}x Sd]ﬁ
N v STER v N e

lanar
ke

bowing, waving a flag, ar walking up and shaling ha~
with the band leader There 15, of course, perfect directio
from the nder Horses like this take two to three years¢
continnal expert training in order to be good performer
‘The tramers, themselves, usually take a hfetime of tr
mg In almost every case I ean think of, they have com
from famulies of lngh school nders and Ingh school tru
ers Probably the most famous example m recent yex
18 the great Konyot who was with the circus when I jone
it and remamed for several years after that It was o
of Ins horses that came down with founder, and 1t scem&
impossible that any cure could be complete enough &
allow him to go back into the act Because such hont
have to maneuver almost the way a human being dots
they have to be able to do things that one has no nght
to expect even a well horse to do.
However, I would try
Tinjected about a pint of normal saline solution 1nto ths
horse’s vein every three or four days 1 also gave him normal
horse serum every day, dosed hum wath alum mnitrate
every four hours and kept hus front feet wrapped m co!
compresses As soon as he showed improvement I stopped
the alum mitrate but continued the other treatment In2
few weeks he was back 1n the act without a trace of imp
I

When we were ready to go on tour, 1t was a safe bet that
these horse troubles were Just bezmning, but ths phase
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A tramer’s 10b takes a combination of physical agl
mental alertness, and courage It 15 naturally dangerr
The tramers who Ine long are those who remember th
a wild ammal 1s never, never tamed, but only tran®
Damoo has told me tune and tine again that wheoty
a trainer gets hurt, 1t 15 always the traner’s fault—and th
1s not the boasting of 2 smug man who has happeaed !
be lucky Damoo has been badly hurt and he has beeas
danger of death What he means 1s that st 1s bad to b
come overconfident, to forget that the ammals are st
wild, stll savage, and always on the borderhne of geths
completely out of control

Damoo’s theoty on traiming a wild ammal s similar b
says, to that of traming a child * The first step,” he sy
“15 to remove the animal's fear An animal 15 inshnctie]
afr:ui of a stranger, and because he 15 afraid, he v
attack ™

Damoo spends countless hours 1n front of a cage co2
' YT 1o -shecage Hetalkst

' ' with Ius voice He
oo v n the tip of a low
pole Lventually, sometimes after weeks, the animal stop!
flyng into a panic when Damoo approaches
When he has an ammal at that pomt, he takes him it
the traming cage, malung sure that there are ropes arous
the animal and that those ropes are held taut by bop
outside the cage Then he plays with him, meanwhil
domng everything possible to mspire the amimals cox
fidence he assures the ammal that he 15 not going to b
hurt, he talks to him, he feeds him, and eventually k¢
returns him to his cage
When the ammal has become thoroughly frendly
Damoo starts teaching him simple tncks With the ad
of the boys holding the ropes, Damoo gives hum the
signal for Tus sithng on the pedestal He shows lum what
15 expected of lum and rewards lem wath a prece of meat

-



Tramng the Big Gats bl

n be abeys After several sessions wath the gwide rope
the meat, the anmal begins to recogrize Damoo's
al :'ngl’: every time he hears 1, he goes toward the

Ehf.“l p_cﬂup:. an oversimplification of the wild animal

N

%11&::‘ vLﬂl p:xsh or prod him and let hum know where
- . +  whip

. f ular

<ueh, seldom are animals beaten by a trainer, It :p!ands
o hnz:lwn, 1f 2 trainer wants an animal to Jose his fear, he
1__‘\'4‘1) Tikely to beat hum up every hme he comes in
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child 1s beaten mto submssion at every pomt, he wll.
no tespect but he wall have fear and a grodze He
wait for the chance to tum on his pareats and if be v
turn on them, he wil tam on someone else. He g
headed for gangsterdom In anumals, too,” he siys, “'f,
must be both fear and respect He 15 punshed ekt ?
doimng wrong and he must know why he 15 bang pusit

each time. He must be rewarded for bemg good a0
< v s L .!;.«A’I\ﬂlnb

mstant ” 1

Damoo lumself, though he has been attacked 5534
agmn, only severely hits an ammal when thete 152 !‘i
fight and real danger, when the choice 1s between bt
the amimal and beng hurt "

Damoo goes into the cage with five spotted leopa™
two pumas, two black jagusrs, and two black panthers U
of the panthers stll attacks lim at the shghtest proyo
tion T have seen Damoo time and agan avord the a
claw by less than an mch ,

I watched Damoo tram Negus—the 170-pound bJ—E
wemr who once 1lmost lilled him—to be cartted :!‘“J’“';

.

H hY -

tnck, chimbing up to the top of a2 pyramia wun v

ammals By ropwg him and feeding him, Damoo finalf
got him to the point where he would stand on the two
stools, his forelegs on one and his hind legs on the othel
When the jaguar did this Damoo sould rew ard him wit
a picce of meat held out on the ponted end of a stk
After several days of feeding lum n this manner, the
tramer would pat im on the back to get him used to s
touch Then he went one step further he put Ius arm

Vi o~
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successful with this land of tnck becawse he him
even guicher and has perfect physical control Hes
how always managed to leep an mch or v !
Menaka’s reach
When Damoo went mto the ammy, another tranet
over the act The new truner was avery competent, B
mtelhgent woman The first tune she preformed ths
with the panther everything went well until the pov
which she wanted the animal to stop leaping and g0
to her pedestal Damoo had accomplished this by siop
1n Ius tracks and thrusting his head out at Menakt
woman traner was not entwely famiher with Me
and wasn t quste sure of her Instead of stopping 1bso
Iy stll probably afrard that the ammal rmght try anl
Jeap, she took still another step back But tns wis &
the wrong thing to do Menka hnew this as the &@
jump and she mauled her badky
In a mixed group 4l] the natural jungle cnemies a7
pected not only to ut quietly as newghbors, but actusl
come m close contact with each other dunng many of
tricks A muxed group truner his to be good but eve
15 sometimes attacked so complete absence of fear on
part of these trainers 1s sometlung that never fails to 3x
me
For myself Tcuit clum to he thoroughh unconce!
when wotking on a wild ammal On the occasions wht
was necessary to work <o an ammal that was not
straned ind not unconscis T have had a strange
g the pit of my stomach wd the symptoms of v
mught be water an the dnce Bt the truners dare no!
afrsd Tnorare cx e whe  th dryner has had reasor
become so he usuadly by fo Jat cpedient to change
profession
Damoo 1s thoroughh ¢ ire of all the dinzers but at
same time he has the hind of confidence in Inmself
makes hum feel master of whatever emergency anses
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Coctt tad the same ronfidente, He hved to retwe.
o tamers who have been m the bunness for many
sexpect to reach a nipe 0'd aze, Manv are sure that, if
?d‘atill will be because of 3 hittle bug mather than a
@z

Y200 has 2 beaubiful spe‘!ed‘lfoperd namaq Sonjnx

:wus o exated, and he knows that he cannot trust

Hiom then” T asked bim, “do you protect yourself
benvon do thys tmek? e r you

:If\vv,\ w3l watch me caretully * said Damoo, “you vall
<t some days, on the days when Sonvs s upset, §
Rl A2 T N M S A R P Y

b

'lun tha makes vour blood run cold or bring duck busmps
; gm s vou were not bom ta be an ammal tranes
i (3) 8 the stuff of which successful cat traners are made
"€ bel eve what they have can be developed We are
€ b~ that wav, oz we are not

“'Ca‘ trzrung 18 such a fascmaving ant 1 onever muss a
3568 ta watch one of the trainers working Ius ammaly,
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successfal with this lind of tnek because he hims
cven quicker and has perfect physical control He s
how always managed to keep ‘an inch or two f
Menaka's reach
When Damoo went to the army, another traner!
over the act The new trainer was a very competent, by
ntellgent woman The frst tume she preformed thist
with the panther everything went well until the PO“;!
which she wanted the 1nmal to stop leapig and go
to her pedece 1 v .
m his tra
woman t )
and wasn’t quite sure of her Instead of stopping absels
Iy stll, probably afraid that the animal might try anet
Jeap, she took sl another step back But this was exatl
the wrong thing to do Menaka knew this as the cue
Jump and she mauled her badly
In a mixed group, all the natural jungle enemes aret
pected not only to it quietly as neyghbors, but acturly!
commie m close contact with each other dunng many of
tncks A mixed group tramer has to be good, but evens
35 sometimes attacked so complete absence of fear ont:
part of these tramers 15 somethung that never fmls to ams
me
For myself, 1 can’t claim to be thoroughly unconcersd
when working on a2 wilq ammal On the occasions whend

afrud In tre cases where the trammer has had reason t*
become so, he usually has foung tt expedient to change bt
profession

Damnoo 15 thoroughly aware of all the dangers byt ot th
same time he has the'lind of copfidenee u feenself thn
makes hum feel master of whatever emergeney anses Ab
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whether 1t 1s running through an old act or breakng th
for new tricks Since some of the best tramers i the wo
have worked and do work with the show, 1 have had
chance to study them all at close range
There are two kinds of animal men There 15 a %ot
of difference between them, although the public usud
15 unaware of any dishnction The first group are the 1t
tramers They take raw ammals out of the jungle, bre
them, teach them tricks, and perform with them The
are the men Jike Court, Dhotre, Proshe, Clemens, Mathie
and a few others Then there are the men who perfon
with ammals already broken and tramed They ssmply 1
Pcat a given set of signals 1 order to make the anum
petform One of the most famous of all Amencan “tran
ess” belonged to this group He even went so far a5 ¢
employ a man to tran hus ammals for him The Hager
beck Zoo m Germany has for many years tramed entire act
and then sold them to “traners” who were actually men
performers
It s an interesting fact that most cat tramers prefer t¢
work with jungle rarsed ammals rather than wath bottlefed
anumals The reason they give 1s that pet bottle fed ammals
ate pampered when they are babies and are seldom pun
1shed By the time they get big enough to be dangerous, it
15 too late to start punishing them ‘They are so comp]ctcl)
unafraid that even hitting them Iightly, which 15 enough
to bnng a young wild amimal under contro), will only
make them savage and bnang on an attack Tramers fec!
if they, themselves, rused an animal on a bottle, they
would be sure to start diserplining 5t early so the amnul
would respect them and would respect therr orders at a
later date But sf the ammal had been rmised ag 45 a pet,
by the time 1t was six or exght months old 1t would be
much more dangerous than a jungle raised animal, be)
cause 1t would have 1o fear and would only become btter
1f then purushed for the first time
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"here are many legends current about the expenentes of
nal tramers, One popular story which has been 3t
uted to any number of tramers 15 about the man who
nee attacked by one of s anamals, one of the othet
mals then swng his hfe 1 have asked a number of
ey gbout this unhkely story and have §?und‘ none of
it e . .

. >
- - - £
« act, Before be got around to replacing hum, the hon
2 mght struck out at Damoo, npped us atm badly, and,
Dimoo stepped back, lunged at lum He knocled
amoo down, and then, Damoa says, another of tus Lions
bich happened to be directly behund im Jeaped over
5 fallen body and Linded on the atratkung hon The
+0 lions started Eghting This gave Damoo a chance to
neg both ammals under contrel Howener, he says
ALTP 3¢ N myndanna Shar Sla 0 . -,

14~ 10 the detnment of the traner, where the other
"l beeame exeited by the attacking one and all at
titled the trainer When ths happens, the show has only

@1 chower and that s to 6nd a replacement for the
Lanerat thoan Lty 200 o0

a3 P s . T ) .
£ 44, aue cat tamers 0o doubt get a certun satisface
Tur1out of that difficult achusement But as for me—the

71 rng ting 15 moe place Lo visit but 1d hate to make 3
Luing mat

r—
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whether it 1s running through an old act or breaking ther
for new tncks Since some of the best tramers 1 the workd
have worked and do work with the show, I hate had ¢
chance to study them all at close range
There ate two hinds of ammal men There 15 a workd
of difference between them, although the pubhc usuall@
15 unaware of any distinction The first group are the rea
tramers They take raw ammals out of the jungle, bread
them, teach them tricks, and perform with them Thest
are the men like Court, Dhotre, Proske, Clemens, Mathics.
and a few others Then there are the men who perfom
with ammals already broken and tramed They simply 1
peat a gwen set of signals m order to make the aq:mali
perform One of the most famous of all Amencan “tran
ers” belonged to this group He even went s0 far as te
employ 2 man to tran lus ammals for him The Hagen
beck Zoo 1n Germany has for many years tramed entire acts
and then sold them to “tramers * who were actually mere
performers
It 15 an nteresting fact that most cat trainers prefer to
work wath jungle rssed ammals rather than wath bottlefed
amimals The reason they give 1s that pet bottle fed ammals
are pampered when they are babies and are seldom pun
1shed By the time they get big enough to be dangerous, 1t
N * m They are so completely
n Iightly, which 15 enough
under control, wil only
make them savage and bung on an attack Traners feel
of they, themselves, rmsed an ammal on a bottle, they
would be sure to start disciphmng 1t early so the ammal
would respect them and would respect therr orders at 4
later date But if the amumal had been rmsed as is a pet
by the tume it was si< or eight months old 1t would be
much more dangerous than a jungle rmised ammal, be-i
cause 1t would have no fear and would only become bitter
\f then punished for the first ttme
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? Gpeence of fhy 1ung 1 5¢hool e mae 11
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‘e .- v L0 Come up wath lions,
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S imitiaton pengd, e had an old 1,0n
Ramed Samb, He was st hus per{ormmg days angd was
708 out bus yeqry 1y lga

< off @ prece of

W, and chey He

X DEVET 10 fnush e bite of meat I watched iy,

3 while ang then realizeg that Pparently the gt was

1S molars T4 couldn’t Possibly stick there

-y thge teeth were 1 very bad 3p¢ There a5 only
;e '!hmg todo check those teethy

< 2 1

W mbz ity 5 Squeeze cage gng Bave him 5
Tl imjectioy of N T & short Opcration Lie
%, there g Mt 10 keeping asleep for exght o
01 taclye hours } | 83ve him jyqp enough Nembytq

he went down ang s pang Were relaxed | op
®3p%e of hoyry he could g e 80 harm Ty was al] the
2 I needed 1o Eix hym up

The Menigene Supenntendeny helped me Put him op
e Openating table 3o une him Tyq of his oy er
0Ly were o1y badly otted They Bere broken ang so
ed they had almasy VS an the, L'ctnchng a
7% toath 5 100 much different from CXtracting 5
an tooth The gum y broken 0 from the tooth,
% tooh g Joosened then extracted [ only difficulty
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My passionaTs pisue of dentistry started 1n velenni
school One day an old Negro farmer brought 2 Thorse ova
to us and offered hum for sale for one dollar Some of the
horses that these poor farmers bnng m at the end of it
scason are old, some arc very old It had been many j&i8
smee this horse had been very old Only once smee lh“’)
have I seen anytlung so decrepit, and that was a horse th
a farmer in Ohio tned to sell me as the circus was pssieg
through

OId as this horse was, the school bought lum and the,
students embarked on a campagn to return fum to ealth
1f not to youth I voluntecred to take over at his denbistly
because extraction 15 very casy in an old horse and thought
I would be getting away with something I was

He had two bad tecth i the back of his mouth [
moved my shirt and went to work with real enthusiasm
certam that I remembered all my lessons in dentistry The
was an easy job The boys who were assigned to the ret
of Ius anatomy were really gomg to have tough going

Though I established some kind of school record for &
tracting two teeth i @ mummum length of time, for the
rest of my years m vet school, 1t was impossible to It
down the fact that one of the teeth I pulled happened to
be the wrong one

Like most luds, T hated gomg to the dcnmt—-m:l)bﬂ(
more than most kads, because I had to go more often than
most A dishke for dentists to start with, r ' 4 by

18 Vaks ~



Ths Woat Hut Much 81

te henzn, such 26 curs Asa result, tooth decay
ot ponexstent m horses

¢3¢0 have other tooth troubles Blmd tooth 15 not
rmea Ths s a case of two alternate teeth growing
2 together that the middle tooth has no room to
doxn When 1t doesn't 1t nmply grows backwards
root pushes ats way upward until 1t causes senous
Ta

2 standard method for treating blind tooth 1 not
DY e e Pty

*and but, yntil you reach the root of the offending
2 Then, wath 2 httle dental punch, you umplv knack
ooth back anto the month, and then pack the woend
bus 3tways been iateresting to me to note an amumal’s
’l"|n to [ Take the home—this wound 1 have de-
. e e el .
41215 pextly healed, 1 charge the packing and mmgate
Lou would expect that the bssues would be sensitne,
221 to sore extent, Yet T can’t recall a single case of
~re seemig to mind m the Teast thus dailv changing
Sng, 27d eves probing to determune the condition of
*weend,
Extrazt g 3 horse’s tooth becores eanier as the horse
7t a'ler As a homse ages, us teeth become longer, and
they do, the tont becomes shorter Howses frequently
velrose teeth These are extremely easy to extract "They
s ~aallv splt thee teeth, but ths, too, cuwses ro
cble except to the honse
w0 I R R . »
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is that the root of 2 Jion’s tooth extends Into the gum fo
about an inch and 2 half and st 1s icklish to mabe sure th
entire tooth comes out wathout breaking off and leavist

« enlmter of root to cause future infection
S a rre This W
Jttobengh!
Once Samba awoke, 1 wouiunt ) Jook at B
mouth to check 1ts condition each day While working,
explaned each step to the menagene supenntendenl“ b
1t seemed, had never witnessed any but the most oulr
< fascimated by this P
I found tt

my answers, helped clanfy my
his We took the teeth out and packed the gums ¢
few munutes we changed the p
a good chance to study the rest of Sam
this was all pretty new to me, too
We both must have lost track of the ime That 18
only way I can explan 1t Tor, while T was ponting
something n the lion’s mouth, his jaw$, which had
hanging loose under the anesthetic, s denly snap
g 1005¢ MOCET W ahrly We both reacted mstat
we shd lum back:
ater, Samba was §
also dnpping wet,

When Samba woke up, he was ou 2 cheap drunk »
Is the normal result of taking Nembutal as an ancsth
We put lim back into Ius cage, and after stagg
around for a while he lay down and went into a ne
slecp When he awoke he was not only eating norm
but was much healthner and active than he had bee

months

Considenng the troublc they give otherwise Tiorses
not too prone to tooth trouble Their tecth almost
decay I havea rather obvious theory that 1t 1s becan
horse’s tooth 15 a very solid bone [ 4t ot



Ths Wez't Heet Mech 1N
732 whea 3 docte~, mall moocence, geolly tooches

ety todks canse conbmed] tronble, We have found
.Pm';': to saw ©F toeky, besuwse elephants do Bohy
Hien 22 elephant £5bt, she wonld be quite capable
725 33 opponént to shreds wath those sharp tisks
ven thouch fhe tosk Ys been cut off, frequently an
22t wi break what remawes, The problem then 1 to
# Jocal amssthenny, then pack out as many frazments
#tusk 25 c2 be found 1n order to prevent mfection

- "
U0 Liusate the averaze Jength of the oot of the
1 about ffteen mehes n?f;n of the tusk at the

e0d 18 Bearly as thin as an egnshell

“’:ﬂfl t\ussan bear 1 an act. On‘: day lhc‘mmm!
3¢ stopped me on the path to the hospita) to as
ta take 3 Jook at the bear He Wi eating ;%odv, the:
"¢ and thete were sums of wildness 1 what wa
Thuea veny gentle ammal (The “gentle’ was thar
oae Gentleness i something beary ate not nated fo
;5o maybe But not kindness )
‘¢ alked mlo the cage The truner and his wil
2 nght 1y Purposefully, and 1 couldn’t do anythu
Tollon wathoyt making an 1ssue of it The trun
} 8 bear’s hiegd 204 Ins wafe held the animal s mow
2 Then they looked at me and both assured me
M work unmalested and safelv
:ru 3ot ke 2 clown toutine [ was more than
% dabitpal Although | have no particnlar ambition
e
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he dugests hus fodd It

watch how he eats and also how
nees are that the hories

bath functions are normal, the cha

teeth are all nght
Once a year, I examme all the horses for rough tecth
) 0,7 T o that ther uppes 703
utside and their lovdt

molars on LIe WsUL  Luw Jupped poIDLS ATE panful 2
the horse chews lus food. The treatment here 18 V¥
simple I simply prop hus mouth open with an instrumest
made for the purpose and “foat” his teeth The float»
an mstrument which Jooks ke a v ood rasp, the operti®d
15 simply a matter of filng the teeth down until that

ponts are dull

1 have seen dogs wath beaubful mlays and very @°
fully destgmed fillings My own hunch is that ths 15 dort
argely for show, or perhaps for practice Never mmm ©
senence has 1t been necessary to £l a dog's tooth Ik
ceth are ether healthy or they are spht or broken &
1ave to be extracted

Although elephants have teeth, they seldom v
rouble An elephant has enormous molars Each tooth!
5 big as the palm of a man’s hand I had to pull one 0%
ut the tooth was very loose Since my knees were precise
1 the same condition, 1t was lucky that some crcit
1gging with a long handled pair of extractors hfted th
soth effortlessly I should not rehsh the job of pulling
ght molar, but thanks to clephant mgenuity and mteli
snce, I very hikely may be spared an elephant, when st
troubled by a tooth, will pull it herself I have watche
\c operation and it 1s amazing She puts her head dow
stil she can grasp her foot chain 1 her mouth Ther
orlang the chamn back to and under the offending toot!
¢ jerks her head back and hnocks the tooth out Som
nes she has to try several times before the tooth gne
1t she keeps tryng There sn’t as mach crying anc
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o323 whea 2 doctar, in all innocence, gently touches

o
Dbzt tesks cause continal trouble, We have found
PR R P R P SR R S

C e .. -

W omre o om

2 tven 1noush the toek has been cut og, troquenty 3u
fhaat will br k
Rl ol

what remains. The problem ;hm 15 to
. e N ‘- L PR
.. ‘e :

+ b am Lot

oy the pam is hollow znti the wall gets thinner and
e ge e be Lt 1ot YN Y 0 e ’

We bad 2 Russian bear in an act. One dav the trainer
=3 g wifz stopped me on the path to the hospital to ask
k2 1 take 3 Jook 3t the bear. He was eating poorly, they
154 e, and there were wigns of wildness 1 what was
@Semare a vers gentle anmal (The “gentle™ was thews,
¢ mxe. Gentleness 1s something bears are not noted for.
2 izence, mavhe, Bot not kindness.

« We walked mto the caze The tramer and s wafe
r};k{d nght in, purposciully, and [ couldn’t do anythung

Tow wathout mating an wsue of

of it Th
1T the hnr'e Jnat gmd 1 N The tong
e L
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watch how he eats and also how he digests hus food
both functions are normal, the chances are that the ho
teeth are all nght
Once a year, T examme all the horses for tough te
One thing that happens regularly 15 that thew upper m
develop jagged comers on the outnide and thar la
molars on the mside These jagged pomts are pamfu
the horse thews Ins food The treatment here 1
smple I stimp’ ) voome
made for the ' 1
an instrument
15 sumply a matter of filng the teeth down until tl
pomts are dull
1 have seen dogs with beauhfu} inlays and very ¢
fally designed fillings My own hunch 1 that ths s &
largely for show, or perhaps for prachce Never ™y
penence has 1t been necessary to fill a dog’s tooth *
tecth are ather healthy or they are spht or broken ¢
have to be extracted
Although elephants hme tecth, they scldom o
trouble An elephant has enormous molars Each toott
as brg as the palm of a man’s hand 1 had to pull one o7
but the tooth was very loose. Since my knees were precss
m the same condition, 1t was lucky that some care
tugging with a long handled pair of extractors hfted t
tooth effortlessly I should not relish the job of pulling
tight molar, but thanks to clephant ingenmty and mte
gence, I very hikely may be spared an elephant, when §
15 troubled by a tooth, wall pull 1t herself § have watch
the operation and it 1s amazing  She puts her head dov
until she can grasp her foot cham 1n her mouth The
working the cham back to and under the offending toot
she jerhs her head back and knocks the tooth out Som
times she has to try several imes before the tooth gne
but she keeps tryng There 1sn't as much erying am
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npmz s whep 2 doctor, m 3l innocence, gently touches
ar

Dlephants’ tusks cause continual trouble, We have found
gm‘nblc to saw off tusks, because elephants do fight,

N ]
cphant ol break what remarns ‘The problemn then is to
sply 2 tocal anesthesa, then pick out as many fragments
1 the tusk s can be found 1n order to prevent infection.

. .
ll’xmm the gum 15 hollow and the wall gets thunnes ‘and
nnct as the tusk extends inward This structure 1s sunilar
o lgnnt of 2 cow's hom My post mortems on several
t\ft ants mdicate the average length of the root of the
*k i sbout Efteen inches. The wall of the tusk at the
rery end 1s nearly a5 thin 33 an tgeshelt

Pumig
1

s ki dhy inere were signs of wildness i what wa

oherasse 3 sery gent en y
e ammal (The *, ' wa

pot mine Grnﬂr-?u«e f.,...‘.:.ln .!_Lf _g ,“c ' o l):xc'm.
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over to us His powerful bwld and perfect proportions hy
deceved me, T was surpnsed now to find Jum almost.
head shorter than T "

“Mr Dhotre,” sard North, “this 1s Doc Henderson

Tremendous force of personality was cvident m s face
Then, when he snuled m grecting, 1t was as though allth
hghts were suddenly switched on 1n a darkened house 1
were the whitest teeth I have ever seen

1 was to become sery fnendly with Damoo Dhotre 07
of the most extraordmary combimations of pcrsonﬂhf)
have ever scen n a human being Damoo had been trv
mg ammals since he was thurtcen years old, which g2v
him at tlus trme something more than twenty five yaui
as an aumn! tramer He was strong and muscular He co7
bined the qualities of the physical daredesil and the Hind
phulosopher and mystic e studsed Ius anmals tharough!
and he knew them theoretically as well as personall
Damoo was a person who never offered advice but whe
when asked would pour forth a bottomless store of prat
tical help ( But T will tell you sometlung, he wou!
say “I believe that cvery time anyone gets hurt by
wdd, ):mmml 1t 15 lus own fault That goes for tramer
too”

“What about doctonng these amumals?* [ ashed hir
now “Do they require veny much?”’

*Oh, yes,” he smd  mainhy becawuse they fight so mucl
When you put diffcrent Mnds of ammals—natural enernne
—an the nng, they fight All the time they fight—and the
get hurt Sometimes badly *

¢Is doctormg them as big a preblem as I imgine?”’
asked
No* he sad wudcz;ll me \\lxc&‘::lm!\,c nmﬂun;;fll

mals an TOMISC ccp tham quet fo
;Iguo'n :\‘;}daaicn he addcn‘; what T Ind !mlfﬂ[’cf!cq ‘1
wall be difficult for you 1m the bch{x‘x’nnr; bf'" "d“f.” fo
me because the ammals know me We are fnends
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s05e wild ammals would also be doctored

The next moming North was on the job even before 1
hecked in He called me 1nto Tus office

“Dex,” he sad, “Tim the black bear died last night [
idn ¢ think he was as sick as all that or I would have used
ou”

“Iam sormy to hear that, \fr North Treally shou'd hace
mmned hum yesterday Do you mind if I perform a post
nortem®”

“I wish you would.”

‘The annmal was brouzht to my operating tible where
Sorth stased to watch Topened the bear and cut straight
‘orthelner And thete sure enough growing nght on top
of 1, was 2 tremendony tumor

“Nice guess, Doe

1 couldn t restram a gnn ¥ 2 knowledze of dogs and eats
ad borses and pigs could 1cally be transferred to ther wald
Couterparts o easil then mavbe ¥ was gomg to be able to
keep these seven hundied wild anunals 1n pretty good
thyveal condition.

Befo ¢ the day was out, “orth mwited me 1to one of
the steambined railrosd cars took 2 Ley out of s poclet
274 opened the door

“This will be your stateroom on the road,” he told me—
and ahen oy surpase must have showed “How did yon
tuink you were going Yo travel—cattle car™

U lached embarassedly p obably malinz it very ob-
vious that that was exactly my thought

“We do bave 3 tattle cat for you he added, “in case
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grown adult Not so with these—encept for the horses, the
were twice as large as | recalled What's more, some hi
snarled, some had shown thar tecth, worse shlf m
sunply stood with heads down and shrend eyes fised ©
me

Through an archwav of the horse coml, Mr North r
dicated 4 small white shed wiueh, on one side, had
Iittle horse corral of its own

‘That one s all vours Doc  he smd 1 read the sign o
ity deor Veknman Department Suddenls, T was o
longer the fasamated vitor bat a blooded member ¢
the cirens family not only 2 Doc but a whale depattmen

It scemed as thoush truinpets should blare me acro
my new threshold but the only blare 1 heard came fro”
the snores of @ buv sleeping on 1 cot m the far com
This oy once 1walined i titva b2 as e acesctan!
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{in early mom.og until Lite at mueht and froquently
ight )on)g, 1 “u;“;n the cuzus grounds This was net
ss¢ of Jove of hard work or loog hours—1 hadn ¢ been
from Tews leng enough for that 1 was phunged
ffong mto an evepowensg job [ wanted fo leam
st it very rapidly 2nd 1 was learmng that for me there
alot to learn
ot metance, once I poated my fnger—“What 1s that
¢ ansmal there?
b menazene supenntendent looked over and Lughed
A Cinnamoa bear—and they aren t so lttle That bap-
stobeababy”
hinghed too Lut untl then ¥ hod thousht vaguely
t bears came m two vaneties—bears and polar bears
rarcus owned fuve difierent linds

F

The show had just come o wintes quarters for the
© four months a1l 1 onld st rest then the performers
s, st ostiesn., T ek el WL RATE Qses wer
s then for about a mon h the entire group together
th rew mports wonld be coordinated mto a fushed
atformance for the road

Altboush aos thete was vo dail pa kg and unpack
'z and nhale havmg all the ammals germanentls housed
o~ the penod was an advantage, Lfe was busy 2nd some
tmes hectie

Tho o ame e £ e 11 -

he - .
@ .
seak with yoruting because of the ocezn tnp and nemvous
xecatse of therr nes surmoundings Anenals | have founds
tre parralah senutine to ther raghbors Put one nedd
to 2 differeat ammal from the o1 he 15 used to and vos
213, 1o hore trouble 1 had known this to be true of
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you have a very sich ammal who needs sithing up mth;
the road ™ i

He desenbed to me what was to senve for vears 38
hospital car It was a car with just blank stals m xk-—gtzo
sized stalls, with equipment to hecp ammals from bil't
from train motion or allness—and sleeping quarters for
or one of my assistants at the far end

* That 15 for you when you want to nse it or need to L
it' ,Norlh smd, “othensise, thus stateroom s where ¢
ne

It proved more thin comfortable hving Pullman 23
cven at its best could never be as homey as I was to &
that arrcus setup

CHAPTER 11l Starting—with a Roar

T+ suenr navr orev the Tlonda chmate 1t could bt
been the vigorous toutine of Ife n the ercus or perha;
the complete change of every detal of uny way of Iyt
effected the cure Not bems an ammal 1don t pretend !
be able to dingnose for mysdf The fact ranams that 1!
next four months which compnsed the buugst penod ¢
ms Dife hept me so occupred that 1 comp’etely fo ¢
about my tllness due to the 2nthra< mjection
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t
1nto the fesh He was treading very bghtly on that paw It
w3 already badly infected
LI X2V
©
]
o
hitle
%i‘:u: as wu @1 anesthetie
We called @ couple of bays from the adjosming anymal
wwuses over to help 1 made 2 Tasyo oot of a long length
#f yope and after three or fout taes managed to shp the
wose over Ands nedh one of tus forepaws stlung
hrogghat (This was necessary because f petther paw had
stutk through there was the danger of the noose hghtening
round s neck ) To accomphsh the tck we had to
Limzle the ope throogh the ban wnd tease Arnd with 3t
nd the bear bemg a playful animal mstinctnvely stuck hus
head 9nd 2 paw throngh the loop m 2 somewhat teasing
somewhat exploratory manner Then we had hm We
tightrned the noose, and then 38 fous of us Jeaned on the
1ope, pulled him over and held ham tightly agamst
the bars of the cage We then put anpiber iope
aound the inpred paw and twe more boys held that
p2% thyoush the bars 5o that 1t couldn t mote
While they held tight I went to work on Arid
The aperabion wtself was very mmple 3 local anesthete
nected wto the pav so that the bear wouldn t suffer any
T2 n and ampatation of the two broken toes Then [ made
annnsion up ghet large enough fo dram the infection,
and donsed the paw wuth 2 good stong antisephic The
Sge boy was wstructed to spankle sulfs on Amid's paw
2t gften 35 he tould get near hum qnd the busmess was
oter 1t wasn t amthnng to whte to one s \etennary school
surgeny professor about butas my frst operation on a wild
anymal 4t stays v memony mote viadly than any 1
e podormed snce And for vears whenever L had
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horses and here 1t was true of practically every othea\
that T came to know

At 6 30 cvery morming I reported to the hithee
burlding; my hosptal 1lere I would famihanze m)wc\\!f ,
my medicines and equpment and add to the It oS
plies needed not only for winter quarters but for the 103
And here, on my second div, came my first “action”

I was looling over the mtenor of the hospital, wonder
mg how best to convert one comer mto 1 research bl
tory, wlen 1 voice outside shouted the call which—thour
I d@idu’t hnow 1t at the hime—was to become my trade
mark

“Hey, Doct”

Many jears 150 the cry ‘Hev Rubel” brought ettt
hands running from all direction It meant “trouble”™ It
modem cquivalent ‘EHey Doc!’ brings me running—fre
quently 1 all directions Tt too usually means trouble

I opened the door and yelled “ Ifcy? * It was Jolin Sii4
the menagene supenntendent

“Doc, Ive got a ng blick bear over there,” he sad “
thought since you were 1 hittle fogzy about bears you mgh
want to start lerrmuing Nothung very senous, but he h3
broken el and at's broken all the way up mto the fesh
I think 1t mught be fected

I drew 1n my breath but sad “Sure John 11 be thr
i a mnute ™ I put some instruments ind antyseptics 1n'd
s bag and started over Plus was at T fclt 2 sort of szt
fnght, and that feeling stayed with me for a Jong, long
tune

Bears are both unfriendhy 1nd ven untrustworthy Tran
ers and heepers have been mauled and Milled by those that
for vews hue acted Nhe tramed dozs Thar el e
Jong and sharp, and they hnve enormous strength yn thot

osc arms
m‘{‘\t'lgu21mmcd the nzht forepwn of Anud, the perr
throuzh the c1ge it was €41 tent that he had spltyp g 0 up
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1jotted 1 mv potebook Wheneser 3 new b joms
e 0 3 an ¥ 8 b e wndh = bk b (OIS

1~¢ thare 1s 1o tune for hesitation or research when an
nal ma be dving 1t was encounzing to we ta find,
»and agun, 3 pamt of reference m my former practice
* helped with wild apumals
\s T was walking back to the hosp tal that day a question
¢~V 25 1t 2 ittle foolish to walk rito 2 bewr s cage even
wzh pretts sure he was too sich and too wezk to be
:ztrous? Evidentls he had accepted my msnner A
ennaran sery seldom considers hus a dangerous profes-
n and yet cven wath domestic ammals there 15 danger
‘otse can kick a man s head off with one swift kil and
il can be at least as dangerous as any ammal known
raeer, sou swaply lears the 2nemal s charactenstics and
e voy can calmlb and ntelbgenth protect vourself
would seem that the was ta get along with wild anmals
the wn you treat domeste anwmals fesr none but
spect all
No‘es 1 made that da were useful but there are stiil
nexpected mischances Sometumes 2 bear will show no
mpoms of worms until it 1s toq Lite to help tum and 2
aadsome menagene polar bear died thus quite secently
‘spite 1) our precaytions
He had refused food the previous dav and this dy a5
3¢ swal'owed Ius first bite of food he went into convul
#03 md was dead before T could get to hus caze Because
b manner of dymg made me suspect stoychame POLORN
w2 1 started to perfonm a post mortem on him 1 the
e When 1 cut am open 1 naticed that the intestine
{iﬂ! ?’[m. the Skum;ch “ﬁs has hard as woad As I plunged
3¢ kule 1000 3%, the wall burt and w
the a2 s ¥ke water from a Sre )m'c.a 4 worms sprayed o
P
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stage fnght over worl. on 2 bear, John Sabo would 1em1
me I'd had my “Anad educatron

® % ow

My nest contact with the bear family happened
%0 days later, and that also made a lasting 1mpresstan ¢
me

A traner had armved 1n winter quarters from Germy
with twelse tramed polar bears He came runnng over |
my hospital on this parhcular morning and T githent
from his screams that he was giving me the German equ
valent of “Iley, Doct” I followed hum, wildly guessing ¢
what equpment to tale with me

In the cage one of lus polar bears was yn the midst ¢
temble convulsions It struch, me~judging agam by m
dog expenences—that ths looked very much like 2 e
of worms It dudn t scem too I} cly, because these trun~
antmals are nursed ke bibies by thewr tramers and 2+
watched twenty four hours a day by ather the tramer o
the cage boy Therr diet, t00, 15 carcfuly regulated Never
theless, 1t did look Iike worms )

We had the other bears run ont of the cage quickly ani
the truner and I gave the bear 2 shot of a sedatne A tes!
proved that my duagnosis was correct and I wormed h
inmedately In due time that one bear rcheved umself ol
over half a gallon of long white worms

1 figured that this must be a w cakness of rolar bears of
1t could happen to them under sych close sunvesllanee <o
next T gave the other bears the sume tre iment 5 do ¢ ol
tetrachloretinlene to drug the wonns followed an homr
later by a strong purgatine (Without thy hiter the b
nught die of the wom posson or (I ¢ thy worms mght
come to, hungner and peppicr thin ever | uery ong of
these bears yiclded at least 1 half palion of worms In Al
my subsequent expenences wWith sich bears, Putiulyly
pohr bewrs, T alwavs suspeet wom s first
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1 ohed m m} notebook Whenever 3 ney bear joms
the shoy introduce yourelf 4 him wath o test for wormg
Hemn ned 3 rmng

£00d stff g q, 2
The fist of bundreds of Toutines had starpeq
S nce there 45 RO time for hesitation of research when an
Ammal may dnng gt was €NCOUTIZING to me to find,

time ang ITUR 3 point of referenca =
B3t hetnnd

o 310 100 weak gy pe
oo, hdently he paq 4 Pted my manner A
dangeroys profes

a

199, and yet oy with omestie anmals thera 15 danger
borse o Kicka map head off y on¢ swaft kick, ang
bull can b, >t 35 dingerpys 35 any anymy) known
‘owever ou simply Jeg the animgl chay ctenstics ang
@ vou gy, mh and intelligent), Protect yourself
would seary € w3y 0 get along nyy wald animyls
the gy ¥ou treat dom te amma)s T none byt
"‘r\xrt al]

CT1e
TeCIutions

orm 5 POst morter, N hm g phe
b«‘]“h 5 cut hn}r: Il:ohceﬁ that ghe intestipe
94 the s a5 1d a5 wood As I p}
knite s t the wa) bunst ang w oo
" 1l gy,



28 Cirens Doctor

Apparently the worms, starved from the previous 5t
liad hit the upper mteshme ke 2 crowd of homewar
bound New Yotkers rading the BMT on a raim, st
Packed 1 just as tightly, they paralyzed the bears =
testines Bears, you sce, are more vulnerable than subssp

The hospital needed strughtening up, supphes needdd
ordenng, 1 had to get acquanted with personpel ¢
ammals and all their vanous routines, and at the sm:f
trme thmgs hept happening One never knew whit 82
comung next (That 1s a situation, T mght say, that Jaett
changed to Hus day A oncarmed piperhanger 1 a slows
compired to a two armed cireus setennanan )

One noon dunng my first weeh 1 stopped at the hos
corral for a routine check on two horses wath cohe, to mak
sure that the grooms were caring out nstructions ||
never permit a horse wath colic fo be Jeft alone, there 53
chance af lus lyng down, and frequently ke will 108
around so that an mtestine will loop around another, en
g what 15 known 15 “ twisted gut” When the gas I
the absteuction, the intestine tuptutes After medicatirs

: N * walk hum, for hours if neee
ystem )
hippened to glance out 1t
window and saw that Alfred Coust wag baaging lus 3
mals into the ng outdoor cage for rehearsil T hadn’t Jad
time yet to sce that act 50 now 1 watched, winte
brought hus vmmals 1, directed each ane to 1 pedestal
and then smoothly and appaently effortlessly put ther
through their very difficult pices
He was almost fimshed when he turned his baol for 2
moment to get a piece of meat as a reward for 3 Icop.ud
As he 6id, a tiger sitting on 3 pedestal just It of 4 biy male
tson struch at the Ton with s paw It imeht have been in
play, or 1t right hase been 1n anger; ntixed groups present

these mushaps
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it oer's pas grazed Mhadae ot 0

3105tn .

eddl

rd

ii?uanl

utt took one lool at the hon and immeduately drove
othey ansmals through the chute back mto thet cages
ciled me over

Loakat s, Doe, will you 7" he sad

walked ta the bars of the cage and looked m at the
+ Trodded m head Tsan what Court meant the jan
; defimtely broken

“What do yon thmnk2 * Court sud

‘L don t know,” Tansnered  Have you ener baee? =5y
mation ta mend <

- v
N .
A)

 Nemt ©val b
Sunilat yperations had been performed on dogs, and 1
gudered whether the hon's natuee would peraut an evact
mtzon

A squeeze cage was beng brought up agmnst the door of
he bons cage A squeeze cage 15 smal), strone #rt ~—
heels Oneendisadonr Y0

indes :uc(ﬁxﬁd ou

an gradually be o] . U upened
aat The object of o ¢ squeeze cage 55 to hold ::xx:dd
:;v\:n:z\‘m\mmobxlc “hi‘\;: he1s bng worked on, to deep mm
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squeeze cage have straght up and<down bats The ;‘\dc
have closer bars ronning m both directions m Q“k‘ ‘f_ ff

squecze cage IE prodding doesn't work, a small V“‘%‘
meat placed m the squecze cage will do the tnck 1§
the door at the end of the squeeze cage 1s Jowered and ¢
handle wound untit the amimal 15 held, not vgh}ls enaug
10 hurt hum, but snugly enough so that he won't hurt an
onc clse A good precautson 1s fo rope the squeeze o
to the ammal s cage before openng the doars :

The fitst thing 1 had to do was anesthetize When &
lion was safely in the squeeze cage T pncled @ van it h
front leg and Lept mjecting the Sind slowly until he Tooke
drowsy and began gomg lmp Then the needle was st
drawn and he coflapsed on the floor and from that por
on we wete out of Supger—be wowd sleep fom % !
eight hours 1 believed

We moved the aage over to the hospitil bunldm
opened 3t up and shd the lion onto the operating table
examined h1s jaw and found that the lower pwbone &
trofen clean through n two places, leaving the cab
center section hanging hmp

When 3 dog has 2 broken jan you wire the brole
bones together; you then wire the lover jan to the upp
Jaw, bightls, to Xeep his jaws clenched and completely 1t
mobile Then till the boune kaits sou feed vour dog !
dnpping m‘xlk slowly 1to the comer of tus mouth whe
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o the comer of his mouth We had to figure out an
et way
By considenng where we must vary the usual plan, I
uzht of something that mght work Driling holes on
= side of the two breals through the lower jaw qust
cath the gum ke and using stiff wire, I laced the cen
broken section of the jaw to the two outer sections,
15 would hold the entrre laner janbone sohd m one
ece 10 heal but there was stll the problem of leeping
ie Yon from oving this jaw and at the same time allow
2 him to eat 1 took two blocks of wood each about two
ithes thick. One block fitted berween upper and lower
wlurs on each side, leaving room for hus tongue between
aem More holes were bored to hace wires through the
wbones top and battom s fans bemng wwed tightly
et separtted by thoce blacks of wood
This meant that the entye lower jan was solid m one
1¢ce, and both upper and lower 1aws were being held firm
at Bs mouth was permanently open because of those
Aoks of vood Because the center section had no wood,
3¢ tou'd zet his tongue out to lip up mil The only
3ueshion that bothered me was whether for the six ar eght
weeks 1t wonld take the AW 1o set nulk would gne him
£ noutshment he needed

Mo we had finshed worling I sened him 1 and

peration to be

2 suceess Ths was
3t 2 trarter docs beco:

me attached to us
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squeeze cage hmve straight up and-down bars The sides
hase closer bars running in both directions m order toke<
the amimal from getting Ins claws through By bnnging ths
squecze cage up to the door of the hon's cage and opening
both doors 1t 15 usually an casy matter to prod himnto the
squeeze cage If prodding doesn't worh, a small picce of
meat placed 1n the squecze cage will do the tnck Thet
the door at the end of the squeeze cage 1 lowered and tF*
handle wound unti} the amsmal 15 held, not tightly enongh
to hurt him, but snugly enough so that he won't hurt any
one else A good precaution 15 to rope the squeeze €15
to the animal s cage before opening the doors

The first thing I had to do was anesthetize When the
lion wac eafalt 1m thn cn onen meea T mealad avananhs
fro * °
drc I
drawn and he collapsed on the floor, and from that pont
on we were out of danger—he would slecp from six to
eight lours 1 believed

We moved the cage over to the hospital buldin”
opened 1t up and shd the Lon onto the operating table
exammed his jaw and found that the lower jawbone w5
broken clean through n two places, leaving the enbitt
center section hanging limp

When a dog has a brolen jaw you wire the broked
bones together; you then wire the lower 17w to the nppef
jaw, tightly, to keep lus jaws clenched and completely 1m
mobile Then il the bone kmits vou feed sour dog bt
dnpping milk slowly into the comer of hus mouth whet
the flesh 1s Joose

N Sadai

o sdea Trst of
all, two shafts to
dn uth Secondly

h numencal sequences may well be reversed), you
ficult time finding men who would” be

g o snva han e

(k}:oug
would have a &
wilhng to stand alongsid
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There was understanding between us, ?t:d nh‘houg_h;:l
Y DT My

fust a few days after this operation on Count’s hionl, Twas

nding outade the cat bam having my first lengthy chat

th Damoo Dhotre He was weanng 3 tan ;I's‘k;rt and
E . Pt

DU

LY s dunnAls 1 had observed how they did every
ung but now 1 wanted to know why they did st

While we were talking 1 noticed that the cage boys were
snnng some of Damoo's tats fom thes oges o the ot
am into the chute which connects with the outdoor tram
a3 nng There were leopards, panthers, black jaguars,
mmas. As each ammal was dinen forward into the chute,
- board was inserted parbitioning tum off 1 s own cell

1 1d noticed this out of the comer of my ey, and
funng a break in the comersatian, 1 pownted and smd to
Mamoa “fiow com =t anm = e e e

Ol he sud
woil " He snuffed
me
Youwil} pasdon me please” T must work for a while 1

¥l be free m 2 half hour and we con talk some mote”
Wheteupon he walled the fes, yasds 40 the oane, o

the door swung hamself n, Litched the door after him and
then gue the sigmal 1o the cage boys to let the eats into
the nnx with im
| My fint wild zmimal
this iy 1 thu skt as the
« e the mnct temfung

terest was the hig cats—and to
freatest That may be because they
Actually, T think my interest 15 2
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anmals, almost the way a parent does to his ohf ‘

The next morning the hon was full of pep and $hr
came up to hus cage he was assiduously lapping tp &
mulk the boys could put 1n hus cage After the third dar
began pulvenzing meat and puttmg it an the milk b
found that he was able to get most of this meat vp
hus tongue and to swallow at without chewng te
some. weight, but he came through that operanon
fully and recovered completely

Six weeks Jater we anesthetized lum again openedl\-
law up and removed the wire The jaw had kit Dm'd5
the bone was smooth and strught and hard, and “‘h’_:
completely healthy hon who went back mto the nag s
performed yust as well as he ever had before He heed v
jears after that, when he finally did de, not so very o3t
2go, 1t was from old age

I had hoped that nothing of this sort would tum £2
quite 50 soon, but i looking back on st § thiak pc!lmPs ‘}f
opesation, coming when 1t dud, 15 the Juckgst thing 4
happened to me dunng that pertod This was no soubd
treatmment It was something for which there was Iittle
any precedent If st hadn t worked I don't know ho¥
would have feit The fact that st was successful gave 1
21 amoitt of confidence that T nceded badlv at that timé
and which Fam sure enabfed me to save the hves of cour”
less other ammals dunng the ensming months

Alfred Court and I were fnends and saw a great deal o]
each other until he retired quate recently The fnendshy?
dated from tius operation As we worked together, both 19
the same end, cach of us realized—without erther of
sying nny(hmgw!lm we were men who were happiest
when we were working for and with amimals We sierend
mesanthropes ot selationships with people were excellen!
and enjoyabler But we were more at home with amnals
When there had been 2 choce m our \:‘v es, cach of ys hd
always made the decision that fept us close to animal;
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Gt The male oy wsually be sdentufieg by the tremendong

RI7¢ 03 the bae}, of his head ang around his neck The

Teaxg Little Jgy ferce thap People mmagine He $ano

{23l gng ROy amumals e nOISY people are  «
tfaend L

1
52 Hewsap cea a vuug
Brers, hoapyer have been attacked by Lione they
Enve eveq ed by they While | yay working on
Bisbook, \fae Rovar whom 1 knew well y hen she was 3n
32.02) e nep for I‘unJm; Brothers, w25 killeg by alon
2 CaLk 1 Y ks

o hen 2 on atty he w never nng 1
et Yoy ang lind on vou the way Some of the gther cats
*1 H, likely to coma
¥ 15
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combination of admiration for their beauty and dign
and the challenge they present to any man, be he tram
doctor, or cage boy Visitors to winfer quarters bv {
thousands stand 1n front of the cages of these ammals ¢
almost mvanably call them by the wrong name A m
will stand o front of a leopard eage and say to hus w1
‘ Come aver here, Mary, and look at these tigers’

It secmed odd to me that this should be so until 1
membered that exeept i our Jargest cities there are 1
200s and the vast majonty of our population never has ¢
chance to sec wild ammals That accounted, I supposc
for the tremendous populanty of the circus menage:
when the show went on the road This was the only z
many people ever saw, and a considerable zoo st was

As a result of my fnendship with Court and Dhotre ar
my mcreasig fondness for the cats, T now began to len
more about them than I had ever known before T talkt
to the cat men [ read amimal books

The commonly found cats in our zoos and crreuses 3
the hons, higers, leopards, black panthers, jaguars, blac
jaguars, and then some of the smaller ones such as occlot
cougars, wldeats The differences are rather strilung

The hion, of course, his long been known as the Ring ¢
Reasts 1 ashed Damoo once whether he felt the tatle just
lCd

“Yes® he sud, “m my opmion at 15 First of all, he oot
the part Ie looks hke a king He has size he has digmity
he has what appears to be great pnde Sccondly, over
though some of the smaller ammak can attack. faster tha
he can the long har around his neck usually prevents fi
gething halled by them I think, Damoo concluded, * tha
1f there 15 a Jang of the jungle, the hon certainly carns the

o
mzﬂxc Yion 1s onc of the few ammals that nearly ovenbod)
yecogmzes It comes from Afuca It s the latpest of tht
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3
dou
le can usually be tdentifieq by the tremen,
;Zechﬁim of hu heod zm]d amundehgcnl:::.n:‘::
Jess Berce thay ¢ tmagn

::l:!’nl:l.a :Xxsﬂcn:sy amumals Imouy people arle usu:rlll}
Inendle T, lion makes fniends easily He s highly mvhlt
£t He con pe taught fnelg rather esily of he g5 caug
Joung Hey e antma] to bgy e around

n y stay ang, two or

® 5t Of that fymg they ther hp nor eat,

and shoylq N} unfo, B3te aning) mag €12 they
iy e g Quickly disposed of

does’g leave g o because b

Bapnens 1o be dnsen o 10 2 ship gng Quartereq yr 5 Circns
of miles away from home, Wig Animyls,

% hne o be feminded geo Rever e they Qn pe
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tramned with patience to do certain tncks but they 2
still wild m every Tespect

In the nng when a female lion comes into heat !l
males as a rule don t fight only because the tramer h
them under control They have been punished m the ps
for fighting m the nng and remembering that punishmer
they st1y on their pedestals But they do growl at &
other 1nd esery instinct urges them to fight Thes arc e
tremely nervous At thus time they are very unpleasont
15 at this point that any slight change from the usual |
voice or movement—anything at all unfamuihar that ¢
trmner does—is hikely N
another aninal make
peated 1t s kely to o
pomt he will attack erther the other ammal or perha
the tramner humself For that reason many trmners wi
1n:mm.c the female from the act during the tune she 151
heat
A very good friend of mme Dick Clemens was attacke
twice 1m one tecent serson by a lon 1t the time a femal
1 the cage was i heat Once a hon knocked lom dov
and mauled Inm The other ime he bit lum through th
shoulder At that pomnt the relabionship became so strang
that Clemens had to take this hion out of tus act Yetr
this case the ion was 1 bottle fed pet of Clemenss he b
been carefully rused and tramed by Dick from the bim
the antmal was 2 cub Nevertheless when jungle mstine
comes to the fore even domestic born hons arc biinded &
tlungs hike loyalty and fnendslup He reminded cverybod
that he was a jungle anunal

Lion acts are sensational becanse the ammals are Jarge
because they do Jook fierce and beeause 1 trainer who caf
tram 2 hon to fergn attack can make hunself Jook like ¢
very great heo nd

1 1mers are the ones wath stnpes They are conss lesed by
mnn; tramers the most vicons and the least selpble ol

-~
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% Both amsmali are extremel ncovs They are quicks
¢y bve mean tempers; but they also have a Ingh degree
itellizence and ean be tramed to do a number of amaz
17 tncks
Damoo tells that whew he stasted leaming about anumal
umng, at the age of thirteen, fus fist tnck was to nde
bger around the nnz His teacher told hum, * If vou can
21m to get along with tigers, pothung wall keep you kom
eng a great zonmal man 7
“The her 15 the hreest of the cats nest to the hon, fre
{~eatly measunng twelve to thurteen feet from nase to tail,
id weighing up to four hundred and &fts pounds In
thion, the tiger probably looks fercer than any of the
fther eats
p’l’h: stpa‘xd 3 tomparatnehy small, spotted anmal
SRS/ T Ur S { <

£ - . . .
3 .
L. . .
oL en tade o0 the lrnb of 2 tree and leap on a2y pasung

Fxm Many paturalits contend that be s the bestcamon-
£.zed ammal in thas nele Ma  ank aseba o e

“ - -

44t 135 o oparrds who pennit tum to camy them
lkc\_nd b5 reck Tke fur p eves even though ther wogh 1o
the nechbe-hood of oan hunceed and Eff pounds
The bk pazther 6 actualle g foeak {eopard Lske b
AN, $om 3nmah 2w meltmstir~that 15, bovn with 2n
a:m ‘:‘ l‘u“x FSRSY, 2 condbion oppoite to albraowm,
€ Lk of preme~t A Getted toomand mav have 3 biter
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contmming one or more black leapards hkewse breedmz
{’“o]bhck leopards may produce either black or spotted ¢
oth
This 1s the ammal normally called the “panther
(though vanous countries often refer to some local amumt
as a panther) If you cver look at this sort of panthe
closely you will find that although Ins coat scems to b
solid black, he actually contuns the same spotting a5
Jeopard m a black of even darker intensity than the rest ¢
the coat Ilc 1s a freak, and perhaps because he 15 poort
camouflaged for the jungle the black panther is o
quicker than the lcopard and 15 commeonly considered t
most dangerous ammal to work with e 15 almost 1mpos
sible to make friends wath, and somctimes doesn’t p1:
N N N LR s, when thn
plag ful—pus’
on the oth
hand, develops mnto a snarhing mass of fury within a s
wecks after he 1s bom He seems to know that things a”
gomng to be tough for one whose color deviates, and Iiteral
comes out fighting He gets worse and worse throughoy!
Iiis life, and can be controlled only through sheer wil
power and patience on the part of the trmner He alway!
rematns 1 sullen and somew hat reluctant pupl
Thie spotted jagur looks Iike a leopard but 1s natne 1t
the Western Hemisphere from Texas to Parguyy e ¢
shghtly larger and more heasily buidt than the Asitie of
Afncan lcopard, and his face 1s larger and more tnangular
1his head and neck have 2 ssimilanty to a bull's rather that
a cat’s The jaguar 1s normally not too bught, althougt
he can be truned, and he has the same kind of meanne !
that a leopard has Tt s seldom that onc finds tramers gown3
out of their was to work sath hum
The black jaguar his the same relation to the spottcd
sguar as the panther docs to the spotted Ieopard 1t 15 4

) L It 15 poorly camouflaged and it 1s 2 vicious yiglent

frer
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=il A traiger very seldom works with lzlzck Jaguars be-
GUse 1t 15 ¢ 4 rent to the audience

'192 one of !bcplg;st difficuit 1obs 1 wilg amma] tramng,
‘2d seemg thezefore poy worth while, Dimoo Dhotre, hoy

o, has g poye of black J3guars—for many years, | beleve,
the only traineq 00es 1n thyg ountry Fo'hyg taught ther
todos number of difficuly tncks mcluding thyg of allowing
themsels s 4 be around by

2sidenng thoe
the male, oy, used to gy Da, time
H?gnc m th y £ together, thy IS SoMmething of feat
, Sut the Aenaze oy wont ¢op, 35 extiting
;ax S Damog with 2 leoparg around hys peey | What
t'e on) ket doesn ¢ 15 H 1ng per
S5 15 the on]; anma) of some hundreg. that he has
worked sty that ¢, ting trouble for Dameg
T 2 long Penod of time. Pyre) S 2 persong) Tatter,
Bamog g 4 ed that J, BOINg t0 subdye and camry
1S anim;) hus shoulders p, fore ther va-
5erous» |, describably
€0t built of thys
B inegs of traipypy

¢ ere the L0 types of s we hag when I
191ed the shoy Traimng gy f theny ), Courage, sy,
d patieng, and 3 ong apprcntxccshlp lnng 5
Mixed dssortmeny of thery nto one €25¢ at ppe time tales

Tore gng | the mogy admyy,

o
ed feat of 4y
All wilg a; TS 8all admyy that o a0 anymg)
ccmp!cte'j ot of oon €€ 15 noth, £ a traer
do Althaugp, there 1 0 belief i g Pinch
e l;)ntr 2 p 'ouk bus e o1 and shogp the oy 1
=, thig s 0y never done 15 the 1o
tusang 1 doubt 11,5 orted o clsn\ghmg Frothes
Dunng " itrodyey, 97 t0 cireyg bfe ang animal grg,,
;luusrp ed 1o | t there wy ta T Carmed
Mmene e, O h the OFanizat gy, Unless per
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haps in the pay wogon The explination scems loge
enough As Alfred Court suid to me once W hat wou
you do with a gun? With an audicnce completelh s
rounding you if you missed the ammal you would v
doubtedly Iut one or more spectators and  he adde

your chances of mssing the amimal would be excellen
Remember Ius attach 1s sudden e 1s conung at you fi
1s moving He 15 1 the middle of a leap Hessdning O
sou have come to the pomt of realizing that 1 shek an
hold hum off he 1s almost on you You fire at a quek
moving target The chances of Juthing him with one sh
out of one try are almost neghgible Lyen if you are Ju¢
cnough to do that jou probably won t save yourself k
cause he continues bis leap which he has started He pret
ably won t dic nstantaneously because your mm cant k
ihxak good on a mowving target and so you shil get hutt ¢
1Hed

Their safets depends on therr abiity to keep the ar
mals under control or to defend themsches m other wav
aganst any ammal out of contro]

T spent many hours dunng those first fow months lan
g on a fence outside the ¢t bamn talking to Alfred and
Damoo I believe [ hike cats parth because of my fondnet
for these two men but I think 1t worked the other wir
too because I was fond of cats T instinctively Iked thes
men md was fasamated by therr profession

Both of them scemed in many ways rather p1r1dom.ﬂ
Alfred Court not only had the won nene and the phy sieal
dommance that all ammal traners must have but he 3 3
also a very courteous most Old World courtly persen
s name mught almost have been tailared for hum

Datnoo although short of stature, often mpresses lus
audiences as 3 grnt 11e t0o has an ur of phyvsical dom
nance including 3 sott of daredens] quality But Damoo 18
also somethmg of an ntellectual e 15 steeped i a bk



Start.ng~With 2 Roar 41

~czd of Hinda philecophy and Huadu pushasm Al
bough hus bfe has not m~luded more than fve months of
el edocation, be 1s one of the most Jewned men T have
vet met. H.s knowladge of anumals 1s thoronghlv pract.cal,
r t sane he has 2 heen mtetest n the :mmalz}i: w ov‘ks
TR N a3 M ma Bank aw et an mak

>2¢ of the most enl.ghtemss expenences in the world

Tazaz, for whom he once doubled 10 a movee,
D00 was rused wath wild arumals He was born i Indn
3ud at the age of thurteen had already spent thres vears ;m
b unces crrons Thoce vears were spent as an acrobat,
thorvn, and tnck bicvele ndew but at thirteen he begas
Fanirg Los, =5 4 student an mal trawer Br the tune be
w28 s=enteen he was well known thioughout Inda as a
;ﬁnﬂ b cyele acrobat and an equally daredevt! anumal

18T

Hebas b
e b =

d ramy nz~o escapes He bas on maav ocm
eknd A m L s M b e dmase o ¥

‘,”r:;x"v_hrz‘:s,” he o5 “31d even tme 1t was my own
. ‘;(cs‘ 113 1+s agree that the chuef faul* among trugens
32 the thuef resson for the's be ng burt 15 that they ba

« e overconfident and ate 1 bred to forgst that thear

, (=3 'm:s are $1l) jangle cveatures The traer who remen
e 3 15 2lwass on his guard The tramer who docsa t

, 0Trualh gess hut or kalled

W
hﬂﬂ;:éuvﬂd e Damoo or Alfred easwallk walkig

S sith thar aumals, practiemng thas acte fohy
13 e eymds amsmals, ard com~g oukaa;un to have 2
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frankfurter between rehearsals, T would ash them whetb:
they ever wormed about getting hurt someday It seer
smpossible that they did, and at the same tme 1t seemrt
unhikely that they wouldn’t What T Jcaned was that
parently with all wild ammal tramers thete 15 usnally ¢
fear as the rest of us hnow 1t Dimoo has told me ms”
times that he 1s thoroughly aware of danger, that *‘C}““"
just what each animal 15 likely to do to him, but this * fear
as he calls st, 15 apparently a mental process, not an et
tional one On the other hand, T have seen ammal trane
who on certamn days scemed really fnghtened.

1, myself, on the many occasions when I liave gonc wt
a cage with a wild ammal, have vsually been fnghtcnc;
Through my own experiences and through talling to ¥
ammal tramers I have evolved a theory that 1s at odds» !
that of the medical profession .

1 had always heard that animals could “smell fear”,
if 2 human were really afrad of an ammal, the anur!
would know 1t no matter what the person did to caver:
up I think this 15 wrong I think 1 'can provide eviden®
to make a case for the fact that amymals cannot smell fe
thit fear 15 not somethung tangible 1 think ammals ¢
sense fear, but I thiok they get it through the tone of ape
son’s voice and from his actions 1 myself have hand
harses, mean florses, of whom 1 was ternficd, but by kee
g my voice stern and my actions defimte, I was able !
Keep that fict from the animals Some of these horses,
Tnow, would have kicked me mnto a corner if they
been able fo smell my uncertunty And I hive gone i
cages with beats and leopards who would have attacke
me mstinctnvely if they had felt T was bluffing m) contic



D, had discovereq reak in the

= B of Iy 07¢ of his pmgg
-z 'lk:‘.h:ﬁe looked at the il Yes, defimtely broken ..,
2 (Wenmey discovered hor, ths ha;;pc}::cd It might hage
H Clrwed be 5 nezhbor, althoush there

'L"Lbe'mks Sometizag when ap amima) 55 bemng shuttled from
T e 1g 2nother, the cze boy
‘ik"e:! behimg (he anm;

€ other directian For ths
angd 3 0¥ leam 0w ‘en g
Bates, ap

pidly closing the
d 1t may Bnve been that Luny 80t her 37 caught
324 broje, that vy )
e didy” 9 be 1n payy We deaded that tozether
Renoud nyy her into the $9ueeze caze gng Damog could
€ res an;

3 252D 1 openeg the
<k SqLeeze cgon g dudn t b?t)her to remaye
7 becagee S OPeration d 4y tile veny lorz_ang <et
87 hing, tly wath 5 Plaster oy which Thoped
£20 s00n

T YEIY carefully for the next fesw dapy Al
223h 3 fis the et thered oy and she g g chen gt 4
. she lefy €203 op for Protection, the tail shayeq

® More fiop that there a0 annovyng.

€ tenled gy male Limy COuC10yy £a0e3Y of fha tail
o Srzng amung g gtz gy Qught Plazes
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that nught have mjured it When we removed the &
her tail was perfectly straight Damoo put her nght b
wmto the act and she was an cntirely healthy and piese
able animal

I stumbled across some amazing facts dunng those £
fow weeks that big cats have sinus trouble for mstan
Alfred Court had suspected this for a long trme, and
whenever an ammal of hus appeared sluggish he would ¢
me over and we would examme 1t Dverythmg 1 found &t
firmed lus susptcion On certan days, certain of the he
would hang their heads low, mdicating headache
would be either 1ll tempered or completely spinntless, ¢
pending on the individual animal

T found that letting an anmal rest for a couple of &
would usually help him recover and frequently, mie
aspinn m fus food would speed the process—30 grams X
hon, 15 grams to a leopard, Go grams to a horse. (¥
grains 1s the adult human dose )

1 hnew that horses frequently suffer from smus trod'
when 1 cold 15 neglected and ‘the ammal s worked
hard What apparently happens s that the cold 1 hiss

Pl . A 3 Lpor

. yous

' suble

both horses and dogs In these cascs, as with hums'

aspinn relieves the pun There hase been a few horses:

which [ have actually had to opemte to drun the infeche

but these eases are rare and I do 1t only when absolutt
necessary

I had bought a rather Isrge and 15 ! recall an cepene
black leather bound notebook, and here st was [ ber
wuting down jothings of new nformation obsenatio
theonies and just plun facts This ! hoped would be ueef
on the road when things were ruehed and we were works
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13 tght schedule when I didnt bave e to sit and

chat sath kenness and cage boys and menagene men ber
fore makug deaisions
)

1
i

CHAPTER 1V Elephants
Have Tender Shins

1

Sontzmmrrs one recalls vwadls costasm expenences withont
bz able 1o understand the unportance of theur detals o1
by memory setamns them

When § w35 about fne 2 neighbor took me for a ndem
Bt umn and 1 those davs rovolutionan automeble §
asked for sa nett g dunng the nde—ice cream 1 thunk—
i hesadren postnehy  “oswee! I don t know why
{hnegoncon remembenng that so clearly but every tume
Tsaw that nerghbor after that, although he was fond of me
and went out of h s wsy to dottle favors 1 wanted to run

Likewse, § will alwavs temember the day 1 discorered
that elophants have tender shms bat thus memon 1 do
wdentind—1nd for 2 veny good texsen The story starts
Yack a b, just before | jomned the show

Toxa d the end of the tous that vear thete was a tugedy
1 Atz Atlanta was on the swingback toward winter
G13%ems 3nd the show was to plav there i October Just
It e tioe Jobn Rae ling Notth was ielephoning me
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to offer me the job, the aircus tram was pulling into t
Atlanta sidmg and prepanng to unload
Suddenly onc after another, the elephants dropped ¢
the ground By the time the boys were ready to walk the
to the lot most of the amimals were out cold
The newspapers made a good deal of it at the hmeb;
cause there was something of a mystery attached to 1t Q
viously, the Ringling Brothers and Barmum & Bailey ¢*
phant herd had been poisoned
A number of the ammals died very quekly The ot
were saved, although some of them were violentls sick f'
a while Nobody could imagme who would dislile ¢
phants enough to feed them poison What made the oy
tery even decper was the fact that the clephant hed
never unguarded It 1s guarded partly to Leep people e
teasing or hurting the animals and partly to heep thea™
mals under control If one clephant should ever bred
foose and go on a rampage the tendency 1s for the other
to do so
In this particular case the clephants had been watehe
very carefully and yet had been posoned The sunisi
clephants were treated on the spot Post mortems we*
performed on the dead clephants and it was determme?
by Iaboratory tests that arsenic had lilled them
The mystery was finally sohed when 3t was found th
not too far from the rulrord siding at the previous st
there had been a chemical factory Among the waste ma'e
mals which at scattered—it supposed harmlessly—over tHe
surrounding terntory was arseme \Vhen, quite mnocentl
the clephants’ hay had been scattered over this arsent
covered ground some of the animals had taken cnough to
Ml them Those that didn t die still took enough to get
1ch
* C'I'hc sctennanan who treated the clephants gave g medr
cine wtrasenously 1 the car In several cases, some of the
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Lare got out of the ven into the teader hissue of the
ard abscessed

35 the time 1 joined fhe aseus, we had some thuty c!;‘
ints with abscesses behand their ears Walter McChin
1e the news to me The clephants had had these ab-
ss¢s for some weeks before I got there, but they weren't
1senous MeClan knew that as soon as a vetennanan
s hred he could take care of them He was also smart
zh Dotte confront me with a problem lile that dur-

1 3

mselt \We chatted 1dh for thirty mnutes or so and then
r2ked, “Doc, you know much about elephants?”

‘;\'0- I'dont knaw amsthing about elephants”

Doz, we'e got some sick elephants”

“That's just fine,” ¥ smd “What s wrong with them””
“Well” he sud, “iou remember readmg about the
omng 71 Atlantz A lot of them are sill suffenng from
12 aftereffects ™

“Well, 1 sce what can be done about at,” 1 sud. “Do
hn.lﬂ you treat them®”

Ve e sud lowh “f thind maybe the twa of us
Pt be able to mamage On the whole the are fanty
aln while vou are treating them—~that 13, of course, 1f you

P tommone A1 - 2t

- ® sy wisiwontiy: hughly intelligent, yes—, rEybabIa
3:. most mtethizent of a1l wald Jmm:l:ﬂtt’p)t :lmjx)xps Bui
A W, wpredictable. They have been known to at
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tack, for no apparent reason Despite my qualms, thevk
to be worked on, however, and I was only thankful an:
telligent elephant man like Walter McClain was around
help 1 got some of my equipment together and we st
walling over to the elephant hraal

“¥ll tell you one thing about these clephant absces
Walter sud “Just drmming won't be enough [ gues ¥
would call them meapsulated abscesscs, because what b
pens 15 that a capsule scems to have formed betwec? l
cartilage and the shin Instead of just digging a hole :,
draining, yow'll have to cut and actually remore the wht
capsule ” 3

“Well,” I saud, “let me open one up and I} soon £
out”
The clephant Lraal 15 really a row of open sheds foro
mnto a square with a watenng trough n the center Asyt
enter, you find four solid rows of elephants stanng at )¢
from atound the sides Lach 1s chamed to a ning embeec
1n concrete by onc hind and onc front leg There s 3 loo
cham strung across i front of each row of ammals to bet
people from getting too close to them In the circus, the
Luown as the “picket line ™

The clephint who was in patticular pamn this das ©
named Jenny She was restless She was moving her he
mn arcles and stamping her fect Walter and 1 approxch’
her cautiously, and Walter grabbed the elephant hook

Tlus 15 a stick about the length of a broom handle
the end of 1t 15 2 small, dull ook TI'his Lol 15 used by
clephant men 1 leading and traming clephants 1t does
hurt the ammal, but st tugs at her n one direction or @
other and she soon learas to respect orders gnven by meat
of the hook

Walter got m front of Jenny, holding her trun] up an
her head down I could just about reach the arcy i bac
of the car where it was nccessary to operate As soon as

- ~
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wuched her, Jenny started bobbing her head 2nd weaving
sspite the hook 5

“Why 15 she bouneing so much?” 1 asked Walter ana
wh “Iam pot hurhing her 1am just patting ’}’m' ear
“Tovching them can dme them nearly erazy,” Walter
©d “Drdnt you hnow, Do, that elephants have very
esdet shons?™

“Are you kdding®™ Y seoffed, shappimg my hand sharply
m Jensy's grav hde to disprove Walters joke To my
l'rllmm:nt feuny never Binched She even scemed to
a

L

“That’s what Tmean, Doe,’ Walter linghed “They love
3 Erm shap, bot a fiy or a tiekle on ther sk will dove

°m eran "

1 was bang ctonded by the elephant next to Jenny be-
e73se the elephants on the picket line are chamned rather
tise to each other 1 took out mv synnge and, after
moppng the arer with antiseptic, mjected a1 local anes
thetic just tobe surc An anesthebic 15n t very good for this
%22 of thing nsually, becouse an ammal can fight the m
Jechion as much as the operation and an miected part Lke
zh:ixfll t too responsive becawse of the fact that the mfee

‘- sSaS-—n,, without my knowng 1t the elepha

et 54 ¢ elephant next i
ey ex ::;'::Aitms.m.x 1wl never Wnow~dropped her
sachip

: .an\\
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and 15 my weight made it go taut, 1t sprung me back
I Tinded it on my bick undemeath Jenny
[ 11y sprawled on the ground, half stunned more s¢
than I have ever been m my life, when Jenny's bls
orerfloned Then I moved so fast that it might be
seribed a3 bouneing
Only one tlun~
and there, and t}
the hool and he
forth nd laugh
mediately and I maniged to pull mysclf together pr
up my dampened digmty, and, in a much calmer fram
mind, continue the operation
Thave had hundreds of such operations since but Ih
neser hlked them--not one As a general rule, the abst
becomies as bag as @ mans hand and I hase to mak
correspondingly big openming through which to work 1
abscess must be picked with siher mitrate to Joo en !
capsule, md then worked around 1nd around by hand v
the entire eapsule 15 loosened and ¢n be taken out throu
the operung Tt 1s seldom punful to the clephant bat £
mahe 1 termble fuss simply beeause they do not bike to
handled
Llephants I fer could never be influenced by the st
fermnine fouch
An clephant will mvarmably toss b1y and dirt or vk
ever he ean get lus trunl around onto lys byck Itis s
dom you see an elephant without this laver of durt and k
on fus brek The hay and dirt 15 msulation agunst 1
pricks and tiekles of flies and mosqtutoes an elephant
warst enemies This swpnsed me because 1 had' alss

1 ] M

thought as 7 nst pee le do, that an clephant
2 thick shay > that way ] he
leamned 8 5 565 also have tet
der shins & them s to wa

up and Yung 1
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hippo
ber why considenng walking up to pata
'T, Se:h::ls nomal temperatyre Dty mne to 3
bunded 4,
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S your hand 1 1,
hing

o © doesn t wan 44 g Hevwony
low Mthmg he g
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1t d tapprove All L, ke 1g cult patent
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and as my weight made it go taut, it sprung me*
1landed flat on my back nnderneath Jenny

Ilay sprawled on the ground, half stunned more scaee
than I have ever been m my hfe, when Jenm's bladde
overfloned Then 1 mosved so fast that it might be &
scribed as bouncing

Only one thing saved me from mving up the arcus the
and there, and that was ™ h T A daner
the hook and he was dos
forth and laughing fit t
medutely and 1 managed to putt myseil lug,.
up my dampened digmty, and, m 8 much calmer frame ¢
mind, continue the operation

1 have had hundreds of such operations since, but 1ha
never hked them—not one As a general rule, the gbsees
becomes as big as a man's hand and [ have to make:
corzespondingly big openmg thiough winch to work Th
abscess must be packed with silser nitrate to laoscn th

T - 14lenteadded qround and avound by han‘d unt;

handled

Llcphants, I fear, could never be wnfluenced by the “soft
fermimine tonch

An elephant will mvanably toss hay and durt or what
ever he can get Ins trunk aronnd onto Ins back Tt 15 s¢l
dom you sec an clephant without this fager af dirt and hay
on his back The hay and dirt 15 msulation agast the
pricks and ticMes of flies and mosqmtoes an elephants
worst encmies Tins swrpmsed me because T had always
thought, 1s 1 suppose most peaple do, that an efephint 8
a thick shinned arumal He simply Jooks that way [ have
learned that hippopotam and slunaceroses alio have ten
der shins The worst thing you can do 1o them 4 46 ok
up and touch them Tightly” (TTus 15 2 good un~ o 1o
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member when considenng wallaog up to pat a huppo )
An clephant’s normal temperature 1 nmty mine to 4
bomdint Toman %A dlat o el o st Retanal -
23 strmg Yo the ooe § 2m gnng 30 1 can 1eeover . And
whenever the pedormance of temperatare talang 15 neees
517, 1 alnass Khe to have the elephant tramer handy
When the trumer 1s arourd, the snsmal has 2 combination
.of both fear and conkidence Hie has a fear of downg some-
thing he 15 not supposed to do, and the confidence that
90 ha'm will come to hum Sometumes the truner, bmself,
will take the elephant s temperature Aore often he will
‘\-bnd at the 3umol s head and talk to her and qust genes
ally keep ber catm ahule I try to get the reading
} When we do find 3n elephant with 2 hugh tempemture
3374 other sumptoms of stomach upset, we have our work
wopleasntly cut oot for us A honse can be fed a Jaxztive
, 0t any other mediaine by means of 2 capsule There s no
i tock at 2l to malng 2 horse swallon such a capsule, This
6 not true of an elephant. Ap eephant s mouth cant be
,fk'}d open il teeth are hard and strong and you cant
R take a chance on puttiag your hand n hus mouth of you sre
. m’k{"; him do something he dossn twant todo Hewont
1 swillow amvthing he doesnt want to snallow, and his
»YT3 e 10 porertul that nothing can get past i f the
f ”.?;”"g doesn tapprove ARl all, he 15 2 dufficelt patsent
P c;c 'm time one of Walter McClan's elephants gotan
e i‘i“}fﬂl, 1 decrded wimplv to feed her a laxatove
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and as my weight made 1t go taut, 1t sprung me back an¢
Ilanded flat on my back undemeath Jenny .
1 lay sprawled on the ground half stunned more scaret
than I have ever been 1n my life, when Jenny's bladde
overflowed Then I moved so fast that 1t might be de
scribed as bouncing
Only one thing saved = fam @ ymo nn the crcus thet
1nd there, and that was e )
the hool and he was do* -
forth and laughing fit to kil His attitude eased me m
mediately and I mantged to pull myself together, patel
up my dampened dignity, and, m a much calmer frame ol
mind, continue the operation ,
I have had hundreds of such operations since, but I havt
never liked them—not one As a general rule, the absces
becomes as big as a mans band and I have to make ¢
correspondingly big opening through which to work The
abscess must be packed with silver mtrate to loosen the

capsule, and then worked around and around by hand ustl
PR L 4 Tan o +through

1t they
to be

handled \

Elephants, I fcat, could never be mfluenced by the * soft
fermmmne touch”’

An elephant will mvanably toss hay and durt, or what
ever he can get his trunk around, onto hus back It 15 scl
dom you see an elephant without this layer of dirt and hay
on his back The hay and dirt 15 msulation agamst the
pncks and tickles of flies and mosquitoes, an_elephants
worst encmies This surpnised me, because T had always
thought, as I suppose most people do, that an elcphant 15
a thick skinned animal He simply looks that way I have
leamned that hippopotami and rhmoceroses also have ten
der shins The worst thing you can do to them 15 to walk
up and touch them Lghtly (This 13 a good thing to 1e-
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merber when considenng wallang up fo pat 3 hippe )
An dq;h:nt's nosmal temperature 5 nént} nine to @
.3 2 - Lot L . 2 b - -

nches lsng, but it 15 breskable; and 1t can be lost~1 always
tie a string ta the a1e [ am using so I can recover 1t And
whenaver the performance of temperature taling 1s neces
saw, I alsays Mle to have the elephant bramer handy
Whea the tramer 15 around the antmal has a combination
of both fear and tonfidence He has a fear of domg some-
tharke wwat wmn Jo 2 -4 the confidence that
s the trainer, humself,
. - More often, he will
i3t 3t the ammal s head and ralk to her and st gener
Jally keep her calm while 1 try to get the reading
} When we do find an elephant wath a high tempenture
y2nd other svmptoms of stomach upset, ne have oar wark
, eaplesantls cut out for s A horse can be fed 3 lmabive
. or any other medicrne by means of 2 capsule Theres no
¢ tnck 2t 211 to making a horse swallow such a capsule This
, 13 not true of an clephant An elephant s month cant be
1held open Has teeth are fiaed and strong and sou cant
take 2 chance an. putting your hand wm has mounth if vou ate
malung him do something be doesn £ want todo Hewon't
i i‘;:l_)ow anything he doesnt want to swallow, and hrs

Aag sa mpmad T 4 b

.

7 e a8 8 weIRd simply to ferd ber 2 Umtrve

= e w Wy WEtt ber to swill down the lixstue
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(The normal laxatne dose for an elephant 15 one gallon
of raw hinsced o1l )

The clephant was Lva It took about five gallons before
we got one gallon into Eva's stomach She would stk
her trunk 1n her mouth, draw out the medicine we ha
managed to pour i and squirt 1t all over Walter and me
We sloshed around anlle decp n laxatne, and deaded
sadly that as a general routme this was not gong to wotk
A new system was called for

I next tred a medieme called Lentim, and this Tater be
came my standard clephant procedure Lentm 1s.a laxatut
that can be given by mjechion It 1s extremely strong ard
has to be admimstered with great care It mmmeduately
starts secretion of all the glands in the body and 1t work
1n about ten minutes If there 15 a danger that the amyma!
}!lnay have an obstruction 1n his ntestme, Lentin can kit

1m

Llephants come down waith chills frequently, exactly the
way horses do It 1s casy to medicate a horse with brands
using a dose syringe but an elephant 1s almost impossiblt
to treat with a dose synnge A dose synnge 15 Jong cnoug!
to reach way back into an anmmals moutl, by holding the
ammals head back and unloading the synnge you €
make lum swallow Not an clephant When they hawt
cinlls and won t take brandy T ginve them an imjcction o
camphorated o1l and guaiacol or some sumilar preparation

‘The clephants have alwavs been a sort of yetermanan®t
nusance factor, because they seldom get anytlung sen
senous but they are contmually nhing with one hittle thint
or another Tor mstance, very often a tush will breah anc
the root will have to be extracted (what 1 do then s to cul
back three or four mnches and pick out the broken piceet

of tusk)
Al of our cle

.

phants are femiles because we haye found
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elephants
ol les tend to be toublemalers Since

u:n &e:;\:iryc:cll IR captiity, there 15 no advantage iy
havog rules

2 ctice to remove 5 barge portion of the
f’:*;‘:sxl;x ::st:ep:et an e'ephant, < 4f she should::af: t;)
make trouble, she wiy be 2 pood deql less danpern
he would bell[ shaetni ¢ .

: ) P N v oul

{;';xx'slsb:réﬁﬁs:uer knees and  take hep tusks off aboyt
2 taches o her cheeks w1t 2 hack ey There 15 no
Tty a0 the elephants don ¢ seem to mund the cqp

e boys

1o buy a gpgg male clephant, pick
Ceor for, of 0ar better females ang P them off four
1Om the circeyg Eounds tn 7 1 e e

g pen by tiemselyee 1

€3 sath th, to ta) . -
from Pg reg U by peppla by
unds, by =utumobﬂu~l:&k 309¢ 1 the w, d as 3t
el thny 4 Y Might stand 3 Pretty pooqg chanee of
oduarg ¥eatyy oﬂspnng I« would be 5 famons
T anthy unty and'q thunk the Publ oty value to
" Orus woplg be iMimenee
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I Iephint men are among the busiest of animal men, be
cause thar charges are probably the only ones in captwit
that need mamcuring Llephants have all lands of troubl
with thar fect Their pads get sorc, they become mfected
they have the same hind of cuticle trouble human bongy
do, only worse An clcphant man's spare time 35 usuall
spent worhing on cuticles, panng tot nails, pohshing, b
bing with antiscptic, and, if the elephant act 15 gong ¥
bclc;chcmcly fancy that year, actually applying fingernai
polish .

Our clephants have to walk on concrete going to and
from the lots We have found that it 1s sather hard of
therr feet ‘To avoud scnous trouble, we examine cach ele
phnt’s feet every day We look for cracks, breaks, an
shight infections, and treatment begins at once before the
ammal becomes lame This 15 good for the animal nd we
h}\c found that the time spent 15 decidedly worth 0w
while

Sometimes our elephant charges turn up with new, ut
Lnown discases Ihad a phone call recently from an aniu
man m St Lows He had 1 traincd clephant act and ont
of the clephants had developed a rather prominent swel
g under the belly over n area of perhaps two and a half
or three feet Te had asked a couple of local vetennanant
but they were pretty much m the dark because there »
nothing 1 horses that corresponds to 1t 1 had run acros
a mmmnot case only once m the aircus but 1 told Ium t¢
apply hot towels, to heep the ammal s belly cased i ho!
packs, licld on with a shng and to heep constantly wettng
them 1 also suggested that he give her streptomyein daly
for fie days As far as I could guess, 1t was a toxie condt
tion caused by an infection somewhere m the elephant$
system and 3t w1s collecting under the skin ot the Jowes!

ortion of the ammal's body T doubted very much (f it
was an mfection of that mmedate arca, or that st was
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. sezxous fechon anywhere clse The taner keated the
2 a5 1 suzpested and checled with me by phene
vty dav Witha two weeks lus elephaat was all nght
4 the alment never recurted

Pabienlarly 2 they gron older, elephants are likel to
fer from paralyzed trunk. A <ort of creeping paralys.s
x* over this wital part, 2nd although the anmnal can
sove 1t the trunk does not have ats usm] fexibility nor
‘263 1t have ats normal strength An elephant with pama
I;z¢d truak can feed humself pretty well, but mstead of
berg able to trunk up and drop his food mte bis mouth,
be has 1o toss hus head and catch his meal m mud i

The mmor aflments c21 usually be put mto the hands
of the el~phant boys, a5 for instance when therr skans get
<57 and have to be oiled Onee the proper oil has been
£T1 to the boy, he can rub it i as well or better than I,
Jberauce he s there all the time and the amumal Jnows hum
. Elephants bite each other s tils, partly out of nervous
{aess and partly because that s the wav elephants are. The
lafls get wfected at the bitten part and they have to be
‘E?;('d‘m'\h!:\‘ﬂﬂ) \mh_hgk packs and sulfa and other

1 2 hurt
" - afe, and
) a good,
Irrtotmrmackabm £ae €00 L &, 4 v 1o
ey .
TP .
¥ . .
faz.
e .
el Y N

. -

“gpel vmlb, doparenth, she calmed the patient while 1
:":‘:& hcr‘l e, W Lume, quite attached to Ruth,

i sheas il my o ef assistant 1n my clephant work
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I always semember how 1 Jeamed about elepham
from Jenny, but anymal mea agree that clephants on the
N ’ * 'y when the mght
that they and the

1 hittle while

CHAPTER V  We Don’t Shoot Them
Any More

T tur monszs T hnow they ae exartble and have to
watched carefully and T will admt they aren ¢ s smart 2
some of the other animals They get mjured casily an
don t take care of themselses too well But ] bhe them

it may be thit myv accumuhtion of knowledge abov
them does things for my ego 1don t know what the reaso’
15 It doesnt make any difference When I am workmt
with horses no matter how hard the work or how lom
the hours, I am contented

T like horses T know how they 1ct and why 1 think |
Lnow what goes on m ther heads 1 know how to tell ¢
horse what T am thinking 1nd 1 hnow how to figurc ol
what ke 1s thunking T have taught horses practically every
thing you can teach a horse, and I have learned a Jot from
them too

A horse can be the most beautsfal animal in the world
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dhe s hulthy and wellareq for He can be a good com
Famon for the long pull, or g means of escape 1 5 erisis
Horses can SIVE YOU of ryyp You, hurt yoy or Protect you
<Y Suzpass 4] other animals 1 the,r ability to respond

© humap attention 1 Jjpe them
g my firet weels 1y Sarasota 1 was lonesome.
Tesome for my horse, 5 mare nameq Benny v She was
= tolt when | Last gy, her in Kcm‘x]lc, the fifth genera
Hon of 3 e O%ned by my father ever sinece hus Marnage

fist

were
to Tising 4mily ang 3 W35 2 pretty happy feel
8 Horsey €Qn do thyy t0a map

meness both

to limp Sy mueh and the groom
h ught the infection wag dx:uumg But for
3 forison Tdidn ¢ Iike the took of ;¢ Ithag lung on
2lomg

0" tvaop Hree 455, vt ..
el o or pat.”
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sery hard to examine because, althounght Lindy was a gen
tle horse normally and never caused any trouble, the me
ute I went near his bad leg he would stuke out i al
directions with what seemed like all four fect at ont

On ths day, as on most others, I had more thiags to &
than there was time for I was always bewng forced to pul
off a lot of routine work for some emergency By the after
noon, everything scemed to be under control and thcrf‘
was nothing pressing for attention, so 1 gave Lindy a loc!
anesthetic much aganst his wall and opened up the m
fection I took out a piece of stick about twoanda alf
wmches long and about three quarters of an mnch m &
ameter It had apparently run up at an angle 1 his lg
above the knee No one saw 1t happen and there had been
only the smallest wound I don’t know how long 1t had
been there, but 1t was casy to see why the mfection hadnt
cleared

About a week hiter, T was a hittle puzzled to find that this
same infection was shill draiming 1t was just as though noth
mg had been done to 1t This time I was senously worred,
50 I immediately went for my equipment T got three of
the better grooms to lielp me, we lad the horse down an
1 1njected a shot of anesthetic that put him completely to
sleep Ihad decided to open theleg Iwentinto the wound
the way [ had before, but this time I continued cuttng
This time, 1 found that the area continued clear on
through to the other side of the leg Before I finished, [
pulled out another piece of stick some sic inches Jong
Appatently Lindy had rubbed agunst something or find
fallen, thus sphnter went almost directly upward 1n on¢
side of the leg and almost out the other side

After this, I kept lus leg packed for a few dags and it
Tiealed beautifully There was not the shghtest suggestion
of a imp and this pleased me, because for 1 performing
horse 1t 1sn’t enough to make hum well from an economic
standpoint, you must make nm well enough to perform,
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t woulda't PIY to have 3 horse o which thonsands of
Yoliars by ‘hgen

e spent for tmmng ang be able to use
L ealy for bauking 3 fiogy He must go back 1ato hus act,

e of they 8reat number ang their preat value, are 3
otnual source of trouble,

\ Theway T3 NEW 10ubine yras working out, T wag spend
3 about half my bime wath the horses Coming out to
first make Iy rounds of the
eXRMne any” apyma) that |
%y 2u1mal that hag Tequired
0

1 Inoyld go through the Menagene, the elephant
kenal the Outdoor m Zene cages tha monkey house, the
fower ol ang eng 5P with the cap by,
50 I was qalleq COntinually g1) day and frcqucnﬂy at
3 mals that

i tequire treapyng_

Dethima tha POssibly could gym ly be s?cpt Off It was

eHer thap 4 but 1t 'y 2 hectic 1ng tmeconsymyg

Tuvnhermorc, was syl sperding 3 Jot of time tallyn to

ople talkang €1ze boys, tailine to the p,

Msng 1o Teamn a5 much aboqy € Creus g5 gyl as]

;x]x:xhgiﬂl;uuld, 50 that T woplan be bothereq with the
1Y of trmp,

o il’xd. il o :31&1 ‘r!outmc when we Wenton he

my
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My hospital was coming along fine The managemen
ordered anything I wanted i the way of medicme am
cquipment I had had new shelves put i, and now oo
pr:de m my small and unpretentious but efficent htth
setup

So much of my time was spent with the horses becaust
1t was a surc bet that once they started travelng then
would be illnesses, accidents, fights and other mishaps
wanted to become so well acquamted with each indindul
horse that there would be no chance of anything progres
g when I could nip 1t 1n the bud I had to operate on th:
theory of the old time fanuly physican who perhaps ketw
more about lus patients than he did about medicme
rather than the newer type of doctor who knows mox
about medicine than he does about his patients

One mormng, shortly after a very early breakfast, Jery
a beautiful, brg winte bareback horse, was brought mto tht
indoor traming nng for rehearsal Jerry was the Numbet
One horse 1n a horse to-horse tnck The two horses can
tered around the ning, one mmmediately behind the othet
While they ran, an acrobat standng on Jerry's back, would
jump mnto the air do a backward somersault and land 0
the back of the Number Two howse This was a rathe
spectacular act and a very difficult one to do Jerry was?
good horse and he had been doing this routine for'a nunmr
ber of years .

oo - " was aloud commotion
1 past the door 'I’m{. 3
tl me runming out calling

1 ran m to find Jerry down on the ground He had
stepped on the ning curb and broken his leg Al bareback
horses are tramed to follow the nng curb around I have
scldom known onc to step on 1t Onc quick lool at lum
and 1 found that the break was nght above the hoof

Leaving tum where he was I ran for my emergency kit,



We Don't Shoot Them Ay More t:x

vertl assistants ang Iwent to work on bim to set the

vk?:,l;:‘nma:mm the breqk wis, there wag very Little ﬂu};
4 1 eglg st at by touch 1 prepared some plaster ¢

s 22d made o ast, We walked Jerry back o three Jegs
' Rsstalt, where he immeduately Iy down

Y %25 2 % onert DPatient ang thag 15 what saved hys
¢ For the weeks he speg

J m, been
R 9t even before e Eot on the toad, Tom
oved L'u:lxsfactnry D 14¥)

*th both hind feet for
ad of 4, Num)

© There wagyy much |
2 do gy horse XD 4D a5 Byg pam a
e aqg ke cavg of the fleshy ®ound His ead hegleg
*th g 3TY obvigy, S aid 1t Tor ghoy we
H237ed ¢, cover 3t th g g5 T flowe-, but thyy
e ol Zshy 1 arother woy He would p or,
2 behing ther horye So trineg
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Number One horse to replace Tom, and 2 0€W Nozb
Two horse had to be broken fn to worl. with him.

Frequently, when a horse is sick he gets what is knc¥
as azoturia. In the old days, we used to call that “Monk2
morning sickness.” It comes of a horse lying 2round
Sunday, eating as much as he does when working, Statte
to wnrl A RAa- T N T S
1 . e
m . "t
b . . . .ot )
forced to move; he stands a good chance of ruptunn
muscle or some internal organ.

When azotuna does come on, although we make m’
attempt to heep it down by cutting the feed when b
animals aren’t working, I always give them an injection
something to relax them, and then a calcium glucon
injection Yo restore therr strength, They ar¢ neyally 4

right within 1 anenl-~ct
of t"+ i A L

£au .

1 ot o R " L n
g jus entire leg 1 a metal sphint. The sphot, which

Young built out of alummum, was so made that it ftt
fim up atound bis hup and cxtended down a couple |
inches below his hoof We bored a hole through his he
and bolted that to the sphnt It was ke 2 permant
crutch, and that Shetland could actually walk while t!
break was healing because s weight was on his bot
rather than on his feg. That 1s now a common treatmet
for fractures for a number of four legged animals. Not
long ago, these same amimals would have been shot,

T was learning new things even about horses during thes
first four months i winter quarters. Things were happer
ing so fast, I often didn’t dare wart until somebods calle
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N .
eil, wh.ch was openung day 1n New York, rehearsals were
mmeasing i fr:qﬁcenncy and smtepsity and there was an
tzeasmg number of the hitle acodents that always hap-
2 when anmals get together
What }leamed about horses was the sesult of having so
any ko-ses domg s0 many different tungs m one place, 3t
22 tune. I developed routime treatments for every fore-
rable contmgency because only with a well worked-out
mi.re would st be possible to handle all of the ammals
a the r00d
Take the routrme of anesthetmng 2 horee, for emample 1
&et pne hum Nembutal because 1t muakes horses tosg
round a good deal while they are corung out of it 1t 1t
vy dergrvey A o hase g ot aoned S nd
wit bomselt too eastly A chloral hydrate anesthesia 1y
an '} preferable 1 don't always anestbetize completely,
»2 vven a small amount of chloral hydrate tales the ight
e of them and removes practically all the pan While
lo.ng 3 thorough anternal operation, I simply use a hige
do-2 of chloral hisdrate
Duang this penod at was necessany to castrate a number
of Lorses 1 have never Jiked to castrate horses withayg
£l teasen bt thore ate hmes when 3 male 15 men
and 100 bard to handic unless he 15 castrated Our expen
eace hay been that geldings, or castrated males, make by
£31 e best pectormers w the nng Studs, although some.
tres good are likely to be too etatable and unrehable
They 31¢ the biters and kickers Mares ase good exchpy
shen Yhey are in heat then thev, too become exiremicy
Siildard ave Fkelv to b te and kick, But a welltramed goid
wg.m the lone i s the best nerdorming horse. Whethe;
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Number One horse to replace Tom, and a new Numbt
Two horse had to be broken in to work with im

Frequently, when a horse is sick he gets what 1s knowt
as azotura In the old days, we used to call that “Monds)
morming sichness ™ It comes of a horse lymg around all &2
Sunday, eating as much as he does when ‘\m{hng Stamnl‘g
L .

1" 'R Ll - . - - -

bling The danger comes if he tnes too hard or 1 net
forced to move, he stands a good chance of ruptunng i
muscle or some intemal organ.

When azotuna does come on, although we make even
attempt to Leep 1t down by cutting the feed when thi
ammals aren’t working, I always gne them an mjection 0
something to relax them, and then a calcfum glucon2h
jectian to restore therr strength, They are usually al
nght withmn a couple of hours ,

T haven't had many bone breals, luckily. Although mes!
of them can now be treated, the constant traveling maket
for comphcations

Thete was 2 whte Shetland I treated 1n Shreseport Tht
pony broke s leg rather high up, which required put
ting his enture leg m a metal sphint The sphat, which Dt
Young built out of aluminum, was so made that it fitted
Iim up around Ius hip and extended down a couple of
wnches below his hoof We bored a hole through his hool
and bolted that to the sphnt It was hke a permantn!
crutch, and that Shetland could actually walk while the
break was healing because his weight was on lus body
rather than on his leg That 1s now a common treatment
for fractures for 2 number of four legged anmmals Not s0
lnne aen these same ammals would have been shat
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2, Aatinz 2 cnsis was paly 1hvihing 3 cnsis My seven
wadsed anmal, all needed stteobion every day Out of
ot bondved ammsls, just 11 the ordinary conrse of
vezts, 1t wasn ¢ hard to Sgurse the wodence of sickness
=d 2odents As we drew closer and closer to the Brtof
t-1f wh.ch was opemng day = New York, rehearsals wese
2 @ frequency ud mtcosity and there was an
ntteawog noumber of the hittle acadents that 2lways hap
b when anumals et together
What 1 Jeamed sbout horses was the resalt of havng so
wu  koves domng $0 many different things 1 one place, at
eie tizme. 1 eveloped routive trestments for every fores
"' % wzeacy because onh with 2 well worked-out
tost.oe would 1t be possible to handle all of the amomls
Ya the rad
" Take the routine of aresthetizng a horse, for example 1
Frver gove bim Nembutal because 1t males horses toss
%'ourd 2 pood deal whle thes are comng out of it Tt1s
Sermit's danzeroos for a howse to thrash around He can
bar homself too easily A chloral hydrate anesthesu i
tmuk preferab's 1 dont alwars anesthetze completely,
Y * even 2 sma't amount of chiloml hndrate takes the foht
’:L‘ of ml;m znc;x temoves practically ;ll lhc] pan While
0.7 3 thoroush 1n*erml operato 5 1n; ase 2 harge
» €o¢'c? chlomal hsdrate pere. i i
Doy thes pendd 1 was vecesary to castate 3 number
» & besss, 1 have neve Lked to castrote homses withoat
#69d rmson but thee gt tmes when 3 ma's 1 men
5353 199 havd 1o hund'e ualess he 1s castrated Ouwr
s mtt\hzx been that geldings, of castrated males make by
- 2 best prrtorrom 1 the nng. Stads, Pthorzh some-
¢ 4n prod, 2e kel to be too exatable and ynrelnble
T.E_y 33 th" blers and klers Mares are good excent
aptn 5 a7 11 heat then they too become estremely
Fatiada ~ e tob e and K.k Butawell tumed geld
Taibeben e o ihe best pedormung horse. Whether
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the circus learned this from the Westem cow boys I don!
lnow But I do know that cow boys will almost never ndt
a mare, although for different reasons They almost always
to my knowledge, nde geldings

Arthur Konyot, who was traimng the Liberty Act, came
over fo see me one day and complamed of a horse, a vey
bright horse and a very good performer, but a very mesa
ammal I exammed him and found somethmg that o
finds only occasionally in horses he had only one teshele
1t was up m lis abdomen and had never dropped It hsd
to be brought down by means of what 15 known a5
ndgeling operation

I anesthetized lum completely, tied him up, and cut?
hole m the region of the grom I got my hand m through
the hole and poked around mside until I found the testic®
and, with an mstrument, removed 1t

This horse was all nght withm a very few weeks and
every trace of stubbormnness left lum I made the groom
walk himn three or four miles a day while he was rccovenng
for I have found that this continued forced exercising of 2
horse while he 15 recovenng from an operation 15 prob!
the best post-operative treatment you can give him (Fom
nyy reading lately, I gather that medical doctors are findirs
that sery much the same thung holds true for hum
patients )

"There are also some of our horses whom one might 1!
ncurotic There 1s never a year that I don’t have one or tw?
that are ventable babies about the shightest illness Th*
stnallest touch of colic will make them thrash around and
Lack and roll in their stalls unless somebody gives them 3
Little attention Then they will calm down and happily take
their medicine But the mmute they are left alone, they
start thrashing around again |

This thrashing around 1s so dangerous, espeenally of 1
horse 15 cohcky that Tused to do almost anythuing to avord
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1L And then ong g, » 1 found a tregtmeny that has worlec

* b::u‘mh! va;zcr smg; The medicine I grye horses for eolic
Baveny shap burnmng muxtyre Tt 15 usnally fed to them

312 3 cipsule 50 that they don t tyste tt One dav, while

t¥sating one of these hvpochondmu Yook a little of thus
medene out of the capsule, put 1t 1n 4 dose synnge, and
‘Copped it 1 his mouth g tossed tus head He pokeq Tus
{ozme

d also Orzotten aboyt g ilness He slept
quctly for the Test of the dy
€ of our genlesy horses are ameng our worsp pa
L2 Welave s httle bay hackney named Sally 2 beagty
L borse, She usually never cagges %) trouble “and peyer
Eghts wyth the other horgeg But the mupgy
togne hey any knd of medieme yn ghe mouth “she reary
U and pagy with her front feet She could eanly ki a
2meless attendany
T horses gee temperamentyl because they perform
ey are 38avs keyed Up tense, ang LTy nenous when
hevare beng s3ddled to £0 %o the aet ‘ang they are g]
% very el niaht after IS 15 partly due 1o therr
und that high
€S make mych better por
entle ho;

T 10 be separateq from
ulady g8 5 3 charactenstg that man; Peaple, par
v those

oy with Dttle SXpenence, attribyte

y I lwn e f
ST partioy] 10y true of anv
T 3nrny), but | knoy, there 20 horse €ouples thyy tant
3 N2 separated
I St wehag t0 Amency sxddle ho
Alret gy Bell topether L
Shensg f st o

one

"ses that
to fight ay the ime
" aken oyt ¥ saddleq Obviousty
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to go to worl, 1t didn't affect the other Butif it wasta
out for any other reason, such as to go to the blacksn

would neigh and whinny and breal. out into a sweat :
thrash around unt] 1, t00, had to be taken away
After watching this for 2 while, I gave orders that wh
ever one horse had to be taken anywhere, they both sho
80 together After that, we had no more trouble
We had two beautiful white Liberty horses, Ackm
and Alle They were mates, but we noticed no particu
attachment, though we knew that they never fought a1
had becn stablemates for along ime One mght, Ackm:
died of a twisted intestime Alle carned on m a way th
I have never seen any other ammal do She whinmed co
tnually She refused to eat and she refused to sleep W
loctored her, we tried her with new mates, we tned
*hange of scene, we tempted her with every possible fooc
ve did everything i the way of medication and psycholog
0 mncrease her appetite but she simply wasted away With

2 two months she died of what can only be described as:
roken heart

There are pests too, of course We are seldom troubled
ith the dreaded botfly—yw huch, throughout the South and
outhwest, 15 the bane of a farmer s existence It lays its

tch for evidence of botfly eggs on horses” legs, and sim
»mop them off with kerosene The circus has one groom
every three horses, wiuch gives a chance for the kind
xare that almost no farmer can afford !
“very time a new horse arnves, he 1s wormed mmed; .
y I'don’t worm our horses every year because 5t hasn't
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2 necessary But 1 da see that every borse 1s wormed at
oate m three years

tronplus equious~a bittle roundworm that sucks an

wnls blood~wormes farmers, and ®e watch carefully

szns of it o breat

We i have 2 number of cases of quartercrack among
rhones Thus mesns the hoot starts to crack up top, 2t
= £eshy it A wound develops there, gn tnfection sefs
, and the hoof erack would, +f 1t weren't stopped, cont
1e 31t the wav down the hoof till the horse was permuk:
atly lame, We watch for this because it 1s common and

<oom 25 We see any sign, we take the horse over to our
3%emth shop and have hus shoes specaally made to stop
i zilment and 2liow heahing

etimes 2 horse bas fa be put away Sometimes he 1

'd 2d s1ck, Sometimes be 15 badly wounded Sometimes
b3t a0 tncurable break or an wcurable disease When
mgs Jle this happen, we don't oy about the techm
hties We destroy the ammal, and we know, and every
Ud).'gsc hm‘n, that this 15 a "mercy killng, * that there
o tones, | osually miect the ammal with stoychawne
stuesno feehing until the sty chone huts the heart, then
lhf anmil dies instantaneqwss We buy ham o a big
£ we keep a5 our anumal cemeterv at the far end of our
w'es quarters
. z:hﬁc 45 an allment among horses called founder or lamy

192 e tne foot -\l, usual expenence has b;cn that
\vu*ld;u\!m xesponds to treztment ammediateh, or it
‘;?_»h h,‘i‘i‘_‘ﬁ_f".‘??‘?".’?'ﬁ at all and the horse 15 10 5o

oved In this disease, the sole
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of the foot drops down below the wall of the hoof
causes excructating pain

1 had two cases of founder dunng my first wecks m
the show One was a bareback horse The cure was so co
plete and so rapid that he was back mn the act withia
week The other was a high school hose A hxg}x scbg
N v SN s Py

lanewr
ke

bowing, waving a flag, or walking up and shaking ha~
with the band leader There 15, of course, perfect directio
from the nder Horses Tike thus take two to three years¢
contmual expert training 1n order to be good performet
‘The tramners, themselves, usually take a hfetime of tr
g In almost every case I can think of, they have com
from famulies of lngh school nders and Ingh school trit
ers Probably the most famous example n recent yex
1s the great Konyot who was with the arcus when I jome
1t and remamed for several years after that It was o2
of Ins horses that came down with founder, and 1t scem&
mmpossible that any cure could be complete enough t
allow him to go back into the act Because such hone
have to maneuver almost the way a human bemng dott
they have to be able to do things that one has no ngh!
to expect even a well horse to do.
However, I would try
Tinjected about a pint of normal saline solution nto the
horse’s vein every three or four days 1 also gave him normal
horse serumn every day, dosed hum wath alum mtmtt
every four hours and kept his front feet wrapped m cold
compresses As soon as he showed improvement I stopped
the alum mitrate but continued the other treatment In2
few weeks he was back in the act without a trace of hmp‘

IWhen we were ready to go on tour, 1t was a safe bet that
these horse troubles were just begmmmng, but tlis phase
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o wor'k womied me 1h= Jeast. There 15 abvays a great
ot ¢f bt hioa to be earned by canng for borges, and

e et the helped d~vclop the seliconSdence 1
=3 fo work m other anxmal degartrrents To put a new
\L¥ ta a f2moes remark 1 YAe horses 1 am ghad ke
2 Beczoee if 1 dida t 1ke thyem, T wouldn t be around
s, a0d § ke bang arvond them.

CHAPTER VI Traumng the Big Cats

Tl\tﬂ,\c Wi astirars bas nothirg 3t all to do with w
" ermahsctennary med ongin geoeral and have no de
e tabeceme a fruner §huve never tmned 3 wild ames
 pefomn, 4. bouh 1 hane rassed two of them Howene
+ 163 ¢r cop 2 vere read wtersst m s profession, ot 2t
L6, my £t weeks voth the twens, because of the &
,E‘f”ou < E-u tes of the job and because of my fnen
=l w1k the tarers who wo bed with the show
~ Ulamd 2 rood dend aboust the b.g tats from Alfr
s S 31¢ even nore fiom Damoo Dhate. Damo
z®" £ approa b 4o ar mal pamurg i unasual Hanog
FY L g el as 2 very altert mund he bas steds
+ A2 3~k boh a5 species and 25 indmdoals Dam
B F me e v of what 1 know about traaung ents
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A tramer’s 10b takes a combination of physical aght
mental alertness, and courage It 15 naturally dangeror
The tramers who Ine long are those who remember th
a wild ammal 1s never, never tamed, but only trann
Damoo has told me tune and time agam that whesay
a trainer gets hurt, 1t 15 always the traner’s fault—and th
1s not the boasting of a smug man who has happened t
be lucky Damoo has been badly hurt and he has beeas
danger of death What he means 1s that 1t 15 bad to &
come overconfident, to forget that the animals are St
wild, stll savage, and always on the borderhne of geths
completely out of control

Damoo’s theoty on traiming a wild ammal 1s similar b
says, to that of tramng a child * The first step,” he sy
“15 to remove the ammal's fear An ammal 15 msbncmc‘lr‘
afr:ui of a stranger, and because he 15 afraid, he v
attack ™

Damoo spends countless hours 1n front of a cage cov
' YT 1o -ihecage Hetlksto
' ' with Ius voice He

oo v n the tip of a long

pole Lientually, sometumes after weeks, the ammal stop
flyng into a panic when Damoo approaches

‘When he has an ammal at that pomt, he takes him mt?
the traming cage, malung sure that there are ropes arous
the animal and that those ropes are held taut by boyt
outside the cage Then he plays with him, meanwhil
domng everything possible to mspire the amimals cox
fidence he assures the ammal that he 15 not going to b
hurt, he talks to him, he feeds him, and eventually k¢
returns him to his cage

When the ammal has become thoroughly fnendly
Damoo starts teaching him simple tncks With the ad
of the boys holding the ropes, Damoo gives hm the
signal for Tus sithng on the pedestal He shows lum what
15 expected of lum and rewards lem wath a prece of meat

-
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»en e obeys After several sessions wath the guide Tope
4 the meat, the animal begims to recognize Damoo's
mal and, every time he hears 1t, he goes toward the
it e M " .

Thas s, pethaps, an oversimplification of the wild animal
e e T A M M

N

sthet be will push or prod him and let hum know where

he wamte buve ba mm
- . . +  whip

. ° f opular
beuet, seldom are ammals beaten by a triner. It stands
fo reason, if 2 trainer wants an animal to lose his fear, he
& hardly Tkely to beat Tum up every hme he comes in
. . . v

PN
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chald 1s beaten mto submssion at every pomt, he wll.
no tespect but he wall have fear and a grodze He
wait for the chance to tum on s pareats sad if e v
tum on them, he will tum on someone else. He, 15
headed for gangsterdom In ammals, too,” he 3% "ﬁ
must be both fear and respect He 18 pumshed onlr 2
domg wrong and he must know why he 1s baing pusisy

each time. He must be rewarded for being good 20 ¥
DIEY LI B Jana n ol

mstant ” 3
Damoo humself, though he has been attacked 23u2™
agan, only severely hits an ammal when there 153 ‘:
fght and real danger, when the choee 15 between bt
the amimal and being hurt
Damoo goes into the cage with fve spotted 1:097'35‘
110 pumas, two black jaguars, and hvo blach panthers C2
of the panthers still attacks hum at the shghtest provod
tion I have seen Damoo time and again ayord the ansmtt
claw by less than an mch ,
I watched Damoo tram Negus—the 170pound bisl
wamr who once 1lmost lilled him—to be cartted 3‘“;“';
H N -
tnck, chmbing up to the top ot a pyramia wun v
ammals By ropmg lum and feeding hm, Damoo findl
got him to the point where he would stand on the twt
stools, his forelegs on one and his hind legs on the otha
When the joguar did this Damoo sould rew ard hum wit
a picce of meat held out on the pointed end of a stick
After several days of feeding lum 1 this manner, tht
tramer would pat him on the back to get him used to br
touch Then he went one step further he put Jus arm
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P2 Necr by 1 d exerteq TESS2'e 01 hs belly wth
Egmﬁbﬁm;nm was kg et Negus used 1o that
foreze Be woulq ] when Damoo put hyg neck under
o by Wt by,

Y33 the firt fuge of th, Negus was fnshteneq
=% Loy oat at i)ﬁjz-xoo 20d they
ut

ke heroes of these trpery by
Tama w hych 1S mherenp 211 pro-

he puble mingd the 2mount of
u dc-sf.mdm; t oS mto tram

{ these 3"Cusitions
7 03¢ moment gy would req) 7o
eed 1o shagh g1, 0 anml, py

3
mfih-\rhpu:ve forang
3Ka wogly Bardie e o4 00th ang ablemished g 4
2ty g Every erer of

the whp i 5 Sue m the gt
2d 3 gy 2 be 1 senpns
3 of Recunty hyg myht baoz to

tv::z'mvto'wd move,
P fom the for, o
L3

3279 Dimog tamed black Panther to gy k
B fart of g 3t Atacerty 752l the 2 vy
124 Dymyy a~d, g Danog ol shery backwarg from
tepg ony Bou'd degy 2ng shish out s hum wtp her
3 Tene gy 2320, Lhye 5T€0 th= papther S2itch the
ST om g0y Dimoo s Lsoclm:to bim d g
ced \
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successful with this tand of tnck beeanse he himelf
even guicher and has perfect physical control He sot
how always managed to heep an mch of two &
Menaka’s reach
When Damoo went mto the ammy, another traper
over the act The new truner was avery competent, Y
mtelhgent woman The first tume she preformed ths
with the panther everything went well unl the powt
which she wanted the animal to stop leaping and g0
to her pedestal Damoo had accomplished this by stOFF
1n Ius tracks and thrusting his head out at Menakt 1
woman traner was not entwely famiher with Me
and wasn t quite sure of her Instead of stoppng abso't
Iy sull probably afraid that the ammal might try anot
Jeap, she took still another step back But thns w1s €5
the wrong thing to do Menaka hnew this as the cu2
jump and she mauled her badky
In a mixed group all the natural jungle cnemies aR
pected not only to ut quictly as neighbors, but actuallv
come 1 close contact with each other dunng many of t
tricks A mixed group truner has to be good but even
15 sometimes attacked <o complete absence of fear ont
part of these trainers 1s sometlung that neser fails to 2
me
For myself Tcuit clum to he thoroughh unconcer
when worling on a wild 1mmal On the occasions when
was necessary to work «n an ammal that was not
straned ind not unconscius T have had a strange fe
g the pit of my stomach wd the symptoms of w'
mght be water an the bnce Bt the trumers dare not’
afrd Tnrare ey e whe  th tryner has had reason
become so he usaall b fo dat espedient to change!
profession
Damoo 1s thoroughh 1w ire of alt the dnzers but at t!
same time he has the hind of confidence in Inmself th
makes hum feel master of whatever emergency anses A



Trumeg the Big Cats YH
Zout had the same ronfidente, He Dved to rehe
“taven who hne been w the busness for many
apect to reach a npe o'd aze, Manv are sure that, i
d~r b, 1t will be becanse of a littls bug rather than a
azzal,

1200 hay 3 beankiful spe‘!ed|1»operd nameq Sonju‘
DER T ) .y v W - -

1¥ed Damoo once whether, despite the fact fhat be
[ S T N

¥ous o~ exeated, and he knows that he cannot trust

Hom, then” 1 asked bum, “do you protect yourself

o0 ver do thys tock?

I vea wi'l watch me carefalls ™ sard Dameo, “you wall

s Lat some days, on the days when Sonva 18 upset.

DRoM Mt rhn A Ve b m e LAY g1 v
.o . -

1 tha? makes vour blood run cold or bring duck bumps
! 3ur shn vou wese not bora to be an ammal tranes
at 13 the stuff of which successul cat trawners ate made
€1 bef eve

what they have can be developed We are
"3~ that wav, oz we are not

.’Ca‘ trzrung 18 such a fascmaving ant 1 onever muss a
F30¢e by watch one of the trainers working Ius amimaly,
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successtul with lus hind of tack because he himelt
even quicher and has perfect physieal control He s?mr
how always managed to keep sn wech or two
Menaka's reach

When Damoo went mto the army, another tranc t“‘
over the act The new traner was g very competent, i 4
wtelligent woman The fist time she preformed ths t:m]
wath the panther everything went well until the Pm‘;
which she wanted the numal to stop leapng and 80 i

to her pedessa? T s .
m s tra
woman t

stapprag Abso®

and wasn’t quite sure of her Instead of .
Iy still, probably afrmid that the animal mught Y °“°‘”2;
Jeap, she took shil another step back But this was 0%
the wrong thing to do Menaka knew this 25 the cue
jump and she mauled her badly

In a yxed group, 2l the natural jungle encmies a{led“
pected not only to sit quietly as neighbors, bot actuls !
come m close contact with each other dunng Mmany of
tricks A mixed group tramer has to be good, but aen®
35 sometimes attacked so complete absence of fear ontd
patt of these tramners 15 something that never fails to ams?

me ,

Tor myself, 1 can’t clasm to be thoroughly unconcers
when working on a wild ammal On the cccasions whes
was necessary to work on an amumal that nas notf
stramned and not wnconscious I have had a s\mngc(
ag m the pit of my stomach wmd the symptoms of wh
might be water on the knee Bat the tratners dare not
aftad In rrre cases where the tramer has fad resson ¢
beeome s0, he vsually has found 1t expedient to change b
profession

Damoo 1s thoroughly awarc of all the danpers bat ot th
same time he hos the land of confidence 1 hoensel! tha
makes hm feel master of whatever emergency amses A
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whether 1t 1s runming through an old act or breaking tt
for new tricks Since some of the best tramers in the wt
have worked and do work with the show, I have ha
chance to study them all at close range
There are two kinds of amimal men There 15 2 %¢
of difference between them, although the public usw
15 unaware of any dishnction The first group are the !
tramers They take raw amimals out of the jungle, br
them, teach them tricks, and perform with them Th
are the men Jike Court, Dhotre, Proske, Clemens, Math{
and a few others Then there are the men who perfe:
with ammals already broken and tramed They SlmP’Y‘
Pcat a given set of signals 1 order to make the anu
petform One of the most famous of all Amencan “tra
ess” belonged to this group He even went so far 25
employ 2 man to tran hus animals for lim The Hage
beck Zoo m Germany has for many years tramed entire ac
and then sold them to “tramers” who were actually m¢
performers
It s an interesting fact that most cat tramers prefer t
work with jungle rarsed ammals rather than wath bottlefe
anumals The reason they give 1s that pet bottle fed ammal
ate pampered when they are babies and are seldom pur
1shed By the time they get big enough to be dangerous, 1
15 too late to start punishing them They are so complete
unafraid that even hitting them Tightly, which s enoug!
to bnng a young wild amimal under contro), will onl
make them savage and bnang on an attack Tramers fee
if they, themselves, rused an animal on a bottle, they
would be sure to start diserplining 5t early so the amnul
would respect them and would respect therr orders at a
later date But sf the ammal had been mmised g5 45 2 pet,
by the time 1t was six or eight months old 3t would be
much more dangerous than a jungle raised animal, be-,
cause 1t would have no fear and would only become btter
f then punished for the first ime
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“There are many legends current about the expenences of
aumal tramers, One popular story which has been at
~uted to any number of tramers 15 about the man who
 once Macked by one of s anamals, one of the other
mals then swng s bfe 1 hne asked a number of
et sbout thus unlikely story and have §?und‘ none of
—_ L m oy an v N .

. >

- - - £
¢ act. Before he got around to replacing tum, the hon
& mght struck out at Damoo, npped tus arm badly, and,

Damoo stepped tack, lunged at lom He knocled
amoo down, and then, Damoo says, another of s hons
hich happened to be directly behind him Jeaped over
5 fallen body and Linded on the attacking hon The
+o Lions started Eghting This gave Damoo a chance ta
wg both ammals nnder control However, he says

16 1% M syndanna thas 1o .

4~ 10 the detnment of the tramer, where the mh‘cr
7 mals beeame excited by the attacking one and all ay
tked the traner When this happens, &:c show has on}
e chower and that 15 to End a yeplacement for b
Lator ot thaan Lok oy, 45 % ¢
;x . N . -. . e -.
3 34 1ucC €3T tmaineTs 0o doubt get a certain satust:
f2m out of thar difficult achies Emcn% But as for mc‘—lz':
Tmng Hng 15 2 moe place to visit but 1d hate to make :

Liman o
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whether 1t 15 runnsng through an old act or breaking thet
for new tncks Stnce some of the best tramers i the worl
have worked and do work with the show, I have had
chance to study them all at close range
There ate two inds of ammal men There 15 2 worl
of difference between them, although the publc ustaall
15 unaware of any distinction The first group are the 1
tramners They take raw ammals out of the jungle, bred
them, teach them tricks, and perform with them Thes
are the men like Court, Dhotre, Proske, Clemens, Mathie:
and a few others Then there are the men who perfor
with ammals already broken and tramed They simply &
peat a given set of signals m order to make the aglmﬂ]
perform One of the most famous of all Amencan “trait
ers” belonged to this group He even went so far as b
employ a man to tram Ins ammals for um The Hager
beck Zoo in Germany has for many years tramed enfre act
and then sold them to “tramers ' who were actually mer
performers
It 15 an anteresting fact that most cat tramers prefer &
work with jungle rassed ammals rather than with bottlefe
ammals The reason they give 1s that pet bottle fed anmal
are pampered when they are babies and are seldom pun
ished By the time they get big enough to be dangerous, }
N * m They are so completel)
n hghtly, which 15 enougt
under control, will ool
make them savage and bung on an attack Traners fee
if they, themselves, raised an ammal on a bottle, they
would be sure to start disciphming 1t early so the amma
would respect them and would respect ther orders at 4
later date But if the amimal had been rmsed as gs 2 pet
by the time 1t was six or eight months old it would be
much more dangerous than a jungle rused amimal, be
cause 1t would have no fear and would only become bitter
Jf then punished for the first ime



This Won't Hyn Much

9

| EPEIECE of thig Ling 4 5choo] wie e 11
gmnse st T

¥

fie .- wves L0 come up wath lions,
elep Ly, and bears

Back 1y my ey Iitizhion Penod, we had ap old lion

med Samba, 1, %3s past his performing days and wgs

g out hyg Years i the m, zetie Never h:mng done
17 dentistry o 5 %ild animy] somehow had the con
5depy feeling 4, ha,

o,

ed me ovor one day, to ask me to watch

1€ Way thy fed Sy would tear of ® prece of
et savagely, and then » and chew, apq chew

oV nish one bute of t T watched um

orawhileang g, Tea] tapparcnﬂy the meat yqg

icking by k m hys molars J¢ uldn’t Possibly stick there

e thoge EIC M yery baq 2pe There wag only

thing 1o 4o check these teeth
We nn S 2 mto

2 Squeeze cape and gave hyy 4
"2l injection Of Nempy, short operatian hle
"L, H

mt in k, g him ase o1 eyght or

o7 taclve hours gn:ellx)lm Just cnou?h Nembuty}
U be ey down ang s pang Were relaxed | op the next
3% of hoyr he could g e 80 harm Ty was al] the
"¢ I needed him yp

¢ Mengene Supenntendeny helped me Put him op
fhopmhng table 4o mine him Ty,
i

1D,
0 away from the tooth,
N extracted The only dx[ﬁmlly



CHAPTER VII This Won’t Hurt Much

My passtonate prsuise of dentistry started in vetennd!
school One day an old Negro farmer brought a horse ovt
to us and offered hum for sale for one dollar Some of ¥
horses that these poor farmers bnng m at the end of It
scason are old, some are very old It had been many j&!
since thus horse had been very old Only once smee e
have Iseen anything so decrepit and that was 2 horse th
a farmer i Ohio tried to sell me as the curcus was passtt
through

OId as this horse was the school bought lum and the
students embarked on a campaign to return hum to healt
1f not to youth I volunteered to take over at his dentistly
because extraction 15 very easy in an old horse and | though!
I would be getting away with something I was

He had two bad tceth 1n the back of Ins mouth [
moved my shirt and went to work with real enthusasm
certam that I remembered all my lessons in dentistry Tht
was an easy job The boys who were assigned to the s
of lus anatomy were really going to have tough gong

Though I established some hind of school record for ¢
tracting two teeth 1 @ mummum length of time, for tht
rest of my years mn vet school, it was impossible to It
down the fact that one of the teeth I pulled happened tc
be the wrong one

Like most Luds, T hated gomng to the denhst—maybg
more than most kads, because I had to go more often than
most A dishke for dentists to re-=t =<+ - * .-

il
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. henznd, such 2 curs As a result, tooth decay
tponenstent w horses

1 ¢ have other tooth tronbles Blmd tooth 15 not
wa Ths a case of two altermate teeth growing
together that the middle tooth has no room to

yxn When it doesn’t it umply grows backwards

5t pushes ats way wpward until 1t causes senous

standard method for treating blind tooth 1 not
[ P

nd it, until you reach the root of the offending
Then, wath a ittle dental punch, you umply knack
sth back anto the month, and then pack the worend
13 always been mteresting to me to note an amumal's
» to [ Take the home—this wound 1 have de-

118 pearly healed, 1 charge the packing and imgate
« would expect that the tissues would be senntive,
1o some extent. Yet 1 can’t recall a single case of
"2 scemmg to mind m the least this dailv changing
lm;.:l:"ld even probing to determine the condition of
Buiad st
trazt ng 3 horse’s tooth becomes eanier as the horse
t6'ler Asa homse ages, us teeth become longer, and
'y do, the Toot becomes shorter Horses frequentlv
1noee teeth These are extremely casy to extract They
s~malle gplt thear teeth, but this, too, causes ¢
‘»:le excent to \h‘: hense . .
-2t . it
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is that the root of 2
about an inch and 2

entire tooth comes out w1
= enlinter of 100t to cause future X

Lion’s tooth extends 1nto the gum fo
half and 1t 1s icklish to mabe sure the
thout breaking off and leavis?
nfection t

+ aeno eyt This 52

ittobenzit
Once Samba awohe, 1 wouwn s« ) Jook at b8
mouth to check 1ts condition each day While \\orkm;[
explamed cach step to the menagene supenntendent ¥ 4]
1t seemed, had never witnessed any but the most Toub

work on any of his amimals and was fascmated by this P'_’q
cedure 1Te ashed questio d 1 found th

ns continuously an

my answers, helped clanfy my OWR thinking, a5 #¢
Iss We took the teeth out and packed the gums « o
few munutes we changed the paching Meanwhile, 1t )
a good chance to study the rest of Samba’s mouth s
this was all pretty new to me, too .
We both must have lost track of the ime That 18 B
only way I can explan 1t Tor, while T was pomlmgt‘
something n the lion’s mouth, his jaws, wiich had
hanging loose under the anesthetic, suddenly snappd
g loose unde ) whiw We both reacted mstant!
we shd lum back
ater, dSambn was :GT *

also dnippa we!
When Samba woke up, he was ou 2 cheagpdrfnl whid
Is the normal result of taking Nembutal as an anesthett

We put lum bach into lus cage, and after stagg

around for a while he lay down and went into a ne
slecp When he awoke he was not only eating normall
but was much healthner and active than he had been !

months

Considenng the troublc they give otherwise Tiorses a:
not too pronc to tooth trouble Ther tecth almost nevt
decay I havea rather obvious theory that 1t 1s because
horse’s tooth 15 a very sold bone formation, not °

e
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%y a8 whea 4 docte-, mal :mnocencs, geotly toathes

G

Doty ks canse eonbmer] tredte. We have found
l:rm';'z to saw oF tueks, bemuse elephants do Boh
{whon 22 elephant £5Bs, the wonld be quite capsble
Bpeizg 38 opponént to shreds with thoee sharp tks
¢ even though the tesk bos been cut of, frequently 2n
shoat o reak what remarrs. The problem then 1 to
£7 2 Jocal agestheny, then pick oot as many frazments
©¢ bk 25 ean be found 1 ordey to prevent mfechion

- "
i} e 1wiate the averaze length of the oot of the
k1 about fteen mehes n?f;n of the tusk at the
7Y eod 15 meah

'y 2 thin a5 an eggshell
Wehad

. 3 Russan bear m an act. One day the trauner
S ks wake stopped me o the path 10 the hotpital to ask
$3atake 2 ook at the bear He was eating pooils, they
e and thete were s of wildness i what was
ot d veny gentle ammal (The “gentle’ was therrs,
T ot Gentleness i somethimg beary ate not nated for
o598, myybe But not hindness y

We'walied mto the cage The truner and his wfe
Tied nght 1y Purposefully, and 1 couldn’t do anythng
= Tollon wathoyt making an 1ssue of it The trner
€ the bears head and Ins wife held the animal s mouth
L Then they looked at me and both assured me 1
™ Wwotk unmolested and safely

P %3 sfnost ke 3 clown toutme [ was more than a
RREE S S Tt i el it WiaiiiVe
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82
watch how he eats and also how he digests Tus food It
bath functions are normal, the chances are that the hores
tecth are all nght

Once a ymr{,; I examme all the horses for rough tecth
B T LT e taete s that therr upper 9023

utside and their lovdt

molars On 11 1sitL Lt jupped pomts ate pamful
the horse chews lus food. The treatment herc 1S \“2;
simple I smply prop lus mouth open with an mstré.lm‘ !
made for the purpose and “foat” lus teeth The Olm
an mstrument which Jooks hke a » ood Tasp, the opﬁﬂ&d
15 simply a matter of filmg the teeth down untl

pomts are dull at

1 have seen dogs with beautiful mlays and ven dcr:
fully designed filungs My own hunch 15 that this 18 u‘
largely for show, or pethaps for practice Ne"“ m m)“
petience has 1t been necessary to £l a dog's tooth .
teeth are esther healthy or they are spht of broken a0
have to be extracted

Although elephants have teeth, they seldom v
trouble An elephant has enormous molars Each tooth!
as big as the palm of a man’s hand 1 had to pull onc ond
but the tooth was very loose Since my hnees were precit
i the same condition, 1t was lucky that some crc:
tugging wath a long handled pair of extractors hifted th
tooth effortlessly I should not relish the job of pullng
tight molar, but thanks to elephant ngenuity and mtell
gence, I very Iikely may be spared an clephant, when st
1s troubled by a tooth, will pull it herself I have watche
the operation and it 1s amazing She puts her head dow
until she can grasp her foot chain 1 her mouth Ther
sorking the chan back to and under the offending toot!
she jerks her head back and knocks the tooth out Somt
tumes she has to try sescral times before the tooth gue
but she heeps trymng There wn't as much erying anc
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1325 when a dozter, w all mnnocence, gently touches
a2y tesks cause centimesl tronble, We have found
e T Y b o stenbanis 3 The

P . - -
e e . . .
~en thoush the tusk bas been cut o, trequenty an
23t %1l break what remamns. The problem ;hmxs\o
Lt U S A P
= 1]

2 the g 3 hollow mli the wall gets thinner and
—t—3 AL} 1 e .

Ay R be b

- 1

b e had 2 Rosuan bear 1a an act. One dav the traner
b5 wafz sopped me 01 the path to the hospital to ask
1o take 2 Jook 3t the bear He was eating poorhy, they
1 :¢, and there wore signs of wildness i what was
T e 3 verv gentle anemal (The “gentle™ was thers,
'Tne Gentleness 1s tomething bears are not noted for
‘F'rere, mavbe, But not kindness.)
We walked mto the caze The tramer and his wafe
Jed nght in purposclully, and 1 couldn't do anything
t f%ow wathout matung an ssue of it The tramer
Ithe hoara hmad gnd b falitian. -
B . .
LI e - -

.- @
wv bl AL ousn | e 0o particutar ambition to

ponn—.
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watch how he cats and also how he digests hus food
both functions are normal, the chances arc that the how
teeth are all nght

Once 2 year, I examime all the horses for rough tect
One thing that happens regularly 15 that thexr upper mols
develop jagged comers on the outside and therr low
molars on the mside These jagged pomts are pamful:
the horse chews his food The treatment here 15 ve

smple I stmp T
made for the ! !
an instrument
15 sumply a matter of filing the teeth down until the
pomts are dull
I have seen dogs with beauhful inlays and very car
fully designed fillings My own hunch 1 that th 1 dor
largely for show, or perhaps for prachoe Never mn m) &
penience has 1t been necessary to fll a dog's tooth H
tecth are esther healthy or they are spht or broken 2n
have to be extracted
Although elephants have tecth, they seldom caw
trouble An elephant has enormous molars Each tooth !
as big as the palm of a man’s hand 1 had to pull one o1ce
but the tooth was very Ioose. Since my knees were preciscl
mn the same condition, 1t was lucky that some crefe
tugging with a long handled pair of extractors hfted tht
tooth effortlessly I should not relish the job of pulling :
tight molar, but thanls to elephant ingenumty and mtellt
gence, I very Iikely may be spared an elephant, when she
15 troubled by a tooth, wall pull 1t berself ] have watched
the operation and 1t 1s amazing She puts her head down
until she can grasp her foot chain 1n her mouth Then
working the chamn back to and under the offending tooth,
she jerhs her head back and knocks the tooth out” Some.
times she has to try several times before the tooth gnes,
but she keeps tryang There 1n't as much enying and
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npmz s whep 2 doctor, m 3l innocence, gently touches
ar

Dlephants’ tusks cause continual trouble, We have found
gm‘nblc to saw off tusks, because elephants do fight,

N ]
cphant ol break what remarns ‘The problemn then is to
sply 2 tocal anesthesia, then pick out as many fragments
1 the tusk s can be found 1n order to prevent infection.

'
ll’xmm the gum 15 hollow and the wall gets thunnes ‘and
bmna as the tusk extends nward Ths structure 1s sunilat
b l\mt of 2 cow's hom My post mortems on several
“t‘t ants mdicate the average length of the root of the
is sbout Ffteen inches. The wall of the tusk at the
rery end 1s nearly a5 thin 33 an egzshelt
i Waty .
1 - -
ton ' . -
s ki inere were signs of wildness i what wa
ﬂhmx - 0 N
s it sl (T e’ v



